
tain principals of Recreation do not 
take an active management role in 
Channel 51, or in Recreation, which- 
ever they choose. John A. Kemper, who 
was involved in an ABC -TV affiliation 
controversy in Dayton, Ohio, has a 

20% stock interest in Recreation Corp. 
with his wife. He is not involved in 
management at present, however, and 
has placed his stock in voting trust. 

Cable television 
American Television & Communica- 

tions Corp., Denver, has exercised pur- 
chase options to acquire four cable tele- 
vision systems in Pennsylvania and Ten- 
nessee. The acquisitions were made for 
an undisclosed amount of cash. In 
Pennsylvania, ATC acquired the re- 
maining two- thirds interest in Reading 
CATV Inc., owner of Berks TV Cable 
Inc., with an estimated more than 
18,000 subscribers in Reading, Pa. In 
Tennessee, ATC acquired the remaining 
50% interest in Milex Inc., which op- 
erates systems in Milan, Lexington and 
Henderson, Tenn. ATC also announced 
that it has been awarded two franchises 
by the communities of Maitland and 
Casselberry, near Orlando, Fla. 

Taft's WBRC -AM -FM 
sold for $2 million 
Group broadcaster Taft Broadcasting 
Co. will sell its WBRC -AM -FM Birming- 
ham, Ala., to Mooney Broadcasting 
Co., subject to FCC approval. Price was 
fixed at $2,050,000. 

Taft will retain its WBRC -TV Birming- 
ham. Company President Lawrence H. 
Rogers II explained that the sale was 
being made to enable the firm to "de- 
vote our full energies" to the operation 
of the television outlet there. He added 
that the radio sale does not presage a 
move by Taft to break up its radio -TV 
combinations in its other markets. He 
instead emphasized that the company 
is looking into other broadcast acquisi- 
tions, although no specific buys are pres- 
ently in progress. Taft also owns WGR- 
AM-FM-TV Buffalo, N.Y.; WNEP(TV) 
Scranton -Wilkes- Barre, Pa.; WTAF -TV 
Philadelphia; WTVN -AM -Tv and waux- 
(FM) Columbus, Ohio; WKRC- AM -FM- 
TV Cincinnati; WDAF- AM -FM -TV Kansas 
City, Mo. It also has communications - 
oriented subsidiaries, including Hanna - 
Barbera Productions. Hollywood. 

Mooney Broadcasting is a publicly 
owned corporation headed by George 
P. Mooney. It owns WMAK(AM) Nash- 
ville and WKGN(AM) Knoxville, both 
Tennessee; waits(Am) Pensacola, Fla., 
and wuNo(AM) San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

WBRc(AM) operates on 960 khz with 
10 kw. WBRC -FM is on 106.9 mhz with 
13 kw and an antenna 1,110 feet above 
average terrain. Broker is Hamilton - 
Landis & Associates. 
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Burch bends an ear 
toward radio 
He wants 'special group' 
at FCC to listen 
to ad hoc radio committee 

Radio broadcasters look to be in for 
more positive attention from the FCC. 
This, apparently, is the meaning of an 
exchange of letters between Richard 
Chapin (Stuart Enterprises, Lincoln, 
Neb.) and FCC Chairman Dean Burch 
which was made public at last week's 
National Association of Broadcasters' 
joint board meeting in Marco Island, 
Fla. (see page 26). 

Chairman Burch told Mr. Chapin, 
chairman of the NAB joint board 
that he has instructed John M. Torbet, 
the FCC's executive director, to work 
with NAB President Vincent Wasilew- 
ski to explore the feasibility of estab- 
lishing an ad hoc radio broadcasters 
committee to study FCC policies, rules 
and procedures. Recommendations from 
this committee, Mr. Burch said, would 
go to "a group staffed by the FCC's 
Broadcast Bureau." This "special group" 
would in turn make recommendations to 
the FCC commissioners as appropriate. 

Mr. Chapin, who since last fall has 

been advocating special FCC services 
for radio broadcasters - particularly 
those in small markets -had written 
Mr. Burch last November urging moves 
at the FCC to lighten the regulatory 
burden of radio broadcasters. Mr. 
Chapin was particularly anxious to have 
the commission provide a special unit 
that would act as a sympathetic center 
for radio broadcast inquiries. 

Mr. Wasilewski said last week he 
would contact Mr. Torbet to establish 
broadcasters committee. 

Radio broadcasters still hope for a 
fo-mal move to de- regulate radio, as 
suggested to the International Radio & 

Television Society last fall by Clay T. 
Whitehead, director of the Office of 
Telecommunications Policy (BROAD- 
CASTING, Oct. 11, 1971). 

Light viewer 
The audience for NBC -TV's Today 
show, high by standards of its early time 
of day, might be higher yet if it could 
persuade parent company executives to 
tune in. The New York Times reported 
last week that Robert W. Sarnoff, presi- 
dent of RCA Inc., asked at Today's 20th 
anniversary party whether he watched 
the show, replied: "Yes. I think I looked 
at it about a year ago." 

25 YEARS 
AMERICA'S MOST 
EXPERIENCED MEDIA 
BROKERS 

For sale: 
CALIFORNIA: -Non -directional daytimer in single- station market. 

Good opportunity for owner -manager. Includes 
some real estate. Price $60,000. $12,500 down. 

FULLTIME: -Non -directional profitable AM in single station 
growing market. Good equipment. Price includes 
transmitter real estate. Good studio lease. $250,000 
on terms. 

Call Don C. Reeves in our San Francisco office. 
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