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FCC Witness Testifies 
On Lamb $7 Donation 

Ernest Courey takes stand in 
last week's abbreviated ses- 
sion on charges against Lamb. 

A FORMER self -styled "plant" and "tough 
man" bodyguard in the Communist Party at 
Toledo testified before FCC Examiner Herbert 
Sharfman last week that he was present in 
1938 and again in 1940 when broadcaster - 
publisher Edward Lamb donated a total of $7 
to party causes. 

Held only Monday and Tuesday and sched- 
uled to resume last Friday with further cross 
examination of the witness, Ernest Courey, the 
hearing involves the license renewal application 
of Mr. Lamb's WICU (TV) Erie, Pa. Issues 
in the case are concerned with whether or not 
Mr. Lamb misrepresented himself in earlier 
statements to the Commission when he said he 
never had Communist ties -associations which 
he continues to deny [BT, Sept. 27, 20]. 

Under cross examination, however, the wit- 
ness said he could not recall others solicited for 
funds although he was on the collection com- 
mittee for a period of time. 

Future Witnesses 
Walter R. Powell Jr., chief FCC Broadcast 

Bureau counsel in the case, indicated he has 
"at least" 10 more witnesses after Mr. Courey's 
testimony is concluded. Mr. Courey was wit- 
ness No. 5 for the Bureau. 

Mr. Courey, now operator of a summer re- 
sort, bar and restaurant at Mercer, Wis., said 
he was born in Syria in 1900, came to this 
country in 1914 and later became a U. S. citizen. 
He told counsel for Mr. Lamb he shot a man in 
1925 in a business dispute and was convicted 
of second degree murder after pleading guilty 
at the advice of counsel. Sentenced to life im- 
prisonment, he said he was released after five 
years when his term was commuted. 

The witness testified he joined the Communist 
Party at Toledo in 1938 as part of his work 
for a private detective agency. He was expelled 
in 1942, he said. While in the party, Mr. Courey 
said he served as bodyguard at times for party 
officials and built himself up as a gunman. 
"With the Communist Party I am a very tough 
man, a very dangerous man," he recalled. 

Mr. Courey said in June 1938 he accom- 

Lamb Charges Libel 
LIBEL suit for $500,000 was reportedly 
filed in Lucas County (Toledo) Common 
Pleas Court last week by Edward Lamb 
against directors of Air -Way Electric 
Appliance Corp. Mr. Lamb, whose 
WICU (TV) Erie, Pa., is in license re- 
newal hearing before FCC, charged in 
the suit that the Air -Way directors libeled 
him twice in a letter soliciting proxies 
against a special shareholders meeting 
sought by Mr. Lamb between Oct. 15 
and Nov. 15. 

Mr. Lamb, who owns about 31 % of 
the firm's stock, charged the directors 
misrepresented facts about his purchase 
of the stock, thereby injuring his repu- 
tation for truth and veracity. In another 
suit filed in Delaware, Mr. Lamb charged 
the directors secretly changed the by- 
laws to require two -thirds of the stock- 
holders rather than a majority to call 
a special meeting. 
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panied Max Wall, local party official, to Mr. 
Lamb's office in Toledo. He said Mr. Wall 
asked for a contribution to hire a hall for a 
speech by a national Communist Party leader 
and Mr. Lamb donated $5. 

The witness recalled being arrested at the 
speech for disturbing the peace. He said Mr. 
Lamb represented him and the case was dis- 
missed. 

The second time he saw Mr. Lamb give a 
donation was in July 1940, Mr. Courey testi- 
fied. The amount was $2 for a party picnic, 
he said, with Mr. Wall again making the 
solicitation. 

Under cross examination by Russell Morton 
Brown, co- counsel for Mr. Lamb with ex -U. S. 
Attorney General J. Howard McGrath, the 
witness said he is a special deputy sheriff in 
Iron County, Wis., and carries a gun because 
he doesn't trust the Communists. He testified 
Monday he brought a gun with him to Wash- 
ington but it was in his luggage and not loaded. 

The hearing was recessed Tuesday because 
the next Broadcast Bureau witness was ill and 
Mr. Brown indicated he wanted a little time 
before completing his cross examination of 
Mr. Courey. 

WINR Granted Ch. 40 
At Binghamton, N. Y. 
FINAL DECISION to grant ch. 40 at Bingham- 
ton, N. Y., to WINR there was issued by FCC 
last week in one of several television actions. 
The ruling dismissed the competitive bid of 
WENE Endicott which a hearing examiner 
earlier proposed to deny in favor of WINR 
[BT, Aug. 30]. 

The Commission also advised Wilmington 
Television Corp., permittee of ch. 3 WTHT 
(TV) Wilmington, N. C., that its application for 
extension of time to complete construction 
"indicates necessity of a hearing." Comr. 
Frieda B. Hennock dissented, noting FCC 
granted multiple extensions to most of the 108 
pre -freeze stations. 

FCC noted WTHT has not ordered equip- 
ment nor begun construction at the transmitter 
site although studies are under way concerning 
use of higher power and tower. 

In another tv action, FCC invited comments 
by Oct. 11 on the proposal of ch. 74 WMGT 
(TV) North Adams, Mass., for substitution of 
ch. 19 there. Switch would involve substitution 
of ch. 54 for 19 at Utica -Rome, N. Y.; substitu- 
tion of ch. 15 for 19 at Portsmouth, N. H., and 
ch. 74 for 33 at Bennington, Vt., FCC said. 
Comr. Robert T. Bartley dissented. 

CAA Adopts Principles 
On Locating Air Aids 
GENERAL PRINCIPLES governing the relo- 
cation of existing air navigation aids, or the 
installation of new ones, because of the loca- 
tion of a radio or tv tower have been adopted 
by the Civil Aeronautics Administration and 
furnished to all regional administrators. 

In a memorandum signed by Acting CAA 
Administrator S. A. Kemp, regional adminis- 
trators were authorized to adjust procedures or 
air navigation aids in order to overcome un- 
reasonable restriction of tv service. This may 
be "in a few exceptional cases," the memoran- 
dum stated. 

In discussing the impact of a tv tower loca- 
tion on existing or additional navigation aids, 
the CAA warned that no move should be made 
to place an electronic warning device on or in 
the vicinity of a tower [BIT, Aug. 2]. 

Mr. Kemp emphasized that approval of tower 
locations "should be based primarily on mini- 

mum impact to existing operational procedures. 
The relocation or addition of NAV aids shall 
be considered only when there is no other solu- 
tion to the problem and there is a clear indica- 
tion that the public benefits will outweigh the 
resulting loss of efficiency of the air navigation 
service. Efforts should be continued to resolve 
conflicts without modifying the air navigation 
system, as approval for modification will not be 
granted unless exhaustive studies show that 
modification is the only solution and the public 
interest demands such action." 

WKY Files Application 
For Purchase of WSFA 
APPLICATION for approval of the purchase 
of WSFA -AM -TV Montgomery, Ala., by WKY 
Radiophone Co. (WKY -AM -TV Oklahoma 
City) for $562,600 plus the assumption of more 
than $500,000 in notes [BT, Sept. 20] was 
filed with the FCC last week. 

Long term notes are to RCA for tv equip- 
ment ($324,902), and to First National Bank 
of Montgomery ($250,000). Reasons given 
for the sale are the failing health of some 
WSFA stockholders and business conditions. 
Stockholders are David E. Dunn, H. S. Durden, 
R. F. Hudson, R. F. Hudson Jr. and Sebie B. 
Smith. 

Application indicated that Hoyt Andres, pres- 
ent assistant manager of the WKY stations, 
would become manager of the Montgomery 
stations. WSFA operates on 1440 kc with 5 kw 
day, 1 kw night, and is an NBC affiliate. WSFA- 
TV, now under construction, is due to put its 
ch. 12 signal on the air Dec. 1. 

Balance sheet for WSFA stations, as of Aug. 
31, 1954, showed total assets of $655,862 and 
a surplus of $140,116. Estimated replacement 
value of the Alabama stations was shown as 
$895,918, with $199,418 attributed to land and 
buildings. Last year, before tv grant, Howard 
E. Pill sold his 25% interest for $100,000. 

Started in 1920 

NBC -affiliated WKY has been operating 
since 1920 and puts out 5 kw on 930 kc. 
WKY -TV on ch. 4, began operating in 1949, 
is affiliated with ABC and NBC. The Oklahoma 
stations are owned by Oklahoma Publishing 
Co. (Oklahoma City Daily Oklahoman and 
City Times, and the Farmer -Stockman). E. K. 
Gaylord is president and P. A. (Buddy) Sugg 
executive vice president of the stations. 

WKY balance sheet as of Aug. 31, 1954, in- 
dicated total assets of $2,947,590, including total 
current assets of $1,247,268. Color tv studio 
equipment was valued at $213,478. Surplus as 
of Jan. 1, 1954, was shown as $1,652,692, with 
operating gain from that date to the end of 
August $280,833. WKY also showed a net 
profit after taxes of $299,311 for 1952, and 
of $414,238 for 1953. 

Sale of the WSFA stations to WKY was 
negotiated by Blackburn -Hamilton Co. 

Secrest Sworn in at FTC 
ROBERT T. SECREST, former Democratic 
Congressman from Ohio, was sworn in last 
Monday to a seven -year term as a member of 
the Federal Trade Commission. He was ap- 
pointed to the post by President Eisenhower 
June 25 and was unanimously confirmed by the 
Senate July 2 [BT, July 5]. Mr. Secrest was a 
member of Congress from 1933 to 1942 and 
from 1949 until his appointment to the FTC. 
He succeeds Albert A. Carretta, who is return- 
ing to private law practice in Washington. 
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