
"ROANOKE- 
Bigger than 

RIC, 

HHMOND ?" 

110-1111 

"YES,BIGGER... 
BIGGER than 

Richmond by IC" 
about 

50.000 
TV Families!' 

Note- By most set counts, the 
ROANOKE TELEVISION market is 

around 50,000 TV FAMILIES BIGGER 
than the RICHMOND TELEVISON 
market. 

Check YOUR set count .. . 

then BUY Roanoke! 

Call your nearest "Colonel" 
from Peters, Griffin, Wood. 
ward,- or WM-Television! 
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R O A N O K E , V A. 
Owned and operated by 
the Times -World Corp. 
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GOVERNMENT 

PITTSBURGH CH. 11 
CONFLICT CLEARED 

WENS (TV) withdraws 
WWSW Inc. to reimburse 

FINAL obstacle in the path of Pittsburgh's 
second vhf station (WIIC [TV]) was re- 
moved last week with an agreement in- 
volving $500,000 between WWSW Inc. and 
Telecasting Inc. (ch. 16 WENS [TV] Pitts- 
burgh). 

The agreement was announced last Mon- 
day at an oral argument before the FCC on 
the admittance of WENS' application for the 
same facility and exceptions to a supple- 
mentary initial decision. 

WWSW Inc. (Pittsburgh Post- Gazette) and 
Pittsburgh Radio Supply House Inc. (WJAS 
that city), original applicants for the chan- 
nel, went through a comparative hearing 
but joined forces prior to the issuance of an 
initial decision [DDT, June 6, 1955]. Under 
this agreement, Supply House was given a 
three -year option to acquire 50% of the 
stock of WWSW Inc., which in turn re- 
turned ownership of WWSW -AM -FM to the 
parent newspaper company. Supply House 
also was to sell WJAS. 

Following this, WENS filed for ch. 11 

the same week that an initial decision was is- 
sued favoring WWSW Inc. [AT DEADLINE, 
July 4, 1955]. Less than a month later the 
Commission issued a final decision for 
WWSW Inc. (WIIC) and denied the WENS 
application and one by ch. 53 WKJF- 
TV Pittsburgh. 

WENS then appealed and obtained a 
court order staying the grant until the Com- 
mission ruled on the uhf station's petition 
for rehearing. FCC then ordered a rehearing 
and made WENS a party to the proceeding 
[Bel', Dec. 5, 1955]. In the second hearing, 
Examiner Hugh B. Hutchison upheld the 
Commission's ch. 11 grant to WWSW Inc., 
ruling that there had been no transfer of 
control in the applicant and that there had 
been no violation of FCC policy [DDT, July 
9, 1956]. 

Under the agreement announced last 
week, WENS agreed to withdraw its ap- 
plication before the FCC and also to cease 
its court action against the grant. In return 
WWSW Inc. reimbursed WENS $200,000 in 
"out-of-pocket" expenses and contracted to 
purchase that station's studio and office 
building plus approximately six acres of 
land for $300,000. WENS was given a three - 
year lease to the property in return for $400 
monthly rental. 

WWSW Inc. also agreed not to object to 
future moves by WENS to obtain any vhf 
channel in Pittsburgh other than ch. 11. The 
parties said the move was made to facilitate 
the establishment of a second vhf station 
in Pittsburgh. The only commercial v 
operating in that city is Westinghouse 
Broadcasting Co.'s ch. 2 KDKA -TV. WENS, 
owned by Henry Oliver Rea, Larry Israel 
and associates, has been on the air since mid - 
I953 and has suffered heavy financial losses. 
Mr. Rea also has interests in WPOR Port- 

land, WABI -AM -TV Bangor and WMTW 
(TV) Poland Springs, all Maine. 

WWSW was founded in 1932 and operates 
on 970 kc with 5 kw; WWSW -FM on 94.5 
me with 20 kw. William Block is publisher 
of the parent Pittsburgh Post -Gazette. In 
addition to WJAS (MBS, 1320 kc, 5 kw), 
Radio Supply House owns WHJB Greens- 
burg, Pa. (620 kc, 1 kw day, 500 w night) 
and is controlled by H. Kenneth Brennan 
and family. 

WENS also had questioned the matter of 
overlap between WWSW and WHJB, which 
the examiner ruled was substantial and 
would warrant "careful examination and 
study" should an application be filed for 
transfer of negative control of WIIC to the 
Brennan family. However, the examiner 
noted, WHJB will be sold if overlap would 
bar the acquisition of 50% of WIIC. 

Still underway is a five- cornered race for 
Pittsburgh's ch. 4. This involves Tv City Inc. 
(KQV Pittsburgh interests), WCAE Pitts- 
burgh (Pittsburgh Sun -Telegraph), WLOA 
Braddock, Pa.; Wespen Tv Inc. (David and 
Jerry Fink and associates), and Irwin Com- 
munity Tv Co. (including WEDO McKees- 
port, Pa., interests). There has been renewed 
speculation that a merger agreement (once 
close to being effected) is near. 

Magnuson Offers Bill 
To Limit Equal Time 
NEW efforts are being made to amend Sec. 
315 of the Communications Act. The latest 
is a measure (S 1369) introduced by Sen. 
Warren G. Magnuson (D- Wash.) chair- 
man of the Senate Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Committee. The bill is similar to 
one proposed last year but which died in 
committee. 

Briefly, the bill, providing for equal time, 
requires a political party to have polled at 
least four percent of the popular vote cast 
in the preceding presidential election. The 
alternative would be for the party to file 
petitions in the "several states" which in the 
aggregate bear a number of signatures equal 
to at least one percent of the total vote cast 
in the preceding presidential election. 

FCC Grants San Angelo Ch. 3, 
Educational Jacksonville Ch. 7 

THE FCC granted new television stations 
last week to: 

San Angelo, Tex. -San Angelo Televi- 
sion Co., ch. 3, 3.02 kw visual power. San 
Angelo co-owners are Lowell Smith and Joe 
N. Weatherby. Mr. Smith was formerly mi- 
nority stockholder in KTXL -TV San An- 
gelo; Mr. Weatherby also had minority hold- 
ings in KTXL -TV. 

Jacksonville, Fla.- Educational Tv Inc., 
educational ch. 7, 16.3 kw visual power. 
President of Educational Tv Inc. is Dr. Hey- 
wood A. bowling, chiropodist. First vice 
president is Dr. Paul L. Johnson, president 
of Jacksonville Junior College. 
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