
crease in original programing over last 
May's. Theatrical and made -for -TV 
movies, he said, will include Dracula, Bit- 
ter Harms; Gilligan's Island with the 
Globe Trotters and James Garner in 
George Adams's Change of Life. Mini- 
series are to include Bette Davis in a four - 
hour Family Reunion and Rock Hudson 
and Suzanne Pleshette in a four -hour 
Johnny Carson Productions mini -series, 
The Star Maker, slated to be the first Car- 
son Productions program on the air. 

A four -hour mini -series originally 
scheduled for April but later said to be 
more likely to appear in May is Murder in 
Texas, based on events chronicled in the 
best -selling "Blood and Money." 

Specials for May were said to include 
Academy of Country Music Awards, a 

Bob Hope birthday special, a Dean Martin 
special, an entry called "Skeezer, the Don 
who Healed" and a tribute to Mother's 
Day. 

Meanwhile, Tartikoff said, specials for 
late March and April will include produc- 
tion with Bob Hope, another with George 
Burns, a White House Command Perfor- 
mance and "Dial M for Murder" with 
Angie Dickinson. 

Tartikoff appeared confident that Satur- 
day Night Live, which has sagged in the 
ratings, will regain strength now that Dick 
Ebersol, who led in development of the 
series in 1975, is returning as its producer. 
He replaces Jean Doumanian, who 
resigned. 

The first new Saturday Night Live 
under the new management is scheduled 
for April 11. Until then, repeats will be 
used. Three new episodes are scheduled 
during the May sweeps. 

Tartikoff also thanked affiliates for their 
support of Hill Street Blues, the new entry 
whose ratings have fallen far short of its 
critical acclaim. He assured them that NBC 
is "totally" behind the series. 

He also said that in addition to introduc- 
ing the new Second City program on Fri- 
day nights -it's a successor to the syndi- 
cated Second City program that has been 
given the working title of Network 90- 
NBC is talking with David Letterman, 
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whose daytime variety show never pulled 
the ratings expected of it, about doing a 

late -night show. 
Tartikoff acknowledged that NBC has 

special problems in daytime ratings, but he 
said the game shows have been doing bet- 
ter lately and that two of the dramas, Days 
of Our Lives and Another World, have 
been "trending up." He conceded prob- 
lems with The Doctors and Texas but said 
they're being worked on. "We're dedicat- 
ing ourselves to turning [daytime] around 
in spring and summer," he asserted. 

Robert Mulholland, NBC -TV president, 
agreed that NBC daytime "is not a good 
story," but for the most part he accentu- 
ated the positive in his report to the affili- 
ates. 

Counting from mid -September, which 
he said was the true start of the current 
prime -time season despite the October 
claims of the other networks, Mulholland 
said, "we have the tightest horse race in 
years," with NBC and ABC "in a dead tie 
for second place." By his count, CBS leads 
with a 19.1 rating and 30 share while NBC 
and ABC both have 18.0/29. 

Moreover, he said, at this time in last 
year's first quarter, NBC had four regular 
series with shares of 30 or better; this year 
it has eight. In the same span, he said, 
ABC has gone from 18 30 -or- better shares 
to eight now, while CBS remains even with 
a year ago at 14. 

In addition, Mulholland said, "Carson 
controls late night, regardless of what you 
hear about [ABC News's] Nightline." 
NBC Nightly News has put ABC's World 
News Tonight "clearly into third place" 
and NBC Sportsworld in January was 
almost two rating points ahead of CBS 
Sports Spectacular and "is moving in on 
ABC's Wide World of Sports." 

Mulholland also read to the affiliates 
from a letter he was sending to advertisers 
and agencies asking them to join in resist- 
ing pressure groups attempting "once 
again to force our industry to meet their 
individual standards" (see page 54). 

Bill Small, president of NBC News, 
reviewed his division's activities, with 
emphasis on investigative reporting. He 

At NBC -TV affiliates meeting. L -r: Robert Mulholland. NBC -TV president; Chuck 

Larsen. program director, wraec.Tv New York, and Geoff Mason, executive vice president, 
NBC Sports, watching sports program segment on monitor. 
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NATPE honors. Seven college stu- 
dents named to receive NATPE's 
1980 -81 Rosenman and Waller 
Memorial Scholarships ($1,500 each) 
were guests of NAIPE at its annual con- 
ference last week and were honored at 
its Tuesday luncheon. Their trips to New 
York were sponsored by television sta- 
tions in the cities where they attend 
school. They were: Carla Barricella, 
Point Park College, Pittsburgh; Marisol 
Borromeo, University of Washington, 
Seattle; Robin McCraw, University of 
Dayton (Ohio); Donald Panec, University 
of California, Los Angeles; John 
Sullivan, Temple University, Philadel- 
phia; Arleen Urquhart, Fordham Univer- 
sity, New York, and Diane Williams, 
Loyola University, New Orleans. 

The luncheon meeting also heard 
Bengteric Nordell, vice president, 
Swedish Television Co., Stockholm, de- 
scribe a fellowship program under 
which two American TV station execu- 
tives will visit Sweden for a month to 
study TV operations there. 

said the Nigerian embassy had called, 
threatening to stop the sale of oil to the 
U.S if NBC News aired a scheduled report 
on a Nigerian student showing how to bilk 
banks. The embassy caller was told, he 
said, that "we think you've got the wrong 
number." 

Small also said he is "pleased with the 
way Today is shaping up," and that the 
next NBC News White Paper, in April, will 
deal with President Reagan's first 100 days 
in office, with Roger Mudd as anchor. In 
response to a question, he said NBC 
Nightly News's ratings during two weeks 
with Mudd as anchor had been about the 
same as with John Chancellor, the regular 
anchor, and that "I think he [Mudd] will 
continue to build." But, he told the ques- 
tioner, Chancellor and Mudd are not co- 
anchors. 

Geoff Mason, executive vice president 
of NBC Sports, said that NBC Sports has 
just signed an agreement with the Profes- 
sional Golfers Association Tour for six 
events a year in 1983 and 1984; is 
renegotiating rights for Wimbledon tennis 
for 1984 -85 and will soon be renegotiating 
its National Football League contract to 
continue pro football. 

He also said NBC Sports has an alterna- 
tive schedule lined up for use if a baseball 
strike wipes out weekend baseball games. 
The substitute schedule, he said, could in- 
clude highlights of past World Series, live 
college baseball, Canadian football, auto 
racing and horse racing. 

W Watts (Buck) Biggers, vice president, 
advertising and creative services, assured 
the affiliates that promotional material for 
the fall season is farther along than ever 
before. By the time promotion plans are 
presented in May, Biggers said, print 
material and animations will be ready, and 
a week later a complete presentation will 
be on hand for stations to use locally. Big- 
gers wouldn't reveal the theme but said it 


