
bination - which we know, from long familiarity, to be 
very good. - R.A. 

MANUFACTURER'S COMMENT: According to our experience, the only time you 
don't want AFC is when you are trying to tune in one of two closely- spaced 
stations of different signal strength. If you want the weaker of the two. and 
can separate it without AFC. well -designed unit like the R750 won't lose it 
when AFC is restored. And, except when in the act of tuning in this weak 
station, AFC is a real convenience. Putting in a non -momentary AFC defeat 
invites the possibility that the switch will be inadvertently left in this position. 
Remember, the lady of the house may not be a DX -er; she wants maximum 
convenience in tuning. Hence the momentary switch on the R750. 

Your explanation of the variable DF feature of the D030A is very lucid. 
But we think that listening test of several hours duration would show that 
its effect is not limited to improving "so -so' speakers. The difference is more 
dramatic, yes, but with even the highest- priced speaker -enclosure assem- 
blies, the reduction in fatigue is benefit not to be ignored by the inveterate 
listener. We are preparing an article on this (with curves) for one of the tech- 
nical journals. 

Travis Tapak Recorder 
SPECIFICATIONS (furnished by manufacturer): Single -speed, half 
or full -track tape recorder, fully portable; requires no external 
power. Can be used to record, play back, erase, rewind, and 
edit. Crystal microphone and single crystal monitoring ear- 
phone supplied; available also with loudspeaker. Can be operated 
in any position, with or without cover. Meets NARTB stand- 
ards for 7% ips speed. Spring -driven governor -controlled motor 
requires winding every eight minutes; can be wound without 
stopping recording or playback. Maximum reel size, 5 in. 
Controls: Play- record -off switch; idler control arm; volume 
control and indicator; rewind engager. Speed: 73,6 ips, .75%; 
optional 334 ips. Rewind time: 1 min. 30 sec. Forward drive: 
assumes steady speed from start in 3 sec. or less. Power: two 
1 volt flashlight cells, one 673,i volt B battery. Response: 
100 to 6,000 cycles, t 2 db. Noise: 40 db below 3% distortion 
level. Tubes: 3 -1U5. Dimensions: 14 in. by 10 by 53/.. Price: 

$332.25 complete. Manufacturer: Broadcast Equipment Special- 
ties Corp., 135 -01 Liberty Avenue, Richmond Hill 19, L. I., N. Y. 

Two of the joys of a 

fine miniature camera 
are the ease with which 
you can carry it around 
with you and the beau- 
tiful precision of its 
construction. Yet, de- 
spite their size, most 
miniatures aren't toys, 
by any means. 

Put the Travis Tapak 
in this class, please. It's a 

very compact, complete- 
ly (and primarily) portable, spring -driven, battery -powered 
tape recorder intended for on- the -spot news reporting and 
interviewing by broadcasters, news services, and what have 
you. It's built to meet professional standards; at first 

glance, it seems unduly expensive - but you can't pack a 

lot of engineering genius into a tiny package without run- 
ning up the bill. And there's a lot of it in this unit. 

For example, to carry something you've got to have a 

handle. And if the motor is driven by a spring, you've got 
to wind it up. Unsnap one leg of the handle on the 
Tapak, pivot the leg up, and you've got the winding crank. 
To tell you when the spring needs rewinding, there are two 
concentric red lines inscribed on the metal plate which con- 
stitutes the take -up reel. When the tape fills up to one of 
these lines, crank 'er up. But - the Tapak can be operated 
with the lid closed (microphone and earphone connections, 
and the tape drive on -off control, are on the outside of the 
case). So how do you know when you're getting near the 

[,opak I., power connection. 

NOVEMBER, 1954 

red lines? Well, there's a little door in the lid, covered by a 

metal plate which drops down to about a 45° angle when un- 
latched. The inside surface is chromed, to serve as a mirror. 
Glance down at the mirror, and you can check tape and red 

lines. What? You're out in the fields after dark, recording 
the hoots of an owl? The designer is still ahead of you. 
Press a button on the top of the case, and it turns on a little 
flashlight which lights up the interior! 

The electronic circuits are battery operated, and you need 
to be careful not to store the Tapak with the batteries left on. 
But don't worry if you're forgetful about such things; with 
the microphone snapped into its storage slot in the lid, 
you can't close the lid unless the play- record -off switch 
is in the off position. Of course, if you're recording, you'd 
have the microphone outside so the lid can be closed 
without turning off the batteries. 

Enough of this ... we'd have to write a book to describe 
all the features of this recorder. The unit we had for test 
worked into earphones; subsequently, one which works 
into a small loudspeaker has been made available. No claim 
is made for "hi -fi" reproduction through this speaker; it 

is merely a method of playing back to a group. And 
while near this subject, we don't think anyone will be led to 
believe that this recorder is intended as an all- around, home - 
use unit. It is designed to fill a specific professional need - 
and there are many non -professional users who would like 
to have these facilities. For such purposes, the Tapak per- 

forms excellently. If you need a recorder which will operate 
anywhere, at any time, and whose tapes can be played back 
over your regular installation, then take a careful look at 

the Tapak. - C.F. 

Electro -Voice Georgian 
SPECIFICATIONS (furnished by manufacturer): Four -way loud- 
speaker system, horn -loaded throughout range, consisting of 
15WK low -frequency driver and Klipsch K -type horn, 848HE 
coaxial mid -range assembly, T35 tweeter. Crossover network 
and level controls for mid -range (presence) and tweeter (bril- 
liance) horns. Crossover frequencies: 300, 1,000, 3,500 cycles. 
Impedance: 16 ohms. Power capacity: 35 watts steady, 70 watts 
peak. Size: 53 in. high, 34 in. wide, 241/6 in. deep. Weight: 245 lb. 
Priests: with mahogany cabinet, $495.00; with blond Korina cabi- 
net, $515.00; without cabinet, $295.00. Manufacturer: Electro- 
Voice, Inc., Buchanan, Mich. 

Loudspeaker systems are about as controversial and diffi- 

cult a subject to discuss as any in the audio field. There 
are large differences among speakers themselves, and there 
are also very, very slight differences. For example, take two 
identical cabinets and in one mount an $8.95 speaker; in the 
other, mount an $89.95 job. There will not be much diffi- 

culty distinguishing between the two nor describing the 
difference in sound. But to put two speakers of approxi- 
mately equal merit in the two cabinets and describe the 
sound in words so that you, the reader, can judge which 
speaker you will like best under your listening conditions 
and preferences becomes an extraordinarily tough job. 

The situation can beome more complex. If we put that 
$8.95 speaker in a carefully- designed enclosure, we can 
probably make it sound a lot more like the $89.95 one. 
Furthermore, our impression of a speaker will change if we 
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