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Top secret 
There has been follow -up to FCC ac- 
tion last month tightening rules aimed 
at sealing off leaks of information 
from commission ("Closed Circuit." 
Feb. 17). Executive Director Max Pag- 
lin has circulated new memorandum 
throughout commission advising all per- 
sonnel of restrictions on disclosure of 
matters before public announcements. 
Among other things, reportedly, it says 
that commission agenda items not yet 
acted upon must be kept locked "in 
desk drawer or any other containers 
that can be locked." "This applies," said 
one impressed staffer. "even to nitty 
gritty items, like transmitter moves." 

All but sold 
Firm yes or no (probably yes) on 
ABCs bid to acquire WKTR -TV Ketter- 
ing (Dayton), Ohio, is expected mo- 
mentarily. Deal for channel 16 inde- 
pendent, reportedly at price between 
$1.5 million and $2 million (BROAD- 
CASTING, Feb. 3, 24), has been set- 
subject to approval by board of WKTR- 

TV owner, Kittyhawk Television Corp. 
(plus, as always, subsequent approval 
by FCC). Kittyhawk board is slated to 
vote on it today (March 17). 

Nobody's baby 
If new administration decides to re- 
lease report of Task Force on Tele- 
communications Policy, impounded 
since it was submitted to President 
Johnson last Dec. 6. it will be with 
loud disclaimer that it has endorse- 
ment of President Nixon. Ever since 
report's submission, efforts have been 
made by Task Force chairman, former 
Under Secretary of State Eugene V. 
Rostow, and certain of his minions to 
shake it loose (see page 146). 

Last week it was reported that White 
House is considering releasing 400 -page 
report for what it's worth, but without 
endorsement of any of its provisions, 
including that giving support to "wired 
city" concept of cable television or 
proposing establishment of Department 
of Communications to handle over -all 
policy and allocations. leaving FCC 
purely as licensing authority. 

Plugs in plugola 
Eight -year -old FCC rulemaking aimed 
at establishing antiplugola rule may be 
wiped out, and policy statement on 
plugola issued instead. That, at least. 
is recommendation of staff. Rulemak- 
ing, issued in response to congressional 

pressure at time when memories of 
payola and plugola scandals in broad- 
casting were still fresh, ran into con- 
siderable opposition from industry, and 
matter was shelved. But over years, 
commission has made its views on sub- 
ject known in number of cases where 
licensee or his employes used station's 
facilities for personal ends. 

These cases are said to form basis 
of policy statement prepared by staff 
for commission consideration. Item is 
on agenda this week, but that is no 
guarantee it will be taken up. Commis- 
sion has put it over on meeting -to- 
meeting basis over past several weeks. 

Hang -up 
Westinghouse Electric Corp.'s proposed 
acquisition of MCA remains stumbling 
block to FCC renewal of California 
stations licensed to Westinghouse 
Broadcasting Co. Commission consid- 
ered application for KFWB Los Angeles 
last week, but apparent opposition 
within commission even to conditional 
renewal resulted in item being put 
over. Matter is expected to come up 
again this week, along with renewal 
application for KPIx(TV) San Francis- 
co. 

Chairman Rosel H. Hyde is known 
to favor conditional renewal, on ground 
that commission should do its work and 
let Justice Department do its, if it wants 
to block merger. Justice now has mat- 
ter under study. Conditions being rec- 
ommended by staff would require WBC 
to inform commission before consum- 
mating merger so that agency could re- 
view takeover agreement. Some staffers 
feel merger could require filing of trans- 
fer of control applications, even though 
it is Westinghouse that is buying MCA. 

Music rates 
It'll be one down, one to go when All - 
Industry TV Stations Music License 
Committee meets in Washington during 
National Association of Broadcasters 
convention next week. Full committee 
will hear Charles Tower of Corinthian 
Broadcasting, chairman of group, and 
fellow negotiators report that deal re- 
ducing music fees payable to American 
Society of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers seems finally, after seven years, 
ready for submission to stations for ap- 
proval. Big news of meeting, however, 
could be first inkling of what Broadcast 
Music Inc. thinks its own new music - 
license rates for TV stations ought to be. 

BMI President Edward G. Cramer 
has been invited and has agreed to at- 
tend meeting and talk about negotiating 

new TV- station contract. But he is not 
saying -at least not publicly -what 
BMI will seek. All- industry group, of 
course, wants rates lowered. By impli- 
cation, at least, its leaders have indi- 
cated they would like to keep them in 
ratio that existed before ASCAP rate 
reduction was agreed on: 50% of 
ASCAP rates (BROADCASTING, Aug. 26, 
1968). If BMI takes tack it followed in 
radio negotiations last fall, it will cite 
greatly increased use of BMI music on 
TV. But there is some speculation it 
might do so more in hope of avoiding 
big TV -rate reduction than in quest of 
increase (which it won, in Radio case). 
Meeting is set for 3 p.m. March 25 at 
Shoreham hotel. 

New product 
Work has begun at NBC Domestic En- 
terprises on three pilots for projected 
series for first -run syndication. All are 
being produced in association with out- 
side producers. Series of 10 original, 
one -hour specials will make circuses 
and traveling shows its focal point. Un- 
like most entertainment specials, series 
will not emphasize star values, accord- 
ing to NBC source. Another is true -life 
action -adventure series of 26 half- hours, 
being produced in association with Bill 
Burrud Productions. Producer Burrud 
is noted for nature documentaries. En- 
tire series will be produced in Canada. 
Third project is dramatic series con- 
cerning pre -trial police investigation. 
Episodes are half- hours, and number 
would justify daily strip, according to 
spokesman. 

Turnout 
Another new record was established in 
number of entries in this year's Voice 
of Democracy program. Annual com- 
petition, initiated by National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters 22 years ago but 
for few years under direction of Veter- 
ans of Foreign Wars, with cooperation 
of NAB and state associations of broad- 
casters, drew 400,000 entries this year 
from more than 8,000 high schools. 

New -season selling 
NBC -TV affiliates were told privately 
last week (by closed circuit) that busi- 
ness worth $150 million already is on 
network's books for fourth quarter 
1969 -these sales made within single 
eight -day period. Sales progress report 
was presented by Don Durgin, NBC - 
TV network president, as he and Mort 
Werner, vice president, programs, filled 
in affiliates on new- season programing. 
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