
RG Dynamics Model RG D-3 Stereo Preamplifier

stereo control preamplifier
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Manufacturer's Specifications
Phono Preamplifier Section
Input Impedance: 47 kilohms.
Input Capacitance: Selectable at 30,

130, or 360 pF.
Gain: 35 dB.
RIAA Accuracy: ±0.1 dB from 30 Hz to

15 kHz.
Input Level: 2 mV.
Channel Separation: 65 dB at 1 kHz.
THD at 2.0-V Output: At 20 Hz, 0.05

percent; at 1 kHz, 0.01 percent; at 20
kHz, 0.015 percent.

Input Stage Acceptance Level, 1 kHz
(See Text): 1200 mV rms.

Input Stage Acceptance Level, RIAA
Pre -emphasized 500 -Hz Square

Wave and 1-1.1S Rise Time: 3700 mV
p -p.

Input Sine Wave Overload Level: 140
mV at 1 kHz.

S/N (New IHF): 72 dB.
Maximum Output Level: 7 V rms at 1

kHz and 20 kHz.

Line Amplifier Section
Rated Output: 2.0 V rms.
Gain: 20 dB.
Frequency Response: 20 Hz to 20 kHz,

±0.05 dB; 0.5 Hz to 80 kHz, ±3.0 dB.
S/N: 87 dB, "A" weighted.
THD, 20 Hz to 20 kHz: 0.012 percent

maximum.
IM Distortion: 0.012 percent maxi-

mum.

Maximum Output Level: 9 V rms.
Treble Control Range: +9 to -12 dB at

15 kHz.
Bass Control Range: ±12 dB at 20 Hz.
Subsonic Filter: -3 dB at 18 Hz, -20 dB

at 5 Hz.

General Specifications
Power Requirements: 120 V, 50/60 Hz,

9 W.
Dimensions: Rack panel version, 19 in.

(475 mm) W x 31 in. (87.5 mm) H x
12 in. (300 mm) D; silver panel ver-
sion, 18 in. (450 mm) W.

Weight: 13 lbs. (5.91 kg) .
Price: $595.00.

My first encounter with Robert Grodinsky, President of RG
Dynamics, Inc., was when he developed a rather unusual
dynamic expander which he sold to Pioneer. I sensed then
that Grodinsky's future lay not in designing and selling de-
signs to other companies, but in producing and selling them
himself. It wasn't long after that Mr. Grodinsky formed his
own company which manufactured a dynamic range expan-
der whose performance surpassed, by far, that of the earlier
model which had been designed on behalf of Pioneer.

Now RG Dynamics, still very much under the engineering
direction of Bob Grodinsky, has come up with a new pream-
plifier that incorporates his ideas concerning phono pream-
plifier overload problems and their elimination, as well as his
research into time -related distortion and its elimination.
More about these concepts shortly.

The preamplifier in question is called the RG Dimension 3,
or D-3 for short. Its front panel controls are intelligently laid
out and their number suggests that the unit is mid -way be-
tween the so-called straight -wire -with -gain approach and
the no -holds -barred philosophy of preamplifier -control unit
design. The selector switch at the left has Phono 2, Phono 1,
Tuner, and AUX positions. Note that even this arrangement
has been carefully thought out, in that the two. most often
used program sources, Phono 1 and Tuner, are assigned to

adjacent switch positions on the selector, avoiding the need
to switch through unused positions in most cases. Illuminat-
ed LEDs indicate which program source is in use, including a
pair of LEDs associated with the four nearby rectangular push
buttons that control two tape monitoring and two-way dub-
bing functions. A mode switch, with settings for mono, ster-
eo, reverse, left -only or right -only comes next, followed by
bass and treble tone controls, the balance control and a large
master volume control. The three push buttons to the right of
the volume control are for activating a subsonic filter,
bypassing tone controls, and applying power to the unit. Ac-
tually, calling the last button a power switch is a bit of a
misnomer. The circuitry of the RG D-3 remains on continu-
ously so long as its line cord is plugged into a power'recepta-
cle. RG Dynamics elected this approach to maintain circuit
stability and to reduce noise. Power consumption is less than
six watts when the "power" switch is off.

Flanking the line fuseholder on the rear panel of the D-3
are a total of five a.c. convenience outlets, two unswitched
and three switched. Clearly delineated jack clusters which
follow include a double pair of main outputs, in -and -out
jacks for any sort of external add-on processor (expander,
noise reduction unit, etc.) with an associated slide switch
that provides access to this "loop" or bypasses it with jumper
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