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missioner James Quello have indicated their 
sympathy toward such waivers.) 

In a statement. Fowler said it was his phi- 
losophy that it was in the public interest to 
grant waivers when doing so better served 
the goal of a rule than would strict enforce- 
ment. In the Capcities and Murdoch cases, 
Fowler said the goal of the rules was diversi- 
ty. "ln both these cases, that goal is better 
served by the waivers being granted," 
Fowler said. "Moreover, as a general matter, 
the purposes of diversity are not served by 
forcing quick sales of media properties 
which may well cut out all buyers except 
those with deep pockets and ready cash. 
With all the attempts the commission has 
made to help expand the pool of those com- 
peting for media properties, it would be un- 
wise here to reverse course and automatical- 
ly exclude new entrants, such as minorities 
and others, who may need time to put to- 

gether financing or who can't afford to tie up 
funds in commitment fees contingent upon 
FCC approval, which may take six months 
or longer. And strict rules might prevent 
qualified buyers with other media holdings 
from bidding at all, out of concerns about the 
hardship strict divestiture may require. Such 
narrowing of the pool of potential licensees 
is antithetical to the diversity goal. That's 
excoriating the goal and glorifying the rule." 

Wirth has gone on record as asserting that 
the purpose of any waiver should be to fur- 
ther the public interest, not to give a licensee 
the opportunity to get as much money as 
possible for a media property. The mere 
claim. without more, of a 'distress sale' re- 
sulting from voluntarily entering into the ac- 
quisition of a media property should never 
be a sufficient basis for the commission to 
grant a temporary waiver of even a few 
months," Wirth said. "Not only should the 

party requesting the waiver have the burden 
of demonstrating in great detail the necessity 
of such a waiver, with the commission sub- 
jecting such requests to exacting scrutiny, 
but the duration of any such waiver should 
be sharply limited to the minimum time nec- 
essary to assure that the public interest is 
protected, without regard to the time period 
the party desiring the waiver has requested." 

With the rhetoric that hot, the debate over 
waivers isn't likely to cool soon. Fowler has 
guaranteed that the dialogue will continue at 
least through his next appearance before 
Wirth's subcommittee. Fowler accomplished 
that by suggesting obliquely, yet publicly, 
that Wirth's real concern was not waivers but 
Murdoch's personal philosophy (see box, 
page 37). It is clear that Wirth's next hearing 
featuring Fowler will be heavily attended. "I 
want to be there for that one." said MAP's 
Schwartzman. 

Networks regroup at midseason 
Programs weak in ratings are 
replaced by backups: most 
activity at CBS and ABC 

With the 1985 -86 season less than two 
months old, all three commercial networks 
began rearranging their prime time lineups 
last week in attempts to shore up soft spots in 
their schedules. Most of the activity, as ex- 
pected, was occurring at CBS -TV and ABC - 
TV, which are ranked second and third, re- 
spectively. in the national Nielsen ratings. 

ABC last Wednesday (Nov. 20) added The 
Colbys, a Dynasty spin -off from Aaron 
Spelling Productions. The serial drama is 
airing at I0 -I 1 p.m. NYT, but will move to 
its regular time of Thursdays, 9 -IO p.m., 
NYT beginning Nov. 28. Observers see ear- 
lier time slots on Thursday, as well as most 
of Saturday and Friday nights. as the most 
likely targets of ABC revamping. The net- 
work premiered Shadow Chasers Thursday 
(Nov. 14) in a two -hour episode (8 -10 p.m.). 
It scored a disappointing 6.9 rating and l0 
share in the national Nielsen report. 

Later in the week, ABC announced it is 
returning The Fall Guy from a brief hiatus to 
replace Hollywood Beat at 8 -9 p.m. Satur- 
days, beginning Nov. 30. The latter series 
will continue in production and may be back 
later in the season. 

Other backup series for ABC prime 
time -all previously announced -include 
Mr. Sunshine and He's the Mayor. 

Midseason pilots ordered from Universal 
Television include Rowdies, a one -hour ac- 
tion- adventure series about a private security 
firm, starring Pat Harrington. and Pros and 
Cons. featuring an all -female group of police 
detectives. From producer Danny Arnold 
(Barney Miller), ABC has ordered Joe Bash, 
a half -hour police comedy tentatively sched- 
uled to debut in March. Arnold reportedly 
has two other series in early stages of devel- 
opment for the network. In development for 
ABC from Orion Television are five possible 
series: Dog House (with JayGee Produc- 
tions). a one -hour drama about an animal 
hospital and obedience school; Tiger Tales, 

a one -hour drama focusing on the Flying 
Tigers air freight company; Hazard's Gaine, 
a one -hour action -adventure; Dr. Plastic, a 
one -hour drama about a plastic surgeon. and 
Daytime, a one -hour drama about the be- 
hind- the -scenes world of soap operas. In de- 
velopment at Group W Productions is a sit- 
com tentatively titled The Way We Were. 
about the misadventures of two middle -aged 
women, one a former movie actress. 

CBS last week announced it has canceled 
production of the comedy anthology series, 
George Burns Comedy Week, a Universal 
Television production airing Wednesday 
nights opposite ABC's highly rated Dyn- 
asty. CBS has reportedly ordered from 40 
Share Productions six episodes of an untitled 
midseason replacement series based on a 
segment titled "The Couch" from Comedy 
Week. The family- oriented comedy would 
star Valerie Perrine, Harvey Korman and 
Michael J. Pollard. 

CBS is adding Marry, a new half -hour sit- 
uation comedy starring Mary Tyler Moore. 
The MTM Enterprises production premieres 
at 8 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 11. The series, 
which also stars John Astin and James Far - 
entino, concerns a divorced magazine writer 
who takes up an advice column. CBS has 
ordered an unspecified number of additional 
episodes of Charlie & Company from 20th 
Century Fox Television. The series, airing 
Thursdays at 9 p.m., stars Flip Wilson and 
Gladys Knight. Mary will be half of the net- 
work's replacement of the one -hour series, 
Stir Crazy, followed at 8:30 p.m. NYT by 
the previously announced midseason sit- 
com, Foley Square. 

Analysts predict most of CBS's midsea- 
son changes will focus on Tuesday and 
Wednesday nights, along with the 8 -9 p.m. 
NYT blocks on Friday and Saturday. 

CBS has purchased an untitled one -hour 
drama from Lorimar Productions as a mid - 
season entry. The family- oriented series. ex- 
pected to air next spring, will focus on a 
group of orphans. Fred Silverman and Earl 
Hammer are executive producers. CBS is 
also developing Crazy House, the tentative 
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title of a comedy series from George Schlat- 
ter (Laugh -/n, Real People). In development 
from Group W Productions is The Thir- 
teenth Ward, a half -hour sitcom about a Chi- 
cago alderman and his friends. Universal 
Television is producing a midseason pilot for 
the network called Fast Times at Ridgemont 
High, a spin -off of the theatrical film. 

Also in development is Bishop Pawns, a 
one -hour drama pilot from Spinner Produc- 
tions in association with Orion Television. 
about a chess champion and weapons spe- 
cialist who work for a secret government 
agency. JayGee Productions, also in associ- 
ation with Orion, is developing a half -hour 
situation comedy pilot, Just Desserts, about 
a woman and her children who suddenly be- 
come wealthy because of the mother's suc- 
cessful cookie business. Orion is also devel- 
oping Eat, Drink and Be Merry, a half -hour 
sitcom about a food critic for a major news- 
paper. 

As in the past. NBC has expressed a com- 
mitment to stick with some of its weaker 
shows this season, although some programs 
on Wednesday and Friday nights are expect- 
ed to be shuffled soon for midseason entries. 
For example, the network has not announced 
a replacement for Hell Town. 

In development at NBC is Doyle, an ac- 
tion- adventure pilot executive produced by 
Bill Cosby and Robert Culp with Columbia 
Pictures Television. Cosby and Culp starred 
in the mid- 1960's in the NBC action drama I 
Spy. Doyle features Culp as the owner of a 
marine salvage company. Orion Television is 
developing Summer Camp for Adults for 
NBC, a two -hour comedy pilot. 

NBC has ordered production of The Last 
Precinct, a 90- minute pilot from Stephen J. 
Cannell Productions for a mid -season re- 
placement series. The action -adventure con- 
cerns "outrageous but effective police offi- 
cers in a run -down, big -city precinct." 

Carsey -Warner Productions is developing 
two new shows for NBC in association with 
Bill Cosby, star of its Cosby Show sitcom, 
but neither is expected to air before next 
September. 




