BEARDSLEY BACKS

Educational TY in lowa

MOVEMENT for development of
educational TV in Iowa, including
a 12_station network program serv-
ice, has won the support of the
state’s Gov. William S. Beardsley.

Addressing the Governor’s Con-
ference on Educational Television
in Des Moines a fortnight ago, Gov.
Beardsley said there would be ad-
vantages gained from pooling the
resources of JIowa's educational
institutions, including privately-
owned schools and colleges. TV's
benefits would extend into adult
and advanced education, he said.

Plans for the network developed
earlier this winter were presented
during the conference by represent-
atives of the Iowa Joint Committee
on Educational Television. Gov.
Beardsley urged that citizens of
the state be fully apprised of edu-
cational TV’s promise.

WKNB-TV SIGNS

CBS-TV Affiliotion Announced

PRIMARY affiliation of WXNB-
TV Hartford-New Britain with
CBS-TV was announced last week

.by Peter B. Kenney, station man-
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ager. WKNB-TV is scheduled to
make its debut in late January,
operating on Ch. 20.

The station transmitter is lo-
cated atop Rattlesnake Mountain
in Farmington, Conn. Station
claims the antenna, located 970
feet above average terrain, will be
one of the highest in the East.

NBC-NABET Hearing

NATIONAL Labor Relations Board
has set NBC-NABET hearing for
Jan. 19 in Los Angeles on NBC
charges against the National Assn.
of Broadcast Engineers & Tech-
nicians (NABET). The network
seeks to enjoin the union from en-
forcing its claimed jurisdiction
over the lighting on field and re-
mote TV pickups, NBC awarded
the work to JATSE, with NABET
protesting and refusing to accept
the network’s decision. NABET
officials claim the lighting work
has been theirs historically. NBC
appealed to NLRB.
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HIGH TV SALES

Seen in ‘53 by Craig,
Cramer of Crosley

FULL production and steady sales at high levels for television end elec-
tronics manufacturers in 1953 were predicted in year-end statements
released Friday by John W, Craig, vice president and general manager
of Crosley Div. of Aveo Mfg. Corp., and L, F. Cramer, vice president and

assistant general manager of the
company.

Mr. Craig believed opening of
new television stations will create
“a demand for television receivers
that will exceed anything the in-
dustry has known to date.”” He
said estimates indicate some two
million TV homes already exist ag
a result of TV stations now under
construction.

Adding to the bright picture, Mr.
Craig said, are indications “gov-
ernmental restrictions and mate-
rials shortages will be lessened to
a large degree” in 1953. He voiced
the opinion that by the end of 1953
“over-restrictive controls and regu-
lations” will be abolished and
“metals will be available in a more
free supply.”

Mr. Craig described 1952 as “a
year of adjustment,” noting the
appliance and electronics industry
began the year with high inven-
tories. He added that mid-year
inventories were brought back into
balance by mid-year, and second-
half year business rose sharply
over the first six months.

Although supporting Mr. Craig’s
belief TV set sales would be high
in 1953, Mr. Cramer warned that a
shortage might develop in pieture
tubes, particularly in larger sizes.
He also predicted an increase in
receiver prices and a popular ac-
ceptance of the yet-to-be introduced
21- and 24-inch rectangular-spheri-
cal tubes.

Size of Screens

Mr. Cramer estimated there
would be two million new TV homes
in 1953 and total industry sales of

approximately 6% million sets. He
felt 21-inch screens would lead all
others in sales with approximately
4,335,000 sets (67%), followed by
17-inch, 1,300,000 (20%); 24-inch,
715,000 (11%), and 27-inch, 130,-
000 (29%).

In predicting a picture tube
shortage, Mr. Cramer noted that in
1950 the industry had a capacity
equivalent to approximately 18 mil-
lion 17-inch tubes. Although tube
manufacturing facilities have in-
creased, he said, the industry's ca-
pacity has been lowered because it
takes nearly twice as long to build
a 2l-inch tube as a 17-inch tube.

“Faced with a sales forecast of
6% million new sets and with the
growing replacement market for
tubes, which is likely to exceed
three million tubes in 1953, a tube
shortage will begin to be seriously
felt,” Mr. Cramer declared. “Manu-
facturers without tube-making fa-
cilities and those who do not ex-
pand their tube operations are
going to face urgent problems.”

Mr. Cramer based his belief that
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receiver prices would rise in 1953
on the steadily increasing costs
of labor, materials, component
parts and selling expenses in the
past year and a half. He said the
“unhealthy inventory at the begin-
ning of 1952 led manufacturers to
bring out sets during the year at
price margins far too low for eco-
nomically sound business.”

WROV-TY Studios

CONSTRUCTION of new studios
at WROV-TV Roanoke, Va., has
been completed, according to Frank
E. Koehler, general manager. Mr.
Koehler said installations are com-
plete and “everything that has been
installed operates satisfactorily.”
Station expects to receive its trans-
mitter from RCA before Jan. 15,
date set to begin operations.

HOFFMAN RADIO Corp., L. A., man-
ufacturers of radio and television re-
ceiver sets, declared a dividend of
25 cents a share on the common stock,
payable Dec. 31 to stock of record
Dec. 23. This was first dividend on
the stock sinece April 1951.

N. Y. Mayor’s Talk

VINCENT R, IMPELLIT-
TERI, New York mayor, was
heard on two radio stations
and one TV outlet Tuesday
in Part Two of his “Report
to the People on the Bus Sit-
uation,” relative to a long-
pending strike of Local
Transport Workers Union.
Part One originally was tele-
cast live over WIZ-TV New
York Sunday, after which
WNYC, the city’s municipal-
ly-owned radio station, re-
corded the sound portion and
rebroadcast it as a radio ad-
dress. Same process was used
Tuesday, with WNBT (TV)
carrying the mayor’s original
live address at 7-7:156 p.m.
EST and WNYC’s taped ver-
sion was heard at 8:15-8:30
p-m. WMGM also carried the
recorded speech at 7:30-7:45
p.m. the same night.

Paul O. Reehling

FUNERAL services were held last
Wednesday with burial at Arling-
ton Cemetery for Paul O. Reeh-
ling, 59, business accountant in the
FCC at Washington, who was found
dead the previous Monday at his
home in nearby Alexandria, Va.
Survivors are his wife, a brother
and two sisters.
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TAPAK complete with microphone and
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