
and Boston to take advantage of the large 
Catholic population, but that's sort of a 
one -shot thing. To really gauge the fever 
in this country for college basketball, 
you've got to travel to the Carolinas and 
Kentucky and Tennessee and places like 
that." 

Mr. Einhorn said he has a strong un- 
derpinning now that "I've capitalized my 
earnings" by selling TVS to Dun and 
Bradstreet's Corinthian Broadcasting, a 
transaction that was completed last year. 
Looking to the future, he said he's taking 
a tentative step in the direction of non- 
sports programing by scheduling "a major 
movie" early in June, one that's already 
had two network showings but hasn't 
been put into syndication. If the ratings 
of this movie showing are encouraging, 
he says he may think seriously about us- 
ing TVS as a conduit for movies that 
have exhausted their network runs but 
haven't started their syndication go- round. 

But, he concludes, "sports is still where 
it's at as far as I'm concerned." 

Video -tape producers 
charge noncommercials 
with unfair competition 
Association says public TV operations 
are leasing facilities at costs below 
market and that some make money 

A group of independent video -tape 
producers have charged that educational 
television stations were undercutting 
commercial companies by offering their 
facilities on the open market at rock - 
bottom prices. 

At a news conference in New York, 
Alfred Markim, executive vice president 
of Teletronics Corp., New York, and a 
national board member of the Videotape 
Production Association (the umbrella 
group of 29 companies in the video -tape 
field), said the following instances had 
been brought to his attention by associa- 
tion members: 

Noncommercial WNET -TV New York 
taped some European segments for the 
Tony awards show of 1972 by "bidding 
so low that if a commercial company 
had matched the bid it would have lost 
money on the taping "; noncommercial 
wrrw -Tv Chicago made money from 
the televising of President Nixon's March 
15 question- and -answer session with Chi- 
cago businessmen, and NET Television 
Inc., Ann Arbor, Mich., which started 
out as Public Broadcasting's center for 
tape duplication, has now gone commer- 
cial and is taking advantage of "14 or 15 
video -tape recorders worth about $120,- 
000 each" to compete "unfairly" with 
companies that have to buy their own 
equipment. 

Mr. Markim cited Title 47 of the U.S. 
Code as stating that noncommercial 
broadcasting facilities must be "used 
only for educational purposes." But, he 
added, "we're not interested in lawsuits 
and fines and punitive damages for things 
that happened in the past." He said the 
video -tape producers would "set up a file 
system to log all incidents of unfair 
competition by educational broadcasters, 

and will channel this information to the 
controlling authority in Washington." 

Mr. Markim also used the news con- 
ference to complain that ABC -TV, CBS - 
TV and NBC -TV "coerce" many inde- 
pendent producers into using "network 
facilities for production and post -pro- 
duction," a practice that "restricts our 
ability to compete with them on a fair 
and equal basis." 

NATAS retreats under 
pressure from its 
new awards format 
TV- series people feeling left out 
are threatening to boycott Emmys 

The National Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences, which only last Feb- 
ruary had taken a giant step toward re- 
ducing the number of entertainment Em- 
mys given out at the annual awards cere- 
monies, took a half -step back last week. 

Under pressure from a group of actors, 
producers and writers of series who had 
threatened to boycott this year's Emmy 
ceremonies, the trustees of NATAS 
voted to give all winners an Emmy, and 
to double the best -of- the -year awards to 
include continuing series as well as "spe- 
cials- limited series." In its restructuring 
of the Emmy awards earlier this year, 
NATAS proposed to provide a suitable 
award to category winners, but furnish 
gold statuettes only to "best of" winners 
who were to be chosen in eight areas 
(best actor, actress, writer, producer, 
musician, cinematographer, film editor 
and art director -scenic designer), with 
no distinction between specials and series. 
This last is what raised the hackles of 
TV series regulars, who claimed they 
were being discriminated against since 
their budgets were minuscule compared 
to those of some of the specials, and 
that their artistry was a week -in -week- 
out kind of thing that left them in a poor 
posture vis -a -vis performers in a big - 
budgeted single special. Among the dis- 
sidents were Mary Tyler Moore, star, 
and Allan Burns, producer, of the Mary 
Tyler Moore Show; Lee Rich, executive 
producer of The Waltons, Apple's Way 
and Doc Elliott; Bob Sweeney, producer, 
Hawaii Five -O; John Rich, producer - 
director, All in the Family; Allan Man- 
ning, producer, Good Times. 

The trustees voted March 29 to pro- 
vide separate "best of" Emmys for con- 
tinuing series as well as for specials in 
four categories (best actor, actress, direc- 
tor and writer), and on March 30 to 
provide Emmys to all winners, with the 
big winners receiving an extra line on 
their awards to indicate that they were 
tops in their fields. 

The dissidents had asked that the new 
awards policy be postponed for at least 
another year. The trustees refused to do 
this, resulting in the resignation of 
Trustee Grant Tinker, Miss Moore's hus- 
band. Mr. Tinker said his resignation 
was due not only to the Emmy -award 
dispute but also to what he called the 
structure of the academy. He said that 
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NATAS does not truly represent the 
workers in TV, and that the academy is 
rife with regionalism and self -interest. 
Mr. Tinker was elected a trustee of the 
national body last year, following a num- 
ber of years as a governor of the Los 
Angeles chapter. 

Whether the dissidents will carry out 
their threatened boycott of the May 28 
ceremonies (to be telecast by NBC) or 
whether they have been mollified by the 
revisions voted by the trustees could not 
be ascertained. There was talk of another 
meeting by the protestors, said to num- 
ber 174 persons representing 27 TV 
series, before a decision is made. 

Program Briefs 

Oscar for radio grad. John Houseman 
who won best supporting actor Oscar for 
his performance in "Paper Chase," is di- 
rector of drama department of Juilliard 
School of New York's Lincoln Center. 
In 1937, with Orson Welles, he founded 
Mercury Theater that was responsible for 
quality radio drama of late 1930's and 
early 1940's, including now War of the 
Worlds broadcast that panicked thousands 
of listeners. 
Bicentennial Music. Network 90- minute 
special, 200 Years of American Music, 
to be wholly sponsored by Airwick In- 
dustries sometime in 1975, has been an- 
nounced as joint venture by Casablanca 
Records, Dick Clark Teleshows Inc., and 
Mission Argyle Productions. Mr. Clark is 
executive producer and Jim Packer of 
Mission Argyle is in charge of network 
and worldwide syndication. 
Fanfare for MBN. Mutual Black Net- 
work receives Central Intercollegiate As- 
sociation distinguished service award for 
efforts in promoting black college sports 
through presentation of 1973 Black Col- 
lege All- American Football Team. MBN 
and Chevrolet Motor division sponsored 
selection of All -American Team in De- 
cember 1973. Among selections: Eddie 
(Too Tall) Jones, defensive tackle, Ten- 
nessee State, currently number -one draft 
choice of National Football League. 
Tisch taking over. Ownership of Wrather 
TV series, Lassie, Lone Ranger and Sgt. 
Preston of Yukon, is scheduled to be 
transferred to Edward D. Tisch, senior 
vice president and director of Wrather 
Corp. that is in process of liquidation. Mr. 
Tisch, who has been executive of Wrather 
Corp. since 1957, proposes to pay $4.35 
million for TV properties. As part of 
Wrather Corp. liquidation, it is selling its 
holdings in Disneyland hotel in Anaheim, 

to Walt Disney Productions Inc. 
for 
Calif., 

1.3 million plus 189,366 Disney 
common shares. These and other fiscal ar- 
rangements for liquidation (Wrather still 
owns 1,236,800 shares of Teleprompter 
Corp.) are to be voted on by stockholders 
sometime in May. Company reported 
1973 revenues of $20.5 million, up from 
1972's $18.4 million; net income was 
$113,771 (five cents a share) compared to 
1972 operating profits of $264,932 (12 
cents a share). 
Revell on TV. Establishment of Revell 
Productions Inc., to produce 90- minute 


