
liam Henry, ex- chairman of FCC, who 
succeeds Leonard Marks as member of 
association's public board of directors. 
Mr. Marks resigned when he became 
director of the U. S. Information 
Agency. 

EIA honor The Electronic Industries 
Association has awarded its Medal of 
Honor to Patrick E. Haggerty, presi- 
dent- director of Texas Instruments Inc., 
Dallas. The award is presented annual- 
ly for "outstanding contribution to the 
advancement of the electronics indus- 
try." 

Color it ballyhoo KnI(TV) Corpus 
Christi, Tex., has put color in the home - 
viewers' wash. With a simulated deter- 
gent box mailing piece, am announced 
network and local color programing de- 
signed to please the family. Notes one 

blurb: "Babies thrive on tact color; they 
see those vegetables, actually cry for 
their spinach." Mom discovers blondes 
"look dreamy" and Dad no longer be- 
comes "sudsed up" at discipline -time: 
no Kitt for bad youngsters. Despite its 
"color power," Kur guarantees faithful 
reproduction of the most delicate color 
spots. 

New York office Richards Associates, 
Washington, public relations firm, has 
opened a New York office at 100 West 
57th Street with Michael J. Foster as 
vice president in charge. Telephone: 
765 -5520. 

An aye for an I Alert early- morning 
wit, Philadelphia listeners lit up the sta- 
tion's switchboard with reports that 
something seemed to be missing from 
the outlet's call letters. W -P came over 

fine, but where was the "i "? The sta- 
tion subsequently alterted listeners that 
a note constructed of cut -out pasted 
letters in the classic criminal manner 
had been received, stating that the of- 
ficial "I" had been stolen by The Mys- 
tery Man. Offering a $500 reward for 
the return of the ID component, the 
station periodically relayed clues as they 
were received from the mystery man. 
By the time the promotion was a week 
old, the cause had become so célèbre 
that Mayor James J. Tate opened his 
regular news conference with a cate- 
gorical denial of his complicity in the 
theft. The campaign continued for a 
second week before two Philadelphians 
claimed the reward by correctly iden- 
tifying the mystery man as a local band- 
leader who had led the wiP orchestra 
back in the '20's. 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

Yogi and friends going to Taft 
Group- station owner diversifies with purchase 

of Hanna -Barbera Productions for $12 million 

Taft Broadcasting Co., Cincinnati, 
has begun an expansion program by 
agreeing to acquire Hanna -Barbera 
Productions Inc., Hollywood, for ap- 
proximately $12 million. 

The purchase price includes 60,000 
shares of Taft common treasury stock 
with the balance to be paid in cash. 
The stock and an unstated amount of 
cash will be paid Dec. 28, closing date 
of the agreement, and the remaining 
cash will be paid in three annual in- 
stallments through Jan. 3, 1969. 

William Hanna and Joseph Barbera, 
founders of the production house, will 
receive the stock. The cash will be dis- 
tributed to them and a third stockhold- 
er, George Sidney. Hanna -Barbera 
will operate as a wholly owned Taft 
subsidiary. 

The acquisition is subject to certain 
conditions, including a ruling from the 
Internal Revenue Service and the revi- 
sion of Taft's current capital loan agree- 
ments. Taft said it will not have to do 
any additional borrowing to complete 
the deal. 

Just About Everywhere Hanna -Bar- 
bera, parent of Huckleberry Hound, 
Yogi Bear, Fred Flintstone and many 
other cartoon characters, now has nine 
shows on network TV and another five 
shows in syndication. On ABC: Magilla 
Gorilla and Peter Potamus. On CBS: 
Frankenstein Jr. and Space Ghost. On 
NBC: Space Cadets, Top Cat, Jetsons, 
Atom Ant and Secret Squirrel. In syn- 
dication: The Flintstones, Quick Draw 
McGraw, Ruff 'n Reddy, Huckleberry 
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Hound and Yogi Bear. 
Founded in 1957, the firm has pro- 

duced more than 1,300 cartoon pro- 
grams for TV. Its studios are now used 
for cartoons, commercials and TV spe- 
cials. 

Hulbert Taft Jr., chairman of the 
broadcasting group, said entertainment 
film production has been looked on as 

the "most logical area" for Taft's diver- 
sification and expansion. "We have 
seen many opportunities in that field," 
he added, "but none which has im- 
pressed us as much as Hanna -Barbera." 

Taft stations are: WKRC- AM -FM -TV 
Cincinnati; WBRC- AM -FM -TV Birming- 
ham, Ala.; WKYT -TV Lexington, Ky.; 
WGR- AM -FM -TV Buffalo, N.Y.; WTVN- 
AM -FM -Tv Columbus, Ohio; WDAF -AM- 
FM-TV Kansas City, Mo., and WNEP -TV 
Scranton- Wilkes -Barre, Pa. 

Columbia files 

counterattack 

Columbia Pictures Corp. filed suit 
late Thursday (Oct. 27) in the U. S. 
District Court for the Southern District 
of New York to restrain a group of 
shareholders with an asserted majority 
of company stock from assuming con- 
trol of the motion picture -TV organi- 
zation. 

The action followed a demand by 

dissident stockholders earlier in the 
week for immediate control of the corn- 
pany. 

In one instance in its complaint, 
Columbia cited the Communications 
Act of 1934, which prohibits aliens 
from owning more than 25% of hold- 
ing companies with TV -radio station 
interests. 

One of the defendants is the Banque 
de Paris et des Pays Bas, Geneva, which 
acquired 680,000 shares of Columbia 
stock (34% of outstanding shares) 
earlier this month through a tender of- 
fer (BROADCASTING, Oct. 17). Colum- 
bia, through its Screen Gems subsidiary, 
owns or controls KCPX- AM -FM -TV Salt 
Lake City: WAPA -TV San Juan and 
WOLE -TV Aguadilla, both Puerto Rico, 
and wvuE(Tv) New Orleans. 

The complaint also claimed that two 
other defendants, Dreyfus Fund and 
Madison Fund, have through their pur- 
chase of Columbia stock acquired in- 
terests in excess of 1% in more than 
five VHF TV stations in violation of 
the regulations of the FCC. These 
funds, it was stated, also have invest- 
ments in Metromedia Inc. and Wometco 
Enterprises, both group -station owners. 

Other Charges Columbia also 
charged that these and other defend- 
ants have violated the investment corn - 
pany act of 1940, the securities ex- 
change act and various sections of the 
U. S. Code. Other defendants in the 
Columbia action are M. M. Clairmont, 
Alliston Corp., Lee National Corp., 
Mrs. Sylvia Martin, Gerald Rivlin, 
Kuhn, Loeb & Co., Paribas Corp. and 
Edward A. Merkle. 

The Swiss branch of the French 
bank is said to own about 34% of Co- 
lumbia stock, and other dissident share- 
holders approximately 20 %. 

Columbia asked that all defendants 
be restrained from voting any common 
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