
Chopper Bunch, Land of the Lost and 
Run, loe, Run -will be previewed in 
prime time Sept. 6 at 8:30 -9. 

Recognizing that hockey often gets 
low ratings and is unpopular with many 
affiliates, but feeling that its popularity is 
growing, NBC is negotiating to renew 
the current games -but only on terms 
that, unlike this year's, would not re- 
quire presentations in prime time. The 
announcement by Carl Lindemann Jr., 
vice president, NBC Sports, drew ap- 
plause from the affiliates. He also assured 
them there would be no letup in the 
sports schedule that over the years has 
kept NBC events in the top 10 of sports 
more often than those of CBS and ABC 
combined -and in 1973 gave NBC five 
of the top five and eight of the top 10 
sports shows. 

While concentrating on moves to im- 
prove NBC -TV's position, officials em- 
phasized they were not losing sight of 
affiliates' needs. As NBC advances in the 
network race, they said, affiliates tend to 
move ahead in their own communities - 
and they had figures to show many such 
gains over the past season (BROADCAST- 
ING, May 20). Mr. Schlosser assured the 
delegates that NBC intends not only to 
be first itself but "to help each of you to 
be first in your communities," and called 
for "open, frank exchanges" not only at 
convention time but throughout the year 
to create better understandings and speed 
the process. 

NBC Chairman Julian Goodman put it 
this way in his Tuesday (May 21) lunch- 
eon address: "Networks and the stations 
affiliated with them compete with each 
other at the margins for air time and 
national advertising. But at the center, 
a network and its affiliates have common 
cause, rely on each other, and neither 
can do very much without the support of 
the other. Your problems and opportuni- 
ties locally are very similar to ours as a 
network company. But since ours are 
national, more is visible, the scale is 
larger and more is at stake. . . . You 
know where your duties lie, and we know 
where our duties lie. They are indivisible, 
and I know we will go forward together." 

CTW enters co- production 
with CBS -TV and ABC -TV 
for prime -time specials 
CBS -TV last week announced a long- 
term, exclusive arrangement for the de- 
velopment of prime -time, family- oriented 
dramatic specials with a new subsidiary 
of Children's Television Workshop, CTW 
Productions. 

The workshop also announced CTW 
Productions would deliver a prime -time 
variety special this fall for ABC -TV that 
would star CTW's Sesame Street and 
Electric Company characters. 

The CBS specials, appearing through- 
out the next season, will be "all- family 
in appeal," CBS said. 

Children's Television Workshop said 
the production company was one means 
to defray the steady decline of govern- 
ment and foundation funding. In addi- 
tion to its well known identification as a 

producer, CTW also operates commer- 
cial ventures in the sale of related rec- 
ords and books, and is in several cable 
TV operations. 

Due from Wallwork: 
a new `Death Valley' 
Hollywood firm completes pilot 
with singer Merle Haggard; 
five one -hour music specials 
also to be syndicated 

Les Wallwork Associates, Hollywood, has 
acquired syndication rights to a new half - 
hour version of the venerable Death 
Valley Days, with Merle Haggard, coun- 
try and western singer, as series host 
and star of three of the episodes, Mr. 
Wallwork reported last week. 

He said the pilot has been com- 
pleted and the series will be ready for 
this fall but that its actual start may be 
delayed until January, because the FCC's 
projected cutback in prime access time 
has severely reduced fourth -quarter op- 
portunities for new programing on many 
stations. 

Mr. Wallwork said he also will syndi- 
cate five one -hour specials, being pro- 
duced by Sam Riddle in conjunction with 
NBC -owned TV stations, in markets 
other than NBC O &O's. One of the five 
specials, Touch of Gold with Mac Davis 
as host and starring Stevie Wonder, has 
been produced. Mr. Wallwork said two 
others would be of that type, another 
would be a black music special, another 
a country music special. 

Mr. Wallwork said Death Valley Days 
will be syndicated on a barter basis if a 
sponsor is obtained, otherwise it will be 
sold for cash. The musical specials are 
being offered on a cash basis, he said. 

Gabriel blows his horn 
Catholic broadcasters honor radio 
and TV programs; KPIX -TV best of all 

Thirty radio and television programs will 
be honored Thursday (May 30) as win- 
ners of the ninth annual Gabriel Awards. 
Ceremonies will take place at Mountain 
Shadow hotel, Scottsdale, Ariz., as part 
of the UNDA -USA (national Catholic 
broadcasters association) seminar for re- 
ligious broadcasters and allied communi- 
cators. 

In addition to the winning programs, 
all aired during 1973, KPix -TV San Fran- 
cisco will receive a Gabriel for over -all 
excellence in TV programing; Robert 
Keeshan will be given a Gabriel for ex- 
cellence in children's programing for his 
Captain Kangaroo on CBS -TV, and 
Pamela Illot, director of cultural and 
religious broadcasts, CBS News, will re- 
ceive the personal achievement Gabriel 
given annually to an individual for nota- 
ble contribution to broadcasting. 

The television program winners: 
GE Theater: "I Heard the Owl Call My Name." 

produced by Tomorrow Entertainment Inc., for CBS - 
TV Network, New York; Christmas at the Worcester 
Art Museum, produced by WSMW -TV Worcester, 
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Mass.; The Sins of the Fathers, produced by NBC, 
New York; Close -up: Fire, produced by ABC News, 
New York; Come Along ... With Ulysses S. Grant, 
produced by WABC -TV New York; The Littlest 
Junkie: A Children's Story, produced by WABC -TV 
New York; The Questions of Abraham, produced by 
CBS News, New York; Montage: They Shall Take 
Up Serpents, produced by WKYC(TV) Cleveland; 
"Paper Chains" (from the Everyman series), pro- 
duced by the Church Federation of Greater Chi- 
cago for WMAO -TV Chicago; Close -up: Life, Liberty 
and the Pursuit of Coal, produced by ABC News, 
New York; Street of the Flower Boxes, produced by 
NBC, New York; Gabriel Award for outstanding 
contributions to children's programing: Robert Kee - 
shan (Captain Kangaroo), CBS Broadcast Group. 
New York; Ladybug's Garden, produced by Lady - 
bug's Garden Productions, Camillus, N.Y., for 
WNYS -TV Syracuse, N.Y.; 6th Grade Report, pro- 
duced by Buckeye Cablevision, Toledo, Ohio; "Love 
Tells the Truth," produced by TeIeSPOTS, Fran- 
ciscan Communications Center, Los Angeles; Anti - 
Drug Spots, produced by WJCT -TV Jacksonville, 
Fla. for the Florida Drug Abuse Programs; The 
Orphanage, produced by Rosenfeld, Sirowitz and 
Lawson for WABC -TV New York; Station award: 
KPIX -TV San Francisco. 

The radio programing winners: 
John the Baptist, produced by WOWO Fort Wayne, 

Ind.; The Battered American Marriage, produced by 
NBC News, New York; Dear Jack . BZ Remem- 
bers JFK, produced by WBZ Boston; Abortion: An 
Investigative Report, produced by WCAU Philadel- 
phia; Love Notes for Listeners "Water," produced 
by the Archdiocesan Communications Center San 
Francisco, for KCBS -FM San Francisco; In Touch, 
produced by the Greater Cleveland Interchurch 
Council and the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland for 
WJW Cleveland; What's It All About, produced by 
TRAY, Atlanta; I'll Never Tell, produced by the 
Archdiocesan Communications Center, San Fran - 
cisco; Mail Beg, produced by KBPS Portland, Ore.; 
For What It's Worth, produced by the Metropolitan 
Detroit Council of Churches, for WRIF Detroit; Your 
Last Contest, produced by WIXY Cleveland; Love - 
words, produced by Harry O'Connor Hollywood, 
for KRLD Dallas; "Listening Is the Beginning of 
Understanding," produced by Bonneville Program 
Services, Salt Lake City, for The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter -Day Saints; Country Crossroads, pro- 
duced by the Radio and Television Commission of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, Fort Worth, Tex. 

Program Briefs 

High- school big league. Nine Ohio tele- 
vision stations will carry 29th annual 
North -South Ohio High School All -Star 
Football Classic from Canton, Aug. 2. 
Telecast, in prime time, will be handled 
by Avco Broadcasting production crew 
from Cincinnati and fed to WLWT Cin- 
cinnati, WUAa -TV Cleveland, WLWD Day- 
ton, wsTV -TV Steubenville, wspD -TV To- 
ledo, WHIZ Tv Zanesville and WTAP -Tv 
Marietta -Parkersburg, W. Va. Sponsors 
so far include Capital Financial Services, 
Grange Mutual Companies and Coca - 
Cola Bottlers of Ohio. 

Omaha upset. KMTV(TV) Omaha filed 
$50,000 damage suit against xETV(TV) 
Omaha and weatherwoman Donna 
Meyer, claiming she quit her job with 
)MTV 45 minutes before that station's 
6 p.m. local newscast and joined air staff 
of KETV for its 10 p.m. newscast same 
day. Suit, filed in Douglas county, Neb., 
district court, charges "specific malicious- 
ness" because Miss Meyer left April 29, 
just before Omaha stations rating period 
began May 1. 

Vegas on view. Columbia Pictures Tele- 
vision will syndicate early in 1975 series 
of 10 one -hour musical specials to be 
taped at Las Vegas nightclubs over next 
six months. Programs will be simulcast in 
stereo on FM network to be set up by 
series producer Yuri Zabran. 

Lady American mini -series. ABC -TV, in 
association with Sir Lew Grade, manag- 
ing director of Britain's ATV, and with 
movie producer Ray Stark ( "The Way We 
Were "), will film Gore Vidal's best- 


