
price class, due primarily to their bass short-
comings. They would be a reasonable sonic 
value at $3004350, and indeed Castle does 
have a slightly smaller model in that category 
—the Clyde, —which appears to use the same 
tweeter as the Durham. It might be worth in-
vestigating if your budget is severely constrained. 
But !can't really recommend the Durham over 
its competition; it's not a bad loudspeaker, just 
a bad value. 

Audio Concepts Quartz: $869 
($569 minus cabinet) 
Audio Concepts is a small, primarily mail-
order company that has been in operation for 
several years, marketing selected loudspeaker 

drivers from various manufacturers, including 
at least one (soon to be two) woofer(s) designed 

to their own specifications, and an extensive 
line of kits based on these drivers. I have been 
perusing their catalogs off and on for a cou-

ple of years, not to mention some other in-
teresting design literature which they have 
available, and found their three-way Quartz to 
be more interesting, conceptually, than your 
typical sub- $1000 box loudspeaker. 

Audio Concepts was receptive to a review, 
so in reasonable short order several boxes ar-
rived from the far reaches of the upper mid-
west. Unfortunately, UPS had done their magic 
trick on the cabinets; both arrived damaged. 
The damage to one was relatively minor—a 
hairline crack in an unexposed portion of the 

particle-board woodwork which was repaired 
by yours truly with a generous application of 
epoxy. The other was a hopeless case: in ad-
dition to several serious cracks along cabinet 

seams, the solid oak top was split neatly in two 
along the grain. Scratch one cabinet, return to 

Wisconsin. In fairness to UPS, the packaging 
of the Quartz cabinets could have used more 
padding (it has since, I am told, been rein-
forced), and the cabinets, in their semi-assem-
bled state (the back was only loosely attached, 

substantially reducing the rigidity of the overall 
structure), flexed more easily than when fin-
ished, inviting splitting at critical junctures. 
Cut to a few weeks later. The replacement 

cabinet arrives intact, complete with a com-

plement of new drivers. It seems that the 
mounting centers of the drivers vary enough 

I Any company that can name one of its loudspeakers the 
"Clyde" certainly deserves wider recognition! 

from sample to sample that Audio Concepts 

custom-drills each cabinet for the supplied 
drivers. Of course Murphy was 'on hand to 
help unpack the new drivers and cabinet. AC, 
unfortunately, labeled the former but not the 

latter; the old shell game was played, and I lost 
track of which group of drivers went with 
which boxes. Not to worry, though. My best 
guess seemed to be an adequate fit. 

But I'm getting ahead of myself. Since this 
system is a kit, you have a right to an explana-
tion of why and how. Why build a kit, and 
how did it go together? Why is easy—money. 

Buying a kit directly from a manufacturer saves 
you the cost of a middleman and the cost of 
final assembly and finishing. It's still nowhere 
near as cheap as designing and building your 

own loudspeaker from scratch, but that's a dif-
ferent ballgame entirely. 

The "how" could take me several pages, but 
in light of the final result I'll be less verbose. 
Assembly of the Quartz, if you buy the version 
with assembled cabinets (a parts kit is also 
available, with cabinet plans, for the sawdust-
and-glue set), consists of installing the internal 
and external precut foam, mounting the pre-
wired crossover and routing the wires, sealing 
various potential leaks with foam tape (not 

supplied) and silicone sealing compound (sup-
plied, but in a squeeze tube—I strongly rec-
ommend that a builder purchase a caulking 

gun and suitable supply of sealant for easier 
application), mounting the drivers and duct 

damper (called a Variovent here), and screwing 
in the back of the cabinet (using caution not 
to foul the crossover wires—easy to do). It's 
a bit more time-consuming than it sounds, 
though not at all difficult. No soldering is re-
quired; the drivers are connected with push-
on terminals. (I prefer soldered connections, 
but Audio Concepts voids the warranty on the 
drivers if you do that, so I assembled the loud-

speakers as recommended.) There are some 
rough spots and omissions in the instructions 
(see Postscript), but a reasonable dose of com-
mon sense should see you through. 

The drivers used in the Quartz are high-
quality Dynaudios. These are more expensive 
units than you're likely to find in any loud-
speaker under $2000/pair, much less under 
$1000. The cabinet is a bit difficult to describe, 
but the photograph will give you a good idea 
of the design (the corners of the interior cab-
inets are more rounded than shown). The 
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