
Audio Concepts Quartz speaker 

midrange and tweeter are stepped back from 
the woofer for time-alignment. The outside 
of the sub-enclosures are completely covered 
in foam to reduce external reflections, with the 
curious exception of the step-back shelves 
directly beneath the midrange and tweeter. I 
cut some spare pieces of foam (furnished) to 
fit these shelves, and it noticeably reduced 

midrange/tweeter colorations; all of my listen-
ing observations relate to the system with 
these extra foam pads in place. 
The underside of the top of the external 

cabinet, which overhangs the internal array, 

is covered with a triple layer of foam. Only the 
front wooden support dowels, which connect 
the top and bottom of the external enclosure, 
are unpadded and pose a potential source of 

unwanted reflections—aggravated by the fact 

that the dowels are not round, but have a flat 
face aimed directly at the drivers. Separate 
grilles are furnished for the front and sides; in 
the review pair they were far too massive, add-
ing substantially to the reflective surfaces in 
front of the drivers. All of my listening was 
done with them removed. Since I wrote the 
review, the manufacturer has since redesigned 
the grille as a one-piece design to reduce this 
problem; I have not seen the revised version. 
The crossover for the Quartz is all first-

order. Biwiring is provided for by an extra set 
of terminals in the rear. The speakers appear 
to be a floor-standing design, but the manufac-
turer recommends raising them about 10" off 
the floor on suitable stands. In my listening en-
vironment I got the best results from the loud-
speakers by leaving them on the floor but rais-
ing the front of the cabinet via a single TipToe 
—placing the listener on the tweeter axis of 
the toed-in loudspeakers. Ràising them off the 
floor thinned out the bass end too much, em-
phasizing the already troublesome colorations 
in the midband. 
I have some serious reservations about the 

sound of the Quartz, but let's start out on a 
positive note. These babies are dynamic. They 
have a gutsy, forward, punchy sound that is 
completely at odds with typically laid-back 
"audiophile" loudspeakers. They'll play very 
loud, even in a large room, without turning 
mushy or congested through the midrange. 
The high end is clean and open—typical of the 
Dynaudio D-28AF tweeter (also used by Syn-
thesis and Thiel). 
The low end is a bit more problematical. 

The Quartzes don't sound seriously thinned 
out, but the lowest bass is definitely not there. 
Mid and upper bass are reasonably well de-
fined, though there seems to be some lumpi-
ness and a bit of boxiness as plucked bass, for 
example, is varied in pitch. The Siefert IIID, to 

cite one example, with a smaller box and less 
expensive driver, definitely had, for me, the 
more impressive low end. Audio Concepts 

calls the Quartz a transmission line, but it's 
more of a damped reflex. If it is a quarter-
wavelength design, as claimed, then it's tuned 
to about 90Hz (its length is just over three feet), 

with a line cross-sectional area much too small 
for a classic transmission line. In any event, 
Audio Concepts recognizes that the deep bass 
of the Quartz is not particularly extended; they 
recommend a subwoofer for best results, and 
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