
EDITOR'S REPORT 

BIOGRAPHY OF A SCOOP 

ON WEDNESDAY morning, November fifth, 
we put this issue to bed. It hadn't gone too smoothly; 
Winston Wells was still too ill to complete the sched- 
uled installment of his series on electronic organs, and 
illùstrations for another article had become stymied 
in Washington. But out of the Golden West had 
come the first of an excellent series on magnetic tape 
recording, by Dr. Wetzel, as well as Professor Morri- 
cal's fine story on mixer networks. 

It was a good issue, but we weren't altogether 
happy. We wanted to run a story about a new noise 
suppressor, but the engineer was taken off the job 
to complete some other work. We had tried to get 
the technical data on the H. H. Scott suppressor, but 
Mr. Scott had made other commitments. We could, 
of course, report the lecture to be given by him at 
the National Electronics Conference, later in the 
month, but getting complete diagrams would be out 
of the question. So we closed the issue without a 
noise suppressor story. 

Two hours later, a friend phoned, "I was talking 
to John Goodell in Saint Paul just a few minutes 
ago, and he says he's planning to do a story on the 
H. H. Scott Dynamic Noise Suppressor, which he is 
manufacturing." Ten minutes later the long -dis- 
tance operator got my call through to John in Saint 
Paul. "But," he said, "if I do write this story for 
you, how long will it be before it is published ?" If 
he didn't mind writing all night, and could get the 
complete story to me in three days, I told him, I 
would break open the current issue and run it as a 
lead. 

Two days later, he phoned me. The article was 
ready, he said, but Saint Paul was being blanketed by 
a blinding snowstorm, so no planes were flying. 
Trains would be too slow to meet our deadline, so 
what to do? But mail planes sometimes fly when 
passenger planes don't, so we took a chance. 

Saturday, November eighth, the article arrived, 
right on schedule. Just how it got through the 
thirteen- hundred -mile journey in less than twenty - 
four hours, in the midst of a blizzard at the sending 
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end and a sixty -mile -an -hour gale and rainstorm in 
New York, I'll never know, but all honor to our mail 
system. 

But we weren't, even then, altogether out of the 
woods. The two schematics which accompanied the 
article had to be redrawn, and one (see page 8) was 
rather complicated. To get them done in time, we'd have 
to persuade our draftsman to work over the week -end. 
Early Sunday morning we drove over to his home - 
he has not been able to get a phone installed- catch- 
ing him just as he was leaving to take over an unex- 
pected assignment for the day as usher in a church. 
How he did it, I do not yet know, but the next morn- 
ing one of the drawings was on my desk, completed, 
and the other had been scaled so we could dummy up 
the story. Then, from our printer in Pittsfield, Mas- 
sachusetts, came word that the manuscript had been 
received and was being type -set. 

So that is how we were able to bring you the first 
technical data on the Scott Dynamic Noise Suppres- 
sor. Being an editor is fun, sometimes. 

MORE RECORD DATA, PLEASE 

NOW that better phonograph pickups and ampli- 
fiers are available, the need for more techinal data 
on records is emphasized. To use this equipment 
intelligently, the cross -over frequency and amount 
of pre- emphasis used in recording should be known 
to the purchaser. If this is done, then both the manu- 
facturer and user can be assured that the record is 
being reproduced as well as possible with the equip- 
ment used. It is not enough simply to provide the 
operator with controls sufficiently flexible to accom- 
modate all recording characteristics and to rely on his 
judgment to select the proper reproducing character- 
istics. After all, there may be a group listening, each 
member of which has different hearing characteristics, 
so that the operator's idea of what constitutes good 
reproduction may not coincide with that of others 
with better hearing. Children, especially, usually 
have keen hearing and it is important that they get 
good reproduction if they are to cultivate a taste for 
the best. -.1. H. P. 
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