
Mis `M *A *S *H' 

20th Century -Fox Television has agreed not 
to market its off -network giant, M *A *S *H, to 
stations in Rockford, Ill., until a federal dis- 
trict court judge rules whether the company 
is justified in demanding a 500% increase in 
fees paid by wIFR -TV, Freeport (Rockford) 
Ill., which is seeking to renew its license for 
the series. Brad Koch, an attorney for WIFR- 
TV, said the station has for several years 
owned the rights to air episodes from the 
first eight years of M *A *S *H and encoun- 
tered the request for a fee increase when it 
sought to exercise an option in its contract 
to pick up years nine through 11. To renew, 
20th Century -Fox wanted to raise its per - 
episode fee for years one through eight from 
$818 to $4,000, according to Koch, and to 
charge $4,500 per episode for years nine and 
10 and $5,000 per episode for year 11. WIFR- 
TV maintains its contract requires continu- 
ation of the present rate schedule but 20th 
Century-Fox, which holds similar contracts 
with most other stations carrying M *A *S *H 
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believes it is justified in asking for the in- 
crease because of the success the series has 
enjoyed in syndication. Although he would 
not confirm the price increases WIFR -TV says 
it has been asked to meet, Bob Morin, vice 
president, worldwide syndication for 20th 
Century-Fox Television, said the company 
has gotten similar increases "everywhere 
else it has gone" with M *A *S *H. The federal 
district court is expected to rule Sept. 9. 

New game 
CBS -TV is adding a new half -hour game 
show, Press Your Luck, to its weekday 
schedule beginning, 9:30 a.m. NYT on Mon- 
day, Sept. 19. The program will be hosted by 
Peter Tomarken and will challenge three 
players to press their luck in competition for 
various prizes and cash. The show, a Car- 
ruthers Co. presentation, replaces Child's 
Play, which has its last broadcast in the time 
slot Sept. 16. 

CBN's latest 

Christian Broadcasting Network, Virginia 
!3each, Va., has in preparation a one -hour 

special that deals with the "innermost con- 
cerns of nearly every American." The spe- 
cial, which is still untitled, is based on the 
results of a nationwide Gallup Poll on life's 
most pressing problems, according to CBN. 
Although the nature of the questions were 
not disclosed, CBN said there would be 
some dramatic segments. The program is to 
be syndicated to major markets for showing 
next January. 

Scary stuff 

Halloween is lurking around the corner and 
holiday television programing is beginning 
to surface. For the second year, Syndicast 
Services, New York, is distributing A Magi- 
cal, Muscial Halloween, a 90- minute program 
of music, magic and sorcery. And Lexington 
Broadcast Services is making available to 
stations a half -hour dramatic program titled 
Trick Or Treat. Both programs are offered via 
barter. 

Syndicast reports that A Magical, Musical 
Halloween was carried on 110 TV stations 
last year and is aiming for a similar lineup for 
1983. Stations already signed for the new 
version include iCrrV(TV) Los Angeles, wez- 
TV Boston, KTVT(TV) Dallas and wPCH -Tv Pitts- 

Hand -in -hand. WABC -TV New York, in cooperation with the New York City Partnership Task 
Force on Crime and the city's police department, has launched an ongoing series of reports 
called Crime Stoppers. The series will reconstruct felonies at the site of occurrence for 
presentation four times each week over waac -rv's 5 p.m., 6 p.m. and 11 p.m. Eyewitness News 
and The Morning Show, which airs from 9 to 10:30 a.m. each weekday morning. 

Pictured are (l -r): William Fyffe, mac -Tv vice president and general manager; Ellen Sulz- 
berger Straus, chairman of the New York City Partnership Task Force on Crime; Robert J. 
McGuire, New York City police commissioner; Bill Beutel, wnBC -rv's Crime Stoppers corre- 
spondent, and Frank J. Macchiarola, New York City Partnership president. Crime Stoppers 
hopes to turn up persons having evidence in connection with the depicted crimes and 
encourage them to call a special hotline number manned by NYPD detectives. 
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