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Presidential scrambling 
With Ronald Reagan now demonstrable 
threat to his chances of winning 
Republican presidential nomination, 
President Ford is expected to turn up his 
use of radio and television in 
determination to assume more 
"presidential" role. Not only will this 
involve interviews in Washington and on 
road with local broadcast journalists but 
commercial spots as well; there is talk in 
White House of increasing use of TV and 
drive -time radio spots in primary states, 
perhaps even to point of trading off 
campaign trip money for them. 

Going it alone, together 
Four major Hollywood TV production 
companies are moving toward syndicating 
own properties, eliminating distributors 
that take as much as 40% off top. Grant 
Tinker, head of MTM Productions, has 
hired syndication veteran Bud Rifkin 
(Four Star, Ziv) to seek out stations for 
proposed strip talk /variety hour, The 
Lorenzo and Henrietta Music Show, 
dumped as 30- minute pilot by ABC. 
Metromedia station group has already 
agreed to take it, and if enough other 
stations have signed by June 15 to cover 
production nut, Mr. Tinker will give go- 
ahead for September start. Meanwhile, 
Norman Lear has reportedly elbowed out 
Rhodes Productions to form his own 
subsidiary to syndicate his soap -opera 
send -up, Mary Hartman, Mary 
Hartman, as prelude to Mr. Lear's 
distributing off- network reruns of 
Sanford and Son, entering its last year 
on NBC. 

Long -range possibility is consortium of 
MTM Productions, Norman Lear's T.A.T., 
Lee Rich's Lorimar Productions and 
Quinn Martin's QM for syndication of all 
of their first -run and off -network 
properties not committed to previous 
distribution contracts. (Mr. Tinker's The 
Bob New hart Show, Mr. Lear's All in 
the Family and Mr. Martin's Cannon 
are contracted to Viacom and Mr. Rich's 
The Walt ons is contracted to Warder 
Bros. Television.) 

New scrutiny for radio ratings 
Concerned with pricing policies and 
quality control methods of Arbitron and 
declining usage by agencies of Pulse 
reports, Radio Advertising Bureau board 
of directors is expected to discuss other 
alternatives to foster competition in radio 
measurement field. Issue will top 
agenda at RAB's board meeting in New 
York next week when permanent task 
force on radio measurement may be set 
up. Stations are said to feel that brisk 

business in radio these days makes it 
propitious to look at alternatives to present 
rating systems. 

Political consensus 
There's growing sentiment on FCC for 
requirement that broadcasters sell longer 
time units to political candidates. Focus is 
effort of Senator Frank Church (D- Idaho) 
to buy half hour of network prime time to 
get late- starting presidential campaign off 
ground. Commissioner Abbott Washburn 
went public last week with view that 
"spirit" of "reasonable access" law 
requires sale. Benjamin Hooks and Glen 
Robinson have circulated memos to 
colleagues, supporting Church position. 
Fourth commissioner, James Quello, 
thinks networks should sell time but 
doesn't feel FCC has authority to make 
them. 

News first 
Julian Goodman, NBC chairman who 
came up through news ranks, may become 
first network official to serve on corporate 
board of Associated Press, under revised 
AP rules authorizing addition of three 
broadcasters to previously all- publisher 
board (see page 55). Two broadcasters 
already have been elected from AP 
subscribing stations: Tom Frawley of Cox 
Broadcasting and Walter Rubens, 
KosE(AM) Las Cruces, N.M. Third is to be 
network representative, presumably Mr. 
Goodman because of his rank and 
background. Mr. Goodman, who became 
newswriter with NBC Washington in 
1945, moved up to head NBC News from 
1961 to 1965 before being elevated to 
presidency and later chairmanship of 
network. 

End run 
Canadian Radio Television Commission is 
under increasing pressure to permit pay 
television development. Master antenna 
television operator, operating outside 
CRTC authority, has initiated pay TV 
operation in Toronto apartment complex - 
first since Etobicoke, Ont., experiment in 
1960's. Licensed cable operators, denied 
pay by commission's rules, are furious. 
It's anticipated CRTC will "rethink" 
position, eventually yield in approving 
some form of pay implementation. 

Mr. Murphy's hatchet 
It looks as though there will be 16th day 
added to planned 15 -day cable TV 
hearings that start May 17 before House 
Communications Subcommittee. 
Representative John Murphy (D- N.Y.), 
no longer member of communications 
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panel but still strong advocate of ridding 
TV of sex and violence, wants time to 
screen clips of Midnight Blue, now 
carried on Manhattan Cable's Channel J 
in his home district in New York. "The 
greatest enemy of cable is cable, where 
they get into the showing of pornographic 
material " congressman said last week. 

Damned if they do... 
Filling job of deputy director of FCC's 
industry equal employment opportunity 
unit poses delicate task for commission. 
Some blacks feel post, left vacant by shift 
of Clarence McKee to assignment as legal 
assistant to Commissioner Benjamin L. 
Hooks, should be filled by black; they say 
it was blacks who waged struggle for 
commission recognition of EEO problem 
in first place, and bristle at reports 
commission might name chicano to post. 
Possibility of it being filled by non - 
minority -race candidate is remote, 
although Lionel Monagas, chief of EEO 
unit, reacts angrily to suggestion that race 
might play role in determining selection, 
saying: "This is the last place where that 
kind of discrimination should be 
practiced." 

Nonrocking boat 
Although issue of longer network evening 
TV newscasts was put on most -active list 
after CBS -TV affiliates' convention,don't 
bet on it being brought up by NBC -TVat 
its own affiliates' meetings in June. That's 
50th anniversary convention for NBC 
radio as well as TV affiliates, and NBC 
officials aren't looking for any agenda 
items that might mar celebration. But they 
were working, even before CBS proposal, 
on plans for eventual lengthening of news 
and say they'll probably get going actively 
on it in July. But they also say they're 
aware of problems it could create for 
affiliates and will proceed only with "an 
offer they couldn't refuse." 

Separate still not equal 
That broadcaster breakthrough into 
hierarchy of Associated Press -with 
agreement that three radio -TV 
representatives will sit on cooperative's 
board -is regarded as major 
accomplishment in medium's push for 
equal recognition as journalistic force. It's 
not end of battle, however. CBS News 
President Richard Salant, adamant in 
insistence on first -class citizenship and 
active in putting on pressure that secured 
new eminence, isn't yet satisfied. He 
"welcomes" news of board seats, says it's 
good step but is still not prepared to join 
AP Broadcasters Association. That's still 
"segregation," he says. 




