
Jim Burke (with back to the camera), spe- 
cial events director, KMBC Kansas City, Mo., 
airs an appeal for men and trucks. This broad- 
cast, hnade at 2 a.m., brought 3,000 men and 
hundreds of trucks which aided in saving a 
dike. At far right is Clark Smith, KMBC 
engineer. The KMBC mobile transmitter, in 
foreground, remained in the field throughout 

the emergency. 

Norwood J. Patterson, general manager, KJAY 
Topeka, is shown center standing in the KJAY 
Cria Craft, helping to unload women and chil- 
dren rescued from rooftops. Picture was taken 
at an intersection covered with about 15 feet of 
water. One KJAY appeal to save the City Water 
Works made 10,000 workers available to the city 
on short notice. Station rendered public service 

announcements throughout the crisis. 
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RADIO-TV FLOOD SERVICE 
WHILE flood waters in the mid - 
west receded, further reports of 
radio and television stations' out- 
standing public service [BROAD- 
CASTING TELECASTING, July 23]. 
continued to pour in last week. 
Among services reported were: 

KJAY Topeka, in one of the most 
heavily hit areas, with its trans- 
mitter luckily located on high 
ground miles from the flood, broad- 
cast for 132 consecutive hours. 
Well over 60 special broadcasts 
were made. 

KMBC Kansas City, Mo., in- 
fluenced city officials to reimpose 
restrictions on the household use 
of water. Flood waters left the city 
with less than half its normal 
water pressure. Restrictions were 

Flood Aid 
COMMUNICATIONS a i d 
and FCC status in the mid - 
west flood area were outlined 
by FCC Chairman Wayne 
Coy last week in a reply let- 
ter to an inquiry of Charles 
E. Wilson, director of Office 
of Defense Mobilization. Cit- 
ing efforts of all services in 
the crisis, Chairman Coy 
stated: "According to reports 
reaching us it would appear 
that every broadcast station 
in the area is cooperating to 
broaldcast messages relating 
to relief activities. Rule 2.405 
permits any station during 
the period of emergency in 
which normal communications 
facilities are disrupted as a 
result of hurricane, flood, 
earthquake, or similar disas- 
ter to utilize such station for 
emergency communication 
service in a manner other 
than that specified in his li- 
cense. For the most part, 
this means that the broadcast 
stations may broadcast mes- 
sages on a point to point 
basis." 

Page 30 July 30, 1951 

laid down, but later, with the water 
pressure graduating, city officials 
optimistically lifted the ban. Hours 
afterward, frantic phone calls from 
suburbanites warned of drastically 
fallen water pressure. KMBC con- 
tacted city hall with the result that 
restrictions were reimposed. 

KMBC generally managed to 
keep pretty busy. Five KMBC 
newsmen alone contributed more 
than 450 man hours during the 
emergency. The station, which aired 
bulletins regularly throughout the 
flood and fire emergency periods, 
checked information so closely that 
not once did it have to retract a 
statement. 

KFAB Omaha came to the aid 
of its neighbors in Beloit, Kan. The 
station was asked to broadcast an 
appeal for power boats with search- 
lights needed for evacuations. The 
appeal was so effective that more 
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One of the most thrilling radio episodes during 
the flood was the broadcast of the rescue oper- 
ations of Everett James and Ralph Dicker, 
WREN Topeka employes, who were marooned 
at the station's transmitter site, shown above. 
A Navy plane dropped a rubber lifeboat onto 
the "island prison." Subsequently, circum- 
stances dictated that the men should stay 

where they were for the time being. 

than 50 craft were en route to 
Beloit within three hours. Later, 
s5x additional boats were rushed to 
the area. A Beloit Chamber of 
Commerce official gratefully 
thanked KFAB listeners whose 
"quick and unselfish action saved 
many, many lives." 

KXLW St. Louis, not damaged 
by the flood, used its facilities to 
aid in rescue operations and to 
keep atop of developments and im- 
pending dangers. 

KMOX St. Louis aired a bulletin 
pointing up the need for motor 
boat operators in flooded areas. 
Within a few hours, the Red Cross 
notified the station that it had re- 
ceived 200 volunteers. 

KSTL St. Louis in nine daily 
broadcasts gave detailed informa- 
tion on road and flood conditions 
with particular emphasis on how 
raisers of live stock and grain 
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AMONG principals in the flight of a Collins 300G transmitter from Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, to Topeka for use of KTOP Topeka were (I to r) Mr. Axton, 
Harold Olson, Collins Radio Co., Cedar Rapids; Lt. Thomas Berran, USAF 
pilot; Capt. V. E. Gardner, National Guard, co- pilot, and Sgt. E. V. Cole, 
National Guard. In the plane ore an unidentified crew member and Walker 

Whitmore, of Collins Radio. 

Wins Public's Praise 

could get their products to market. 
KROC Rochester, Minn., shifted 

its normal broadcast schedule to 
an emergency basis when heavy 
rains brought a flash flood to that 
city. Several times KROC aired 
bulletins for as long as 20 minutes 
at a time and won the praise of 
city officials and the general public. 

On July 1'7, the transmitter house 
of KTOP Topeka was flooded. 
KTOP Manager Bailey Axton ap- 
pealed to the U. S. Air Force for 
help in flying in a new Collins 300G 
transmitter from Cedar Rapids, to 
the station's studios which were 
above water and safe. The Air 
Force agreed as a means of re- 
establishing essential communica- 
tions in Topeka, where radio was 
vitally needed. 

It is, of course, impossible to 
recount all the cases of individual 
valor. Particularly noteworthy, 
however, is a letter written to 
KMBC by Col. L. J. Lincoln, Dis- 
trict Engineer, U. S. Corps of Engi- 
neers. Col. Lincoln wrote: 

I wish to express my sincere appre- 
ciation for the accurate and factual 
coverage of the flood disaster, as it 
related to Corps of Engineers' activities, 
performed by the newsroom reporters 
of KMBC radio broadcasting station 
during the current state of emergency. 
Particularly careful reporting was evi- 
denced by the fact that your represen- 
tatives called this office regularly be- 
fore broadcast time to verify reports 
and refute unfounded rumors that are 
the usual aftermath of every crisis.... 
It is my belief that the frequent and 
careful reporting from your station 
probably saved lives and property of 
those endangered by the flood waters. 

OPS on Pricing 
MANUFACTURERS can price ac- 
cording to general manufacturers' 
order (CPR 22) and related regu- 
lations if they had gone ahead with 
necessary arrangements and an- 
nounced new prices before July 1, 

even though the price lists were to 
be effective after that date, the 
Office of Price Stabilization an- 
nounced last week. 
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