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Equipment, modifications, options, software 

Sony ECM -44 and WRT-67 
microphones 
Sony has introduced a low cost 
microphone to its lavalier 
series. The ECM -44 is a 
general applications omni 
microphone with an 8.5 mm 
capsule. The microphone is 
especially designed for 
applications where concealed 
or unobtrusive pickup is 
required and particular 
attention has been paid to 
ensuring the capsule is more 
resistant to external noise and 
weather conditions. The 
ECM -44 is available either in 
black or satin -nickel and is 
powered by internal AA size 
batteries. 

Also new is the WRT-67 
dynamic capsule UHF wireless 
microphone. The WRT-67 is 
designed to operate on the 

same frequencies as the 
WRT-57 back electret 
condenser wireless mic and 
blend into any portable or 
fixed Sony UHF studio system. 
The WRT-67 includes a three 
position (0, -10, -25 dB) pad 
and is claimed to be especially 
suited for undistorted 
recording of high level inputs. 
Sony Corp, PO Box 10, 
Tokyo Airport, 149, Japan. 
Tel: 03 448-2111. 
UK: Sony Broadcast Ltd, City 
Wall House, Basing View, 
Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2LA. 
Tel: 0256 55011. 
USA: Sony Corporation of 
America, Professional Audio 
Products Division, 9 W 57th 
Street, New York, NY 10019. 
Tel: (212) 371-5800. 

Audix Powerblocs 
Audix has announced a range 
of power amplifiers using the 
latest generation of MOSFET 
power devices. Developed by 
Audix the MOSFET 
Powerblocs are new compact 
and efficient 60 W modules 
which can be connected in 
parallel to provide a wide 
range of outputs. The 
amplifier chassis can be fitted 
with either an individual unit 
or a combination of Powerblocs 
to provide 100 V line outputs 
of 60, 120, 180, or 240 WRMS. 

The Audix MPA amplifiers 
are the first in a series of new 
introductions. These include 
updated versions of the 
Wenden series of amplifiers 
incorporating MOSFET 
powerblocs. Also a low cost 
integrated mixer/amplifier 
range-the Newport-will also 
be available shortly to 
complete the line-up. 
Audix Ltd, Station Road, 
Wenden, Saffron Walden, 
Essex CB11 4LG, UK. Tel: 
0799 40888. 

Alesis XT:c digital reverb 
Alesis has introduced a new 
digital reverb. The XT:c 
features a 16 kHz frequency 
response, full stereo input and 
output, and a decay time 
variable from almost 0 to 15 s 
set by a single rotary control. 
The unit offers eight separate 
reverberation programs each 
with a front panel option 
switch. These include small 
spaces, large rooms, a huge 
hall and gated and reverse 
reverb. Other selectable 
options include High 
Frequency Damping, Low 
Frequency Cut and Infinite 
Hold. Rotary controls include 
Predelay (0 to 200 ms), Decay 
Time and HF Roll (16 to 
3 kHz). The front panel also 
includes Mix and Input and 

Output connections. At the 
rear are '/a in stereo inputs, 
outputs and Loop connections. 

Developed in response to 
customers comments regarding 
the Alesis XT the XT:c can be 
used to fatten drum sounds, 
smooth strings and sustain 
backing vocals in addition to 
simulating small rooms and 
large halls. The use of LSIs 
and efficient manufacturing 
processes has enabled Alesis to 
keep the cost competitive. 
Alesis, PO Box 3908, Los 
Angeles, CA 90078, USA. 
Tel: (213) 467-8000. 
UK: Sound Technology Ltd, 6 
Letchworth Business Centre, 
Avenue One, Letchworth, 
Herts SG6 2HR. Tel: 04626 
75675. 

Benchmark new products 
Benchmark has announced the 
availability of the DOA -1 and 
DOA -2 differential output 
amplifiers. Primarily designed 
as an easy device for 
retrofitting to existing 
equipment without balanced 
inputs, both devices feature 
variable gain from off to 
+26 dB with clipping at 
+27 dBV when operated with 
a normal supply voltage. 
Other claimed features include 
very low noise, almost 
immeasurable distortion, low 
output impedance and a 
unique mounting 
arrangement. The DOA -1 is 
designed to operate from a 

dual (+ and -) power supply 
and the DOA -2 from a 
single + supply. 

Also new is the RPM -1 
Remote Program Meter card 
which is designed to convert a 
standard VU meter to VU and 
PPM. The device uses DIN 
PPM ballistics. In both modes 
the card provides a separately 
calibrated peak overload LED. 
Switching can be via the 
console or local using 
illuminated pushbutton 
switches or LEDs. 
Benchmark Media Systems 
Inc, 3817 Brewerton Road, 
North Syracuse, NY 13212 
USA. Tel: (315) 452-0400. 
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