
ing the sociological and psychological 
aspects of what we were doing, and we 
found out that the music was only 
about 50% of the reason for our suc- 
cess. Today, as radio changes, there 
isn't room for more than one AM 
rocker in a market, with the under- 
grounds and the progressive rockers and 
everything else. 

"We felt that if we could take a 
group of songs that made people feel 
good, or reminded them of events or 
emotional states in their lives, they 
would respond," says Mr. Thayer. "It's 
a conditioning process where we are 
not just talking words to people. We 
think the basic idea of communications 
is communications at a feeling level, 
not just a word level." 

Jack Thayer feels that WGAR is doing 
just that. 

Beatles' separate ways still lead to bank 
The Beatles, each now on his own, are 
once again active on the charts and in 
the media. Paul McCartney's new 
single, "Give Ireland Back to the Irish," 
marks what is regarded as a new de- 
parture for him into the domain of 
political songwriting (considered John 
Lennon's forte for many years). With 
"Back Off Boogaloo," Ringo Starr's 
three -week -old single, he joins the 
subtle battle involving verbal jabs hid- 
den in song lyrics that has been going 
on between Mr. McCartney and the 
other two for almost a year. A new 
album by John Lennon, as yet untitled, 
is scheduled for release within the 
month. And album sales and airplay 
on George Harrison's Concert for Bang- 
ladesh have jumped noticeably, accord - 
ing to Apple Records, since the opening 
of the film of the concert in major 
markets. 

Paul and Linda McCartney wrote 
"Give Ireland Back to the Irish" after 
the riots in Londonderry in which 13 
people were killed. The song- despite its 
theme -is bright, lilty and reminiscent 
of a children's song or, perhaps, an IRA 
folk ballad. ( "Give Ireland back to the 
Irish, Don't make them have to take it 
away. Give Ireland Back to the Irish, 
Make Ireland Irish today. ") 

The song was banned by BBC Radio 

last month under a rule that prohibits 
commentary by public figures on con- 
troversial subjects. Airplay in the U.S. 
has been limited to specific markets; it 
has gotten extensive airplay in Pitts- 
burgh and Boston, for example. Despite 
the lack of national airplay, the single 
is selling well, sources at Apple say, 
and it has moved up on the charts. 

"Back Off Boogaloo" has gotten 
across- the -board national airplay from 
the time it came out. A notable aspect 
of the song is the references it makes 
to Paul McCartney. The chorus is: "Get 
yourself together now and give me 
something tasty. Everything you try to 
do, you know it all sounds wasted." 
Messrs. Lennon and McCartney have 
traded assaults on each other's music 
in their Imagine and Ram albums. In 
a McCartney song called "Too Many 
People," the lyrics read: "Too many 
people going underground ... that was 
your first mistake, trying for the lucky 
break. You broke it in two ¡referring 
to the Lennon -McCartney songwriting 
team], now what will become of you." 
John fired back in "How Do You 
Sleep ?" with "The only thing you done 
was 'Yesterday' and now its just 'An- 
other Day' [referring to two McCartney 
songs, the first with the Beatles, the 
other as a solo]." 
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John Lennon's new album, produced 
by himself, Yoko Ono and Phil Spector, 
will feature all new material. Back -up 
on the album is supplied by Elephant's 
Memory, a band on the Buddah label 
during that company's "bubble gum" 
days. After many years of obscurity, 
Memory resurfaced to play radical poli- 
tical rallies and benefits. 

The film of "The Concert for Bang- 
ladesh" premiered two weeks ago in 
New York, Boston and Toronto. Sales 
of the three -record album, out since 
Christmas, are coming close to the mil- 
lion mark, according to Apple, with a 
jump in sales of more than 100,000 
since the film's opening. The album has 
been a point of controversy since the 
publication of a piece in New York 
magazine alleging that 41.14 cents out 
of each album sale was unaccounted for 
and presumably was going to Apple and 
its president. Allen Klien. The concert 
was a charity affair, and all proceeds 
from the concert, the album, and the 
film were to go for the relief of Bengali 
refugees. Mr. Klien has denied the 
allegation and is suing the magazine 
for 550 million. 

Grand Funk, Knight 
are on the rocks 
Grand Funk Railroad, one of the top 
album -selling groups of the last two 
years, has terminated its contract with 
manager- producer Terry Knight. Ar- 
rangements have been made for Grand 
Funk to hand over representation to 
John L. Eastman, Paul McCartney's 
attorney, father -in -law and a dark 
figure in the break -up of the Beatles 
several years ago. 

Terry Knight's relationship with Grand 
Funk goes back to the early 1960's when 
he was the leader of a band called Terry 
Knight and the Pack, which included 
two members of the present Grand 
Funk. He stepped out of the band's per- 
forming activities in early 1969 and 
groomed what was a reincarnation of 
Terry Knight and the Pack for its debut 
at the first Atlanta Pop Festival. In little 
more than two- and -a -half years, Grand 
Funk has sold more than 20- million 
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