
Angel for Citizens 
is about to fly away 
Ford Foundation is moving out 
of public interest law; center 
will seek other sources of funds 

Citizens Communications Center, Wash- 
ington, the oldest and best known public 
interest law firm in the broadcasting field, 
is facing an uncertain financial future. The 
Ford Foundation, Citizen's principal 
source of money, is tapering off its assis- 
tance to Citizens and other public interest 
law firms. 

After supporting public interest law for 
about 10 years, the foundation has deter- 
mined to move the funds it has used for 
that purpose to other areas. But, said San- 
ford Jaffe, a Ford loan officer in public in- 
terest law, the foundation wants to make 
the shift in a "responsible" manner. He 
noted that Ford has made its intentions 
known over the past several years. 

"We've discussed with our grantees the 
possibility of their becoming self -sufficient 
or getting by on funds from other founda- 
tions or other sources," he said. Citizens is 
one of the firms with which he has con- 
ducted negotiations. 

The talks, Jaffe said, could lead to one 
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of several possibilities: another grant, 
larger or smaller than Citizens has re- 
ceived, that would be matched by other 
sources; merger with another firm, or at- 
tachment to a major institution, such as a 

university. Yet another possibility, Jaffe 
said, is "a termination" of Citizens, 
though with funds provided for a "phase- 
out period," during which time it would 
complete pending cases. 

Wilhelmina Ruben Cooke, a Citizens 
attorney, said the center is attempting to 
find alternate sources of funding. And she 
appeared to harbor no resentment of Ford. 
She said it has funded public interest law 
longer than most foundations fund any 
given interest. "Normally, foundations 
provide seed money for a project until it 
can take on a life of its own," she said. 

Jaffe said a number of environmental 
law firms have been set adrift after being 
established with Ford assistance. "Some 
have succeeded in becoming self-suffi- 
cient," he said. "Some have not" 

Citizens, which was established in 1969, 
relies on the foundation for two -thirds of 
its present two -year budget of $671,000, 
or $441,000. The grant runs out early next 
year. Jaffe, who pointed out that decisions 
regarding funding are made by the board 
and officers of the foundation, said one 
regarding Citizens would probably be 
made before Christmas. 

Social Security surprise. John W. Kluge, chairman of Metromedia, was feted at a Wash- 
ington party Sept. 16 hosted by his pre- broadcasting partner in the food brokerage busi- 
ness, David Finkelstein of Columbia, Md., to celebrate Kluge's 65th birthday (actual date: 
Sept. 21). Among distinguished guests at that city's Gaslight Club were (I to r): Lord Lew 
Grade of Associated Television Ltd., who flew in from London and returned the next day; 
Kluge; Leonard Goldenson, chairman of ABC Inc., and Norman Lear, Tandem Productions 
Inc. Other guests included Dr. Armand Hammer, octogenarian chairman of Occidental 
Petroleum and former owner (1957-58) of the Mutual Broadcasting System; former Am- 
bassador Mark Evans Austed, Metromedia vice president, and Washington attorney 
Leonard Marks, a former director of the U.S. Information Agency. (Photo by oeLawence) 
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Moving over in Meridian 
CBS -TV announced last week that it had 
signed WHTV(TV) Meridian, Miss., as an 
affiliate effective about next April 1- 
when it loses WTOK -TV Meridian to ABC. 

Though the station CBS is taking on is a 

UHF outlet (channel 24) and the one it is 
losing is a V (channel 11), CBS -TV Presi- 
dent James Rosenfield said CBS's au- 
diences should be as strong as ever be- 
cause the network covers "all but the core 
of Meridian" through wiTV(TV) Jackson, 
Miss., and recently signed WCBI -TV Co- 
lumbus, Miss., plus affiliates in Mobile 
and Selma, Ala. 

WHTV is also affiliated with NBC, but 
CBS officials said the station planned to 
carry only two NBC programs, Today and 
Tonight. 

WHTV is principally owned by Frank 
Spain, chairman, who also owns wTVx(TV) 
Fort Pierce, Fla., also a CBS outlet. 

NCTA sets meeting sites, 
puts off decisions on 
bylaws, restructuring 
The National Cable Television Association 
board met in Washington last week and 
acted on the whens and wheres of future 
conventions, but deferred question of 
board restructuring. 

The 1984 meeting was scheduled for 
May 22 -25 in San Francisco and the 1985 
gathering was slated for April 28 -May 1 in 
Atlanta. The board previously set dates for 
1980 -1983 conventions which will be held 
in Dallas, Los Angeles, Washington and 
New Orleans. respectively. 

An attempt to change the bylaws and 
the make -up of the organization was 
tabled until the next board meeting, in 
December at the Western cable conven- 
tion. The proposed reorganization would 
have increased the number of board mem- 
bers from 31 to 34, by reducing the num- 
ber of at -large directors from 17 to nine 
and adding a new category of directors 
who would represent the 11 top dues -pay- 
ing members -the major multiple system 
operators. 

According to a spokesman for NCTA, 
one reason behind substituting at -large 
directors with representatives of the major 
MSO's is that they are the groups "most 
strongly affected by the NCTA actions." 

The present board includes nine district 
directors elected by region, 17 at -large 
directors, the chairman of the indepen- 
dent operators board, two associate direc- 
tors representing equipment manufac- 
turers, the NCTA president and the NCTA 
chairman. 


