
Late news breaks on this page and overleaf. 
Complete coverage of the week begins on page 23. 

News media function can counter threats 
Broadcast leaders plan strategy at L. A. meetings. 

Broadcasters' regulatory and legisla- 
tive problems can be handled if cur- 
rent threats to basic freedom as news 
media can be successfully parried. That 
was theme of first conference of broad- 
cast leadership under aegis of National 
Association of Broadcasters in Los 
Angeles. 

With Dr. Frank Stanton, CBS presi- 
dent, as discussion leader, major at- 
tention at Feb. 27 meeting focused 
on freedom of speech as function of 
media's journalistic role rather than on 
interference with programing in gen- 
eral, fairness doctrine and ownership 
issues, all regarded as collateral to 
basic First Amendment problem. 

Los Angeles meeting will be followed 
by closed luncheon session in Atlanta 
on March 6 with NBC President Julian 
Goodman leading debate, and on 
March 11 in Chicago with ABC Pres- 
ident Leonard Goldenson as network 
participant. 

Serious mien of meeting was said by 
one participant to be clearly evident 
because of magnitude of broadcasters' 
problems. 

There was unanimity on these points: 
(1) That better communications job 

needs to be done with people in public 
life and at grass roots. 

(2) That local broadcasters should 
maintain "man -to -man" contact with 
their congressmen and senators and be 
available to trade association experts in 
public affairs to work with them either 
at home or in Washington. 

(3) That broadcasters should not 
treat their news responsibilities lightly 
but should parry every thrust against 
their complete freedom. 

(4) That broadcasters should use 
their own prime time to tell their story. 

Also explored was possibility of back- 
ing legislative proposals that would 
help stabilize license renewal situations 
by excluding from specific FCC con- 
sideration stations' ownership in other 
types of businesses, including competing 
media. 

Vincent T. Wasilewski, NAB pres- 
ident, opposed suggestion that televi- 
sion and radio be separated in dealing 
with problems since television primarily 
is under attack. Mr. Wasilewski felt 
that independent broadcasters can con- 
tribute importantly at local levels. 

Tn addition to Dr. Stanton and Mr. 
Wasilewski, those participating at din- 
ner meeting were: Thomas S. Murphy, 
Capital Cities Broadcasting; Thad Sand- 
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strom, Stauffer stations; Ward Quaal, 
WON Continental; Charles H. Tower, 
Corinthian Broadcasting; Arch Madsen, 
Bonneville stations: Jack Harris, KPRC- 
AM-TV Houston; Harold Stuart, Kvoo- 
AM-TV Tulsa; John Hamlyn, McClatchy 
stations; Dale Moore, Moore stations, 
Missoula, Mont.; C. Howard Lane, 
KOIN- AM -FM -TV Portland, Ore.; Robert 
F. Wright, WTOK -TV Meridian, Miss.; 
Frank Fogarty, Meredith stations; 
James C. Leake, Griffin -Leake stations; 
Richard C. Block, Kaiser Broadcasting; 
Mike Shapiro, WFAA- AM -FM -TV Dallas: 
Lawrence H. Berger, KHVH- AM -FM -TV 
Honolulu: Paul Comstock, NAB, and 
Roy Danish. TIO, New York. 

Convention coverage okay 
FCC has found "no substantial basis 
for concluding" that three networks 
violated fairness doctrine in their cover- 
age of Democratic national convention 
in Chicago in August ( "Closed Cir- 
cuit," Feb 10). 

But commission, in Feb. 28 letter to 
ABC, CBS and NBC said it is continu- 
ing to investigate reports of staged 
news events at convention. It asked 
networks for reports in 30 days on 
whether their personnel were involved 
in any of alleged staging incidents. 

Commission used letter, which it 
adopted by 7 -to -0 vote, as vehicle for 
explaining limits of its authority in area 
of broadcast news. It said its respon- 
sibility is to assure that licensees air 
all sides of controversial issues. 

But, it added, it has "never attemvted 
to determine whether news coverage is 
fair in sense of presenting the truth of 
an event as the commission might see 
it." Commission said it would not at- 
tempt to substitute its news judgment 
for that of licensee. 

Commission also said it would in- 
vestigate allegation of staged news only 
if it had "extrinsic evidence" on which 
to proceed. 

Commission dealt with question of 
its authority -and lack of authority -to 
deal with news coverage as a result of 
what it called "puzzling assertions" of 
NBC and CBS that inquiry of type 
commission made regarding networks' 
coverage of convention raises danger of 
government censorship. 

"We have made clear. in decision 
after decision," commission said, "the 
right of broadcasters to be as outspoken 
as they wish, and that allowance must 

be made for honest mistakes on their 
part." 

Commission checked into network 
coverage of convention after receiving 
hundreds of complaints that networks 
had been unfair. Charge related mainly 
to coverage of civil disturbances out- 
side convention hall and Vietnam war 
issue. Three networks, in responses to 
commission inquiry, said they had aired 
all sides of those matters, although 
their coverage of disorders had been 
hampered by technical problems. 

ABC's fall lineup 
ABC -TV is releasing its 1969 -70 fall 
schedule today (March 3). Highlights 
show total of 12 new shows, reclaim- 
ing of Thursday -night 10 -11 period 
that ABC had returned to stations, and 
break from established time -period pat- 
terns by slotting adjacent 45- minute 
shows Monday nights. Schedule (in- 
cluding program type and production 
company for new series) : 

Sunday: 7 -8 Land of Giants; 8 -9 
FBI: 9 -11 movie. 

Monday: 7:30 -8:15 The Music Scene 
(recording artists -hits: Tommy Smothers 
and Ken Fritz, producers); 8:15 -9 The 
New People (youth adventure; Spelling/ 
Thomas); 9 -10 The Survivors (dra- 
matic; Universal TV); 10 -11 Love- 
American Style (love stories; Para- 
mount). 

Tuesday: 7:30 -8 Mod Squad; 8:30- 
10 Movie of the Week (movies for TV, 
by various producing firms): 10 -11 
Marcus Welby, M.D. (medical; Uni- 
versal TV). 

Wednesday: 7:30 -8 Flying Nun; 8- 
8:30 The Courtship of Eddie's Father 
(comedy; MGM -TV); 8:30 -9 Room 
Two Twenty Two (Negro high -school 
teacher -adventure; 20th Century-Fox). 

Thursday: 7:30 -8 The Ghost and 
Mrs. Muir (moves from NBC; Fox); 
8 -8 :30 That Girl; 8:30 -9 Bewitched; 
9 -10 This Is Toni Jones; 10 -11 It Takes 
a Thief. 

Friday: 7:30 -8 Let's Make a Deal; 
8 -8:30 The Brady Bunch (big -family 
comedy; Paramount); 8 -9 Mr. Deeds 
Goes to Town (comedy after movie; 
Screen Gems); 9 -10 Here Come the 
Brides; I0 -11 Jimmy Durante Presents 
the Lennon Sisters (comedy- variety; 
Harold Cohen, producer). 

Saturday: 7:30 -8 The Dating Gaine: 
8 -R: 30 The Newlywed Game; 8:30- 
9:30 Lawrence Welk; 9:30 -10:30 Hol- 
lywood Palace; 10 :30 -11 station time. 

Current shows not scheduled to re- 
turn are The Avengers, Peyton Place, 
Outcasts, Big Valley, N.Y.P.D., That's 

More "At Deadline" on page 10 


