
Jockeying 
Andrew M. Ockershausen (Evening Star 
Stations, Washington), chairman of Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters radio 
board, is still odds -on favorite to be 
elected next chairman of NAB joint radio - 
TV board, but other candidates are being 
urged to make race of it. Hamilton Shea 
of Gilmore Broadcasting, who was chair- 
man of NAB TV board in 1970 -71, has 
promised backers decision this week on 
whether he will declare candidacy. 

It's not so much personal opposition to 
Mr. Ockershausen that animates talk of 
rivalries as objection by television -board 
members to radio man succeeding Rich- 
ard Chapin (Stuart radio group) in top 
job. Custom has been to alternate joint 
chairmanship between radio and televi- 
sion. Another broadcaster who reportedly 
has been approached to stand for office 
is Carl Lee of Fetzer group. Peter Storer 
(Storer Broadcasting), chairman of TV 
board, withdrew as candidate for joint - 
board chairmanship early this month 
( "Closed Circuit," March 5). 

The broom 
House Commerce Committee Chairman 
Harley O. Staggers (D -W. Va.) is said to 
be determined to do something about 
what he feels is obscenity on radio and 
excessive violence on television. At hear- 
ing on renewal legislation last week he 
again warned that if broadcasting does not 
police itself, Congress will take corrective 
action (see page 119). Now there's indi- 
cation he's in dead earnest. In what could 
be preparation for full -fledged inquiry, 
Mr. Staggers's Investigations Subcommit- 
tee has been quietly gathering, from FCC 
and other sources, information on specific 
instances of purported obscenity and vio- 
lence. 

Prospect 
Harris - Intertype, Cleveland, originally 
printing- equipment manufacturer but in 
recent years diversified into electronics 
(which now accounts for 55% of its busi- 
ness) is looking hard for broadcast and 
cable -TV properties to buy, with eye open 
for stations closely held by families that 
could solve estate problems by selling to 
public company. It's also on lookout for 
newspaper acquisitions, though word is 
that electronic media have priority. Com- 
pany went into radio -TV hardware in big 
way several years ago when it acquired 
Gates Radio, old -line manufacturer. 

Distraction 
Tough and prolonged grilling that L. Pat- 
rick Gray is receiving in Senate hearing 
on his nomination to be director of Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation, is having im- 
pact, oddly enough, on FCC. Charles 
Lichenstein, special assistant to FCC 

Closed Circuite 

Chairman Dean Burch who is to become 
special assistant to Mr. Gray ( "Closed 
Circuit," Feb. 26), is now on kind of de- 
tached service to Mr. Gray, currently act- 
ing FBI director. He moved over to aid 
Mr. Gray during hearing. One FCC chore 
to which Mr. Lichenstein remains com- 
mitted involves writing portion of com- 
mission documents on results of over -all 
fairness- doctrine inquiry. But when he 
gets to it depends largely on when Senate 
committee concludes hearing on new boss. 

Little TV 
FCC proposal for legislation to permit 
television translators to broadcast limited 
amount of local programing (see page 
131) could become basis for congression- 
al hearing on whether not only translators 
but low -cost UHF's could be used as 
vehicles for self- expression in rural and 
inner -city areas. Senator Howard Baker 
(R- Tenn.), ranking minority member of 
Senate Communications Subcommittee, 
regards translators and low -cost UHF as 
possible answer to question of providing 
for greater local participation in owner- 
ship and use of mass media. He will urge 
subcommittee to hold hearing on FCC 
translator bill, and to include considera- 
tion of UHF. 

Senator has discussed his idea infor- 
mally with commission, and he has asked 
Clay T. Whitehead, director of Office of 
Telecommunications Policy, to look into 
its feasibility. Mr. Whitehead, in his 
reply last week, said development of low - 
cost UHF might be desirable, and prom- 
ised to confer with commission on study. 
Commission had under consideration for 
years plan for low -power community 
UHF's; finally abandoned it in 1969, 
when it transferred channels 70 -83 to 
land mobile. OTP officials say one diffi- 
culty with that plan was that it would 
have required low -power stations to 
maintain high technical standards; Baker 
plan envisages relaxation of standards. 

Radio Records 
There's effort under way to develop 
monthly figures on national -spot radio 
business. After discussing idea with some 
others, Alan Torbet of Alan Torbet Asso- 
ciates questionnaired other leading radio 
rep firms 10 days ago as to willingness 
to report their monthly sales figures -on 
confidential basis -to independent ac- 
counting firm, which would compile fig- 
ures into "industry" reports. Similar pro- 
cedure is used by stations -mostly televi- 
sion-in number of markets to get com- 
posite data on national and local revenues 
in those markets individually. By late last 
week, Mr. Torbet had received replies 
from 13 rep firms, all but two indicating 
interest, but he thought it still too early 
to judge what outcome may be. 

If it works, backers would like to have 
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monthly reports not only on total sales 
but also on sales by each market where 
reps maintain offices. Along with monthly 
figures, year -to -date totals could be main- 
tained and compared with year -ago re- 
sults. Advocates say spot radio is one of 
few businesses whose practitioners are 
flying virtually blind, each knowing his 
own sales figures but having little or no 
timely benchmark data against which to 
measure them. 

Price of film 
Though ABC Inc. has maintained silence 
on amount it will receive for sale of ABC 
Films to group of its key syndication 
officials (see page 126), price tag is ap- 
proximately $2.5 million. Sales price of 
ABC Films, to be known after March 30 
as Worldvision Enterprises, compares 
with $7.5 million announced for pro- 
jected sale of NBC Films to National 
Telefilm Associates (BROADCASTING, Feb. 
12). Comparison with CBS more diffi- 
cult to make since that involved spin -off 
and included both program syndication 
and cable -TV operations into Viacom In- 
ternational. At end of first day of trading 
on June 4, 1971, Viacom stock closed 
at 181/4 , giving shares that day market 
value of almost $70 million. 

New subject 
FCC Commissioner Robert E. Lee, whose 
interest in technical matters has centered 
on UHF television, is turning to FM. He 
has asked office of chief engineer to do 
study that could result.in establishment of 
more FM stations in outlying commupi- 
ties. He notes that FM channels allocated 
to cities are now occupied and that pres- 
ent adjacent -channel- separation standards 
prevent locating new stations in suburbs. 
Question is whether standards are stricter 
than necessary with modern interference- 
rejection features in FM sets. 

Engineers will turn to FM project after 
completing similar study on UHF. Latter 
was initiated at request of land- mobile 
radio interests, which feel closer spacing 
of UHF's, if found possible, would free 
spectrum space for mobile use. 

Full -time trouble 
Canadian Association of Broadcasters, in 
existence since 1928 with either general 
manager or executive vice president car- 
rying ball as chief executive, is conducting 
intensive search for first permanent presi- 
dent. Previously president has been CAB 
member elected at each annual meeting 
for one -year term. Feeling is that Cana- 
dian commercial broadcasters face many 
crises and it's now impossible for volun- 
teer president to cope. Committee has 
been formed to recruit new president, but 
search is being made difficult because 
stipulation is that person must be fully 
bilingual. Appointment is expected to be 
announced by end of June or early July. 


