
WNYC Granted Added Hours 
On Clear Channel of WCCO 

`Special Service' Authorization Gives Station 
Right to Operate From 6 a. m. to 10 p. m. 

HAVING ALL the earmarks of 
political inspiration, WNYC, mu- 
nicipally -owned station in New 
York used by Mayor LaGuardia 
as his mouthpiece, was authorized 
by the FCC last Monday to oper- 
ate practically fulltime on the 830 
kc. clear channel ocupied domi- 
nantly by WCCO, Minneapolis, 
CBS -owned station. 

Under a "special service author- 
ization", which used to be labelled 
"special experimental ", the Com- 
mission by a split vote authorized 
WNYC to operate from 6 a.m. to 
10 p.m., in lieu of limited time 
operation on the frequency. WNYC 
had sought fulltime operation on 
the frequency for several years, 
with Mayor LaGuardia personally 
leading the fight, but the Commis- 
sion on Oct. 21 denied the request 
and preserved the status of the 
frequency. 

Two Dissent 

Commissioners Case and Craven 
dissented from the Dec. 1 special 
service authorization, but did not 
hand down a written opinion. The 
authorization was made subject to 
engineering limitations, to be ap- 
proved by the chief engineer. 

The grant stimulated consider- 
able interest. The Commission said 
the authorization was only for the 
duration of WNYC's license. A 
check of the records revealed the 
license runs until Feb. 1, 1944. 

Irrespective of the language 
used by the Commission, the au- 
thorization was viewed as one that 
breaks down another clear chan- 
nel. Moreover, it was held in some 
quarters that it conflicts with the 
April 27 equipment freeze order, 
since additional material and per - 
scnnel would be required for the 
increased operation of WNYC, par- 
ticularly in the light of the re 
quirement that a directional an- 
tenna be installed. 

CBS May Protest 
It was indicated that CBS, as 

WCCO owner, would protest the 
grant as tantamount to the break- 
ing down of the clear channel and 
in the face of the clear -cut Oc- 
tober decision denying the fulltime 
request. That opinion, it is under- 
stood, had been rewritten several 
times, possibly to couch it in such 
language as to make possible the 
special service authorization. 

Should the FCC deny the CBS 
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GREETING Upton Close (center), 
writer and commentator, who 
started a series of Sunday broad- 
casts on Mutual Nov. 22, are Ed- 
ward W. Wood Jr. MBS sales man- 
ager, (left) and Carey Struther, 
of Leo Burnett Co., Chicago, agency 
for Lumberman's Mutual Casualty 
Insurance Co., Chicago, sponsor. 

protest, the way would be opened 
to litigate the issue. It is presumed 
that in such litigation the Clear 
Channel Broadcasting Service, rep- 
resenting independently owned 
clear -channel outlets, would inter- 
vene. 

When the Commission last Oc- 
tober denied WNYC fulltime, Com- 
missioners Payne and Walker dis- 
sented. The formal denial came 
after the Commission's majority 
had concluded that the fulltime 
operation would interfere with 
WCCO's secondary service area. 

The special service authoriza- 
tion allows WNYC to operate with 
1,000 watts, using a non- direction- 
al antenna between local sunrise 
and sunset at Minneapolis, and a 
directional antenna prior to local 
sunrise and from local sunset at 
Minneapolis until 10 p.m., adjust- 
ed so as to radiate approximately 
56 millivolts in the direction of 
WCCO. The data setting forth the 
details of the antenna readjust- 
ments were made subject to ap- 
proval of the chief engineer. 
WNYC also was granted authority 
to replace portions of the phasing 
equipment. 
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Station Gets Ready 
WNYC will begin its evening 

operations in a few weeks, accord- 
ing to Morris Novik, general man- 

ll.P. 

BIGGE 

OF THE wOBLp, 
S 

ST NEWs 
-` 

alter, who explained that the sta- 
tion already operates with a direc- 
tional antenna and that only minor 
adjustments in the directional pat- 
tern are necessary. 

These will reduce the signal 
strength to the west, he said, cur- 
tailing the WNYC audience in New 
Jersey, but it will also cause an 
equal increase in the station's sig- 
nal to the east, building up the 
audience in Queens and on Long 
Island. 

This grant of permission to op- 
erate until 10 p.m. is strictly a 
wartime measure, made under the 
"war service" authority of the 
Commission and it in no way in- 
volves the dispute over' the clear 
channel issue which has been waged 
by WNYC against WCCO, Mr. 
Novik declared. 

To Expand War Services 
This extended time of operation 

will enable WNYC to continue and 
to expand its war service activities, 
he explained, pointing out that this 
month the station was forced to 
discontinue its daily broadcasts of 
instruction to and information 
about the Air Warden and Fire 
Warden Services, the Selective 
Service and the U. S. Employment 
Service. These programs are sched- 
uled between 6:30 and 7 p.m., he 
said, to reach people who are not 
able to listen during the daytime, 
adding that a later hour would be 
even better but that under the 
previous arrangement whereby the 
station signed off at sunset Min- 
nesota time the 6:30 -7 p.m. period 
was lost only for the month of De- 
cember, whereas the 7 -7:30 p.m. 
period was out for four months of 
the year. 

Other Civilian Defense programs 
will be added to the evening sched- 
ule, Mr. Novik said, and in addi- 
tion the Treasury concerts will be 
moved from their present after- 
noon time into evening hours. 
Other musical programs will also 
be added, with the monthly con- 
certs of the National Orchestral 
Assn. already scheduled. 

Assured of broadcast time until 
10 p.m. the year 'round for the 
duration, instead of for two months 
only -June and July -as was for- 
merly the case, WNYC can now 
devote more attention to building 
programs for the family evening 
audience, Mr. Novik said, an en- 
deavor which was hardly worth 
while under previous conditions 
where listeners gained during June 
and July were lost by fall as the 
station's schedule was shortened. 

William S. Farish 
WILLIAM S. FARISH, 61, presi- 
dent of the Standard Oil Co. of 
New Jersey and a pioneer in the 
development of the oil industry, 
died Nov. 29 at Millbrook, N. Y. 
following a heart attack. Mr. Far - 
ish helped organize the Humble 
Oil Co., which uses extensive radio 
as does Standard Oil, and was also 
an organizer and later president 
of the American Petroleum Insti- 
tute. He is survived by his widow, 
a son and a daughter. 
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