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NEW TV AUTHORIZATIONS ISSUED 

Post -freeze grants now total 
339, of which 114 are vhf and 
225 uhf. 

HALF -DOZEN construction permits for new 
TV stations were reported by FCC last week 
to boost total TV authorizations in the U. S. 
to 447, including the 108 pre -thaw operating 
outlets. Post -freeze grants now total 339 -114 
vhf and 225 uhf. 

One of the new grants, uhf Ch. 47 at Fresno, 
Calif., to J. E. O'Neill, was facilitated through 
proposed merger a fortnight ago with the com- 
peting Ch. 47 applicant, KYNO Fresno [BT, 
April 6]. KYNO has acquired option for 35% 
interest in the O'Neill TV station. 

Two other new grants last week -Great 
Falls, Mont., and Cedar Rapids, Iowa -were 
the results of withdrawals by competing appli- 
cants. 

KMON Receives Ch. 3 

KMON Great Falls received vhf Ch. 3 after 
Television Montana dismissed its bid for that 
facility. Television Montana's treasurer, north- 
west broadcaster E. B. Craney, proposed TV 
coverage of Montana's vast area by mountain- 
top transmitters [BT, April 6]. 

At .Cedar Rapids, WMT received vhf Ch. 2 
following dismissal of competing bid by KSTT 
Davenport, Iowa. 

Last week's TV grants included: 
Fresno, Calif. -J. E. O'Neill, ( "merger" ap- 

plicant), granted uhf Ch. 47, effective radiated 
power 210 kw visual and 115 kw aural; an- 

tenna height above average terrain 1,930 ft. 
(KYNO Fresno dropped competitive applica- 
tion and received option for 35% interest). 
(Group A -2, No. 35). 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa -American Bcstg. Sta- 
tions Inc. (WMT), granted vhf Ch. 2, ERP 54 
kw visual and 27 kw aural; antenna 670 ft. 
(Group A -2, No. 49). 

Cadillac, Mich. -Spartan Bcstg. Co., granted 
uhf Ch. 16, ERP 290 kw visual and 145 kw 
aural; antenna 1,440 ft. (Group A -2, No. 510). 

Great Falls, Mont. -The Montana Farmer 
(KMON), granted vhf Ch. 3, ERP 1.7 kw vis- 
ual and 0.85 kw aural; antenna 230 ft. (Group 
A -2, No. 108). 

Providence, R. I. -New England TV Co. of 
Rhode Island, granted uhf Ch. 16, ERP 210 kw 
visual and 115 kw aural; antenna 520 ft. 
(Group B -5, No. 206). 

Greenwood, S. C.- Grenco Inc. (WCRS), 
granted uhf Ch. 21, ERP 93 kw visual and 60 
kw aural; antenna 440 ft. (Group A -2, No. 
384). 

The Commission by separate order adopted 
a revised application form for use by station 
permittees to request a license. FCC Form 302, 
"Application for New Broadcast Station Li- 
cense," is changed to conform with the new TV 
rules and to reflect minor editorial changes, the 
Commission explained. The present Form 302 
may be used until the revised forms are avail- 
able, FCC said. Comr. Eugene H. Merrill dis- 
sented in the revision. 

The Commission also advised KGMO Cape 
Girardeau, Mo., that it must furnish additional 
information on its application for a new TV 
station on uhf Ch. 18. KGMO recently amended 
to Ch. 18 from Ch. 12. 
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FCC Okays Ownership 
Shifts for KTHT, WBIR 
CONTROL of two major AM stations shifted 
last Wednesday when FCC en banc granted 
license assignment of KTHT Houston to Texas 
Radio Corp. and permitted Gilmore N. and J. 
Lindsay Nunn to sell 45% of WBIR -AM -FM 
Knoxville, Tenn., to Radio Cincinnati Inc. and 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ashe. 

Houston's mayor Roy Hofheinz was per- 
mitted to turn over his license for KTHT to 
the new corporation of 15 Houston business- 
men in exchange for $600,000 plus 25% of 
voting stock. His purpose is to consolidate 
his capital position before filing a TV appli- 
cation. 

Control of WBIR was held by Gilmore 
Nunn, who reduced his holdings from 52% 
to 30% in the stock shift. His father, J. Lind- 
say Nunn, relinquished his entire holding of 
23 %. Total consideration was $65,325. 

Radio Cincinnati, a Taft family enterprise, 
increased its holding from 20% to 30 %. It 
is licensee of WKRC- AM -FM -TV Cincinnati 
and sole owner of WTVN (TV) Columbus. 
The Ashes acquired 30% holding in their first 
venture into radio. 

WEIR has filed an application for vhf Ch. 
10 in Knoxville. 

FCC DENIES 
NEW ZENITH BID 
BY a four to three decision, FCC last week 
denied Zenith Radio Corp.'s petition for recon- 
sideration of the Commission's dismissal of its 
application for Ch. 2 in Chicago [BT, Feb. 
23]. Dissenting were Chairman Paul A. Walker 
and Comrs. Edward M. Webster and Frieda B. 
Hennock. 

When the Commission approved the Para- 
mount case early in February [BT, Feb. 16] it 
dismissed the Zenith application for Ch. 2 in 
Chicago at the same time it renewed the license 
of WBKB (TV) on Ch. 4 there. It also finalized 
the show cause order which moved WBKB 
from Ch. 4 to Ch. 2 in line with the new alloca- 
tions assignments. At the same time it approved 
the sale of WBKB to CBS for $6 million. The 
station is now CBS -owned WBBM -TV. 

Zenith in filing its plea for reconsideration 
claimed that it had a right to a comparative 
hearing with WBKB for Ch. 2, since it had an 
application on file for that frequency from 
1948. In last week's action, the Commission 
repeated its contention that Zenith forfeited that 
right by not participating in either the alloca- 
tions or the renewal proceedings. 

The Commission also said that the Chicago 
situation was different from the Lancaster, Pa., 
case in that WLAN Lancaster was given a hear- 
ing on the license renewal of WGAL -TV be- 
cause it had filed and asked for a comparative 
hearing at renewal time. 

Earlier this month, the Commission denied 
Zenith's protest against the renewal of WBKB's 
license on the ground that the protest procedure 
was only to be used for grants made without 
hearing. Renewal of WBKB's license was part 
of the Paramount case, it pointed put, and 
Zenith had not asked to participate [BT, 
April 6]. 

Next step, presumably, is for Zenith to appeal 
the Commission's decision to court. 

The dissenting commissioners held that 
Zenith had a right to a comparative hearing 
with WBKB on its renewal and change to 
Ch. 2. 
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