
suffered from malicious rumors and in- 
sinuations growing out of the investiga- 
tion of the record industry," he said. 
"The indictment against me today clearly 
establishes that all those rumors and in- 
sinuations were false. What is involved 
are tax charges. The issues are apparently 
the same as those raised by the CBS civil 
suit against me ... I am innocent of those 
charges and I shall respond on those 
issues at the appropriate place and time." 

And Mr. Davis's new boss, Alan J. 
Hirschfield, president of Columbia Pic- 
tures, parent of Arista Records, expressed 
confidence in him. In a statement, Mr. 
Hirschfield said: "Columbia fully intends 
to continue its relationship with Mr. Davis 
as president of its Arista Records subsidi- 
ary and expects that Arista, under Mr. 
Davis's leadership, will continue to be a 
major force in the record industry." 

Mr. Gamble, speaking for Mr. Huff and 
their associates, would say only, "We 
deny all charges," but left open the 
possibility of a more detailed statement at 
some future time. Mr. Tarnopol was not 
available for comment on the indictments, 
and at week's end was referring all calls to 
his attorney. 

No more roots 
and berries 
for Euell Gibbons 
FTC orders wild -food references 
out of Grape -Nuts commercials 
for fear children will eat 
vegetation that is harmful 

The Federal Trade Commission will an- 
nounce this week a consent order signed 
by General Foods Corp. agreeing to halt 
advertisements that may suggest certain 
parts of plants are suitable for human con- 
sumption. The case in point is Euell Gib - 
bons's promotion of Post Grape -Nuts in 
which the natural -foods fan talks about 
edibles in the wilds. 

The FTC order prohibits ad claims 
which (1) represent that a plant is edible 
raw when shown in a condition not culti- 
vated for human consumption; (2) show a 
plant being eaten in its raw state, de- 
scribed as a wild plant, and (3) say a plant 
may be consumed raw- unless the plant 
itself is being advertised, or the plant is an 
ingredient or flavoring of the product ad- 
vertised. 

A more general provision of the order 
extends the principle to nonfood products. 
Representation that "any given thing 
other than foods or food additives" is 
suitable for human consumption would be 
prohibited where behavior that creates im- 
minent risk or harm could result, accord- 
ing to an FTC attorney. An example 
would be representing a cosmetic as "tast- 
ing like lemons," if consumption of the 
non -food could be dangerous. 

The Euell Gibbons ads were studied as 
part of a larger project dealing with percep- 
tions of children and imitative behavior 
resulting from advertisements. 

In Brief 

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Boston overturned verdict that CBS -TV stole 
idea for Have Gun, Will Travel from Rhode Island mechanic, Victor DeCosta, 
who said he created role of Paladin, leading character in series, in rodeos 
(BROADCASTING, April 22, 1974). Lower court had ruled Mr. DeCosta was entitled 
to "fruits" of CBS use of character. Circuit court said plaintiff had failed to prove 
public was deceived. Titles of three new NBC -TV series have been changed 
before introductions next fall: The Metro Man becomes Joe Forrester, Holvak 
becomes The Family Holvak, Sunday Dinner becomes The Montefuscos. Four 
new NBC -TV series will be introduced week ahead of others to get audience 
sampling against rerun competition. Montefuscos (Thursday, 8 -8:30 p.m.), Fay 
(Thursday, 8:30 -9 p.m.) and Medical Story (Thursday, 10 -11 p.m.) will start Sept. 
4 (with Medical Story two hours that night). Holvak (Sunday, 8 -9 p.m.) starts 
Sept. 7. WKBK(AM) Keane, N.H. (1220 khz, 1 kw, day) sold by Monadnock 
Broadcasting Co. (David F. Shurtleff and Talbot R. Hood who also own 90% of 
wrsL(AM) Hanover, N.H.) to Radio Keene Inc. (Harold H. Segal, Boston radio con- 
sultant) for about $300,000. ABC Inc. filed registration statement with 
Securities and Exchange Commission to issue $75 million of sinking fund de- 
bentures due July 15, 2000. Net proceeds from proposed sale will be used to 
repay some $30 million borrowed under $75- million revolving credit agreement 
that ABC wants to terminate. Lehman Bros., New York, heads bankers handling 
offering. Potential for additional and improved services (such as stereophonic 
or quadraphonic sound) on existing television channels is subject of study initi- 
ated by Office of Telecommunications Policy to be conducted by Denver 
Research Institute. Sandy Frank Program Sales Inc. has gone back to court in 
effort to win year's delay in effective date of FCC's third prime time access rule. 
Frank on Friday petitioned U.S. Court of appeals in New York to rehear argu- 
ments on lawfulness of Sept. 8 effective date for rule adopted in February. Peti- 
tion cited apparent conflict between two panels of court on issue: One, in opin- 
ion on June 17, dismissed, without explanation, motions requesting review of 
lawfulness of effective date. Year earlier, Frank noted, separate panel, in passing 
on PIAR II, said 16 months lead time was required for substantial changes in 
commission's policy. Senator Hugh Scott (R -Pa.) will preside at hearing July 24 
before Senate Copyright Subcommittee on his bill to establish performance 
royalties to be paid by broadcasters to recording artists and record manufac- 
turers. Same bill will be before Representative Robert Kastenmeier's (D -Wis.) 
House Copyright Subcommittee July 23. In Federal Communications Bar As- 
sociation elections last week: president, Reed Miller; first vice president, John 
Bankson; second vice president, Edgar Holtz; secretary, Edward Hayes Jr., 
assistant secretary, Lois P.Schwartz; treasurer,James P. Riley; delegate to Ameri- 
can Bar Association, Thomas H. Wall; new members of executive committee, 
Kenneth A. Cox and Vincent A. Pepper for three -year terms, Scott H. Robb, one 
year. Lawrence R. White, who resigned as NBC -TV vice president, programs 
(BROADCASTING, June 9), becomes independent producer releasing through Col- 
umbia Pictures Television, effective July 1. Neal Freeman, editor of Hearst's 
King Features syndicate resigned as director of Corporation for Public Broad- 
casting, leaving nine vacancies on 15 -place CPB board. New Jersey Governor 
Brendan Byrne and state of New Jersey have requested FCC to condition any 
license renewals of KYw- TV, wPVI -Tv and wcAU -Tv Philadelphia on outcome of com- 
mission's inquiry into VHF service for New Jersey (BROADCASTING, Feb. 3 et seq.). 
FCC renewed license of S.S.S. Broadcasting Inc.'s KAPE(AM) San Antonio, Tex., 
and in separate action affirmed renewal of CBS's wCAU -AM -FM Philadelphia. 
Commission denied allegations brought by Black Coalition on Mass Media 
against KAPE for procedural shortcomings, and rejected citizens groups' request 
for reconsideration in WcAU -AM -FM's renewal that sought marketwide determina- 
tion of employment practices. 

Headliner 

Michael A. Moscarello, president and chief executive officer, International 
Video Corp., Sunnyvale, Calif., resigns. Donald F. Eldridge, chairman, assumes 
titles of president and chief executive. Ronald H. Fried, senior VP, elected ex- 
ecutive VP and chief operating officer, with over -all responsibility for day -to -day 
operations of firm. Mr. Moscarello will continue to associate with the company in 
a consulting capacity and will report to Mr. Eldridge. 
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