
PBS VD special gets 
support of affiliates 
Only two will not be carrying show; 
3 -M picks up tab for production 

VD Blues, the public -TV show that will 
kick off a nationwide campaign against 
venereal disease, will be carried by at 
least 95% of the stations on Public 
Broadcasting Service network, according 
to Don Fouser, who's producing the pro- 
gram. 

WMM(TV) Jackson, Miss, and KETS- 
(Tv) Little Rock, Ark., are the only two 
PBS outlets so far that have rejected the 
show (which goes out over the network 
tonight [Oct. 9]) because they don't like 
the content, Mr. Fouser said. 

"But 87 other stations," he continued, 
"will be adding their own local programs 
as a follow -up to VD Blues." 

Dick Cavett is hosting the show, which 
will feature dramatic sketches by, among 
others, the satirical cartoonist Jules Feif- 
fer and the playwright Israel Horovitz, 
and musical segments with the likes of 
Arlo Guthrie and Karen Wyman, the 
singers. 

The 3 -M Company is bankrolling the 
show and also donating $250 to each 
of the 87 stations providing local follow - 
ups (for such incidentals as visual -aid 
material and extra telephone lines). 

Reprieve for `French Chef' 
The French Chef, one of public televi- 
sion's most popular programs, will have 
a new season as the result of an eleventh - 
hour grant from the Polaroid Corp. The 
$80,000 award will permit 13 new pro- 
grams, each of which will be broadcast 
twice in a 26 -week season. Polaroid, 
which has supported the series for many 
years, had been planning to withdraw its 
fund, and it had appeared that the sea- 
son's series would have to be scraped 
together almost entirely from old shows 
of Julia Child. Polaroid at the time of its 
withdrawal announcement last spring indi- 
cated it wanted to put its money into an- 
other form of programing. The French 
Chef has been produced at WOBH -Tv Bos- 
ton since 1963. 

Program Briefs 

Zooming residuals. For first eight 
months of 1972, Hollywood writers re- 
ceived more than $5 million in residual 
earnings for films and television they 
created. According to Writers Guild of 
America, West, through August of this 
year, total of $4,697,114 had been re- 
ceived for TV writers from foreign and 
domestic residuals. Another $789,964 
was paid to screen writers whose films are 
now playing on television. Grand total 
residuals for period is $5,487,078. This 
tops $5,203,094 collected during corn- 
parable period in 1971 by more than 
$200,000. Films-to-TV residuals for cur- 
rent eight months was up nearly 28% 
over last year, while TV residuals showed 
modest 2.5% gain. 

New sports offering. CBS is associating 
with Sports Illustrated magazine to pro- 
duce weekly 30- minute sports -news TV 
program CBS Sports Illustrated, begin- 
ning Sunday, Jan. 28, at 5:30 p.m. NYT. 
Host will be Jack Whitaker. 

Bits for little bits. Kaiser Broadcasting 
Corp. is producing Snipets, educational 
vignettes for children that range in length 
from 30 seconds to two minutes. Kaiser - 
owned TV stations are to use equivalent 
of 30 minutes of Snipets spread over 
three- to-four hour period daily. First 
year's production will be 120 to 150 Snip - 
ets on such subjects as urban survival 
skills, race relations, health, languages, 
arts, etc. Dr. George Gerbner, Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania; Dr. Eleanore Mac - 
coby, Stanford, and Dr. Ithiel de Sola 
Pool, Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, are serving as advisory board. 
Production is being done at Kaiser WKBF- 
(TV) Cleveland. 
In development. Production- creative 
team of Harry Koplan and Larry Stewart, 
currently responsible for half -hour syndi- 
cated series Thrillseekers, is developing 
three properties for 1973 -74 season. In- 
cluded are Seeds of Liberty, five 60- 
minute historical specials; "Death is a 
Laugh," projected as two-hour network 
detective film feature which will be pilot 
for potential series; and The Sex God- 
desses, hour specials dealing with sex 
symbols of past. 
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One more. NBC's Hallmark Hall of Fame 
has added Paul Gallico's "The Small Mir- 
acle" to its specials' schedule, to be aired 
April 11, 1973 (8:30 -10 p.m. NYT). 
Shot on Italian locations in Rome and 
Assisi under aegis of Foote, Cone Sc Beld- 
ing Productions and Alan Landsburg 
Productions (subsidiary of Tomorrow En- 
tertainment), film stars Vittorio De Sica 
and Raf Vallone. 
NL playoffs on Mutual. Mutual Broad- 
casting System has obtained exclusive 
rights to coverage of National League 
baseball playoffs. Mutual, in association 
with Robert Wold Co., was to air second, 
third, fourth and fifth game, if necessary, 
starting Sunday (Oct. 8) at 1 p.m. NYT. 
Network was not able to carry first game 
of best -of -five series because of prior ob- 
ligation to broadcast Notre Dame foot- 
ball on that date (Oct. 7). Series matches 
eastern division champions Pittsburgh 
Pirates against Cincinnati Reds, winners 
in West. Reds' radio voice Al Michaels 
and former Cincinati pitching ace Joe 
Nu chall are handling play -by -play. 
Second season renewal Syndicated chil- 
dren's education series, The New Zoo 
Revue, has been renewed for second sea- 
son of 50 shows. Introduced as daily bar- 
tered series last January (BROADCASTING, 
Nov. 29, 1971), program was placed in 
some 85 markets. It's produced in Holly- 
wood by Funco Corp. in association with 
Stone /Bradshaw Productions Inc. 
Opens own shop. Alan Baker, formerly 
director of commercial .production, CBS, 
Philadelphia, has established Alan Baker 
Productions, specializing in film and 
videotape production. 19 Bala Avenue, 
Bala Cynwyd, Pa. 
CTW on records. Original cast album 
of Children's Television Workshop's Elec- 
tric Company, first nonbroadcast product 
of that show, will be released by Warner 
Bros. records this month. Packaging will 
include book, "word wheel" as well as 
record, all geared to help children with 
reading skills. Album was produced by 
CTW musical director Joe Raposo. 
Crimping for the Bullets. Wwnc(AM) 
Washington will originate eight games of 
Baltimore Bullets basketball games that 
will be played in Washington area during 
1972 -73 season. Pro team is slated to 
shift franchise before 1973 -74 season to 
Largo, Md., outside Washington. WwDC's 
Tony Roberts will handle play -by -play 
with Johnny Holiday on color. Station 
will also be picking up other 74 games 
this season from Bullets' network. 
New addresses. McGraw -Hill Pacific 
Productions, formerly Time -Life Produc- 
tions Pacific, has relocated its Los Ange- 
les office to 3200 Wilshire Boulevard, 
South Tower, Los Angeles, Calif. 90010. 
At same time, McGraw -Hill Pacific Pro- 
ductions, San Diego, has new address: 
Box 81047, San Diego, Calif. 92138. 
Bob King is executive in charge of Los 
Angeles office. Bill Stevens is manager 
of San Diego office. 
Trio from Poland. Beckwith Presenta- 
tions Inc., New York, has obtained U.S. 
distribution rights to three specials pro- 
duced in Poland by Telebureau of Lon- 
don and Barrett Film Corp., Los Ange- 


