
Warner -Amex's long -awaited sale of its troubled Dallas -area cable 
system was completed last week with Heritage Communications 
purchasing 80,000- subscriber system for $110 million. System, 
with 3,000 miles of plant, reportedly lost $40 million last year. Des 
Moines, Iowa -based Heritage, with some 480,000 subs, has pur- 
sued aggressive acquisition strategy recently, buying three televi- 
sion stations and purchasing 20% of Portland, Me. -based MSO and 
group owner Diversified Communications. Last week also saw 
completion of $35- million sale of Storer Communications' subur- 
ban Minneapolis systems to MSO headed by former Warner -Amex 
Chairman Gus Hauser. Systems serve 32,000 subscribers. Miami - 
based Storer said since 1984 it has sold 20 systems for $154 million. 
New York -based Hauser Communications currently has systems 
serving 67,000 subs. 

o 

President Reagan last week formally renominated FCC Commission- 
er Dennis Roy Patrick for seven -yeartenn. Senate Communications 
Subcommittee staffer said confirmation hearing had not yet been 
scheduled. "I imagine it will be held on a timely basis," source 
said. "I don't anticipate him having any problems." 

FCC has approved Taft Broadcasting's $755- million acquisition of 
Gulf Broadcasting's broadcast properties. FCC also gave Taft tern - 
porary waiver of one -to- market rule to retain Gulf's wisp -Tv 

Tampa -St. Petersburg, Fla., and its 'NSUN(AM)- WYNF(FM) in same 
market on condition that Taft divest itself of radio stations within 
one year. Taft already has proposed to sell those two radio sta- 
tions -and three others that otherwise would have created cros- 
sownership difficulties for it -to CBS for more than $100 million 
(BROADCASTING, May 6). 

New nine -member board of Storer Communications, finally set at 
five incumbent directors and four members of dissident share- 
holder group, Coniston Partners, had brief meeting last week. Earli- 
er in week, Storer management had filed suit in Ohio court chal- 
lenging auditor's tally of results in election for directors but 
withdrew motion after federal judge instead supported Coniston 
countermotion. Five incumbent directors had previously voted to 
support proposed leveraged buyout involving management and 
New York -based investment firm and group owner Kohlberg, Kra- 

vis, Roberts & Co. Coniston nominees include three partners of 

firm and David H. Strassler, former chairman of UA- Columbia 
Cablevision. 

o 

Hearing set for today, Monday. June 3, in court of common pleas. 
Greenville. S.C.. for both Multimedia Inc. and suitor, lack Kent 
Cooke, was adjourned to Friday. Change in plans was made to give 
both sides more time to review subject of hearing -Cooke's suit 
requesting temporary injunction against recapitalization plan pro- 
posed by Multimedia management. Cooke last week also request- 
ed securities commission of South Carolina to review manage- 
ment's proposal to determine if company had provided "full and 
fair disclosure" to shareholders concerning recapitalization plan 
and his more than $65- per -share bid. 

In plea agreement, Louis Lucas, former chief counsel to William B. 
Tanner Co. (now Media General Broadcast Services Inc.). has plead- 
ed guilty to two counts of conspiracy to defraud U.S. government in 
connection with federal government's probe into operations of 
company under its former head, William B. Tanner. Lucas could 
receive up to 10 years in prison and $20,000 fine. Tanner already 
has been sentenced to four years in prison and $16,000 fine ( "In 
Brief," May 13). Tanner is scheduled to begin serving his sentence 
at Maxwell Air Force Base in Montgomery, Ala., June 10. 

o 

Communications Equity Associates, Tampa, Fla., has tapped Diane 
Healey, vice president of marketing development, NBC, to head its 
new broadcasting arm as senior vice president of broadcast ser- 
vices. Under Healey's direction, CEA will provide for broadcasters 
same services they have been providing to cable operators: bro- 
kering and appraisals, corporate finance and investment banking. 
Healey, who will join firm July 1, will set up office in Washington. 

Expanding into broadcasting was natural for CEA, said CEA 
Chairman Rick Michaels. "Many of our existing clients have sub- 
stantial broadcast interests, especially in television, and have en- 
couraged us to expand our services in that area. Additionally, 
many of the lenders and investors with whom CEA has ties are 
active in the broadcast industry." 

o 
Copyright Royalty Tribunal is soliciting comments on Turner Broad- 
casting petition to adjust 3.75% post -Malrite distant signal fees. 
Turner is requesting CRT to exempt cable systems carrying Turn- 
er's superstation WTBS(TV) Atlanta from paying 3.75% rate (BRoAD- 
CASTING, April 22). Comments are due July 8 and reply comments 
Aug. 8. CRT also issued decision last week to distribute 50% of 
1983 cable copyright royalty fees at request of copyright holders. 
Copyright holders are in dispute over distribution of nearly $80- 
million pool, however. They agreed to distribute half of fees now 
and divide remainder after CRT rules on their claims. Parties 
agreed to refund later if any claimant received overpayment. 

FCC Common Carrier Bureau ruled on Friday that Comsat may not 
charge ratepayers for expenses incurred in lobbying on whether in- 
ternational communications satellite systems that would compete 
with Intelsat and Comsat are in national interest. Order applies not 
only to expenses Comsat incurred in its own behalf but those 
incurred by Intelsat for which Comsat pays its 23% ownership 
share. In thus rejecting argument made by Comsat and Intelsat 
that global system's representatives, who have been very active 
on Capitol Hill, were engaged in "educational" activities, not lob- 
bying, bureau ordered Comsat to remove from its jurisdictional 
accounts all such lobbying expenses incurred after Nov. 28, 1984. 
That was date President Reagan issued determination that sepa 
rate international satellite systems are required in national interest 
(BROADCASTING Dec. 3, 1984). 

Objective of single world standard for high- definition television pro- 
duction was reaffirmed last Monday (May 27) at meeting of U.S. 
Advanced Television Systems Committee and European Broadcast- 
ing Union liaison group. But two issues remained to be resolved, 
representatives agreed, before 60-hertz system recommended by 
U.S. could be accepted. First is quality and economics of conver- 
sion to European terrestrial and direct broadcast satellite 625 -line, 
50 -hertz systems. Second is long -term implication of broadcasting 
HDTV in 625 /50 areas, group said in joint statement released after 
meeting in Venice, Italy. 

o 
ABC has exercised option of running World Series games in even- 
ing or afternoon by choosing to have weekend Series games at 
night, when advertising time will go for higher dollars. That means 
entire World Series will be played at night. Contract stipulates that 
weekday games be played at night, with scheduling of weekend 
games for day or night left to ABC. The option clause is reported to 
be result of Major League's acquiring six-year contract from ABC 
and NBC for $1.125 billion. Last two years, Series has generated 
average ratings of 25.6 on weeknights versus 19.2 rating for week- 
end day games. 

U.S. judge presiding at espionage trial in Los Angeles of two Soviet 
immigrants who were arrested along with former FBI agent, ruled 
that news media are entitled to access to video and audio tapes as 
well as to transcripts of those tapes introduced as evidence. Judge 
David Kenyon said he had used "a balancing process" to weigh 
media's First Amendment rights against defendants' Fourth 
Amendment rights to a fair trial. 

o 

Report that election of next joint board chairman of National Associ- 
ation of Broadcasters would be advanced from Friday, June 21, to 
Tuesday, June 18 ( "Closed Circuit," May 27), has been denied by 
incumbent chairman, Gert Schmidt, who said candidates had 
expressed concern. Misunderstanding arose among members of 
executive committee, some of whom felt decision to move was 
final. 
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