
The Nielsen overnight ratings for the test week of Access Syndica- 
tion's Honeymoon Hotel (Jan. 5 -9), the first -run strip debuting next 
fall, were described by the company as "better than sufficient" 
(BROADCASTING, Jan. 5). The show stars Isabel Sanford and is pro- 
duced by Fred Silverman and Gordon Farr. In the test markets, the 
show either held the time period's rating /share, or improved it slight- 
ly. On KCBS-TV Los Angeles at 7 -7:30, the show maintained the 5/7 the 
time period had during the November 1986 sweeps. On wBBM -Tv 

Chicago, the show improved from a 2.5/11 on Monday, Jan. 5, to a 

3.2/13 on Friday, Jan. 9. The tests will continue through the end of 
this month. WWOR -TV New York will test the show Jan. 26 -30. 

The syndication market for one -hour series is now "so clogged" 
that syndicators are changing their marketing strategy. St. Else- 
where, originally sold to 15 markets under four -year, six -run deals for 
116 episodes available next fall, is now being cleared by MTM 
under one -year deals. Eight one -hour series are now available for 

next fall. 

Andy Friendly Productions is putting The Rock m,d Roll Even- 
ing News on hold after its last episode at the end of this month. After 
King V/gbrld quit distributing the show at the beginning of January, 
Orbis Communications distributed it. Friendly said offers from a 
variety of syndicators to pick up the show would account for around 
50% of the show's $125,000 -per- episode cost. He said he hoped it 

will return in March on either a network or cable. 
Lorimar - Telepictures last week began using Lorimar as the oper- 

ating name for all its divisions. Lorimar -Telepictures will remain the 
name of the parent company, and LT will remain the company's 
symbol on the New York Stock Exchange. 

Warner Bros. Television finished 1986 with its hightest sales total 
in history, $389,064,037. It was the fourth consecutive year the com- 
pany broke its sales record. The company said the record domestic 
sales were led by its Volume 26 movie package and Growing Pains. 

at succeeding. 
Among the new first -run sitcoms debuting 

this year, said Kurlander and Fentress. five 
have hit potential, including three that have 
been selected as part of the NBC owned- 
station checkerboard schedule next fall - 
Marblehead Manor from Paramount, Sud- 
denly Sheriff, from Lorimar, and We Got It 
Made, from MGM -UA. The two others are: 
The Dom Deluise Show from Multimedia 
and MCA's Out of this World. One caveat 
was issued for the MCA vehicle -the poten- 
tial to go "overboard" with the theme of the 
outer space alien father in the family sitcom. 

Among the maybe's in the first -run sitcom 
in Petry's view, arc, MCA's Bustin 

Loose, Group W Productions' Together 
Again and You Can't Take it With You, from 
LBS. The last, with M *A *S Among the 
maybe's in the first -run sitcom category, in 
Petry's view, are, MCA's Bustin Loose, 
Group W Productions' Together Again and 
You Can't Take it With You, from LBS. The 
last. with M *A *S *H star Harry Morgan. has 
also been picked up by NBC for its O &O 
checkerboard. Also in the maybe category 
for sitcoms, arc Coca -Cola's That's My 
Manta Now and The New Monkees from Co- 
lex, as well as Three Apartments from D.L. 
Taffner. However, Fentress said it was his 
understanding that Three Apartments may 
be canceled even before the end of the con- 
vention. 

Among the comedy "misses," Petry ex- 

Fairness view. Washington attorney 
and former FCC Chairman Richard Wi- 
ley said last week at a NATPE meeting 
of Petry clients that the commission may 
solicit public comment this week on 
whether the fairness doctrine should be 
abolished. Wiley said it might not be in 
the best interests of broadcasters to 
pursue elimination of the rule because it 
could lead Congress to impose spec- 
trum fees, or perhaps eliminate the 
must -carry rules altogether. In any 
event, said Wiley, if the commission 
seeks to eliminate the doctrine, it is like- 
ly that Congress would launch legisla- 
tion to codify it. 

ecutives said, are Temporarily Yours and 
Groucho & Me, both from ITS, and Honey- 
moon Hotel, from Access Syndication. 

In the game show category, Petry picked 
two potential hits in Late Night Lotto, from 
ITF, and Truth or Consequences, from Lori- 
mar. Win, Lose or Draw from Buena Vista 
was given an outside chance of survival, 
while High Rollers, from Orion, and The 
Home Shopping Game, from MCA /HSN, 
were both classified as misses. 

In talk shows, Petry highly recommended 
Getting in Touch with Dr. David Viscount, 
from Baruch. The company also said Tri- 
bune's Gerald() Live has hit potential if Ri- 

vera can "tone down" somewhat. In the 
maybe category was The Wil Shriner Show, 
the potential problem being the host's "Let - 
terman- esque" tendencies. People in Crisis 
and Strictly Confidential were also given 
maybe status in the talk category. 

Petry also likes two off -beat shows, Com- 
edy Court, the new project from Bel -Air, 
created by Chuck Barris, and the new Rich- 
ard Simmons vehicle, Slim Cooking, from 
Syndicast. 

Petry put two other shows in the hit poten- 
tial category-Great Weekend, from USTV, 
a two -hour magazine show desipned for 
weekend play, and The New Sea Hunt, from 
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