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Growing concern 

Talk -formatted WMCA(AM) New York, which 
recently changed ownership from Straus 
Communications to Federal Broadcasting 
Co., Detroit, may have been the first major - 
market radio station to air condom advertis- 
ing when it began spots for "Lifestyle" con- 
doms Feb. 11. According to Rick Sklar, 
program consultant to the station, the con- 
dom ads are airing "free of charge" for six 
months as a "public service to help in the 
prevention of the spread of AIDS. 

But wMCA will not be alone. Other radio 
stations across the country are also deciding 
to accept condom spots. In Los Angeles, for 
example, Capital Cities /ABC's KABC(AM)- 
KLOS(FM), which program talk and album - 
rock, respectively, announced on Feb. 11 
that they will accept paid condom advertis- 
ing. 

KABC General Manager George Green 
made the announcement for his station on 
KABC's Michael Jackson Show on Feb. 11. 
That announcement came one day after 

RADAR delay. The semiannual RADAR report (network radio ratings) from Statistical 
Research Inc. (SRI), 1Abstfield, N.J., will be about two weeks late due to a "delay in the 
receipt of clearance information" from the networks, said SRI President Gale Metzger. The 
upcoming RADAR 34 report, which was to have been circulated in late February, is now 
expected out in mid -March. 

Additionally, the new RADAR report will contain ratings for NBC Radio Entertainment's 
shows -the programing distribution arm of the NBC networks -for the first time. However, 
according to Nick Schiavone, vice president, radio research, NBC, this will not mark the 
first NBC long -form programing to be measured in RADAR. Several years ago, Source - 
vent, concert programing then on "The Source," NBC's young adult network, was mea- 
sured in the network service, Schiavone said. 

Rep. Henry Waxman (D.- Calif.) was on Jack- 
son's show talking about the responsibil- 
ities of broadcasters to educate the public 
about AIDS through condom advertising. 

In a related development, specially pro- 
duced condom spots for radio will be pre- 
sented during a special radio -telelevision 
joint panel session on condom advertising at 
the NAB's upcoming convention, March 28- 
31, in Dallas, according to David Parnigoni, 
senior vice president of radio for NAB 
( "Closed Circuit," Feb. 16). 

A First 
For The 
Industry 

70,000 watts FM 
Continental's new 8I7R -5 combines 
two proven 816R -5 35 kW transmitters 
to offer broadcasters many operating 
advantages. The 8I7R -5 uses husky 
components and is built to give many 
years of dependable service. The first 
817R -5 has been shipped to KABL, San 
Francisco. For product data, call your 
local Continental Sales Manager. 
Transmitters : I to 50 kW AM and to 70 kW FM. antennas. studio G RF equipment o 1986 Continental Electronics/6322 
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SCR power control 
Automatic RF power output control 
Automatic SWR circuit protection 
SWR output power foldback 
Remote control interface 
AC power failure recycle 
Grounded screen amplifier 
802A exciter 
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New wave 

Metropolitan Broadcasting's (formerly Me- 
tromedia Radio) KMET(FM) Los Angeles, the 
premiere album -rock station in Los Ange- 
les, switched to a "melodic" light jazz/ 
new age /soh rock format Saturday (Feb. 
14) under the new calls of KTwv. The sta- 
tion, which has been programing album - 
rock since 1968, is now billing itself as "The 
Wave." 

According to Metropolitan Broadcasting 
President Carl Brazell, a decision to either 
modify or change format was made because 
of deteriorating shares over the past three 
years. Brazell said the company based its 
new sound on market research data com- 
piled by Leach Research, Princeton, N.J., 
since last November. 

The new KTwv uses no on -air personal- 
ities. (The entire 10- person on -air staff for 
KMET was let go on Feb. 6.) Instead, compact 
disc players and turntables are operated by 
production staffers. Time checks in the 
morning are given by the news anchor, De- 
anna Crowe, between 5:30 a.m. and 9:00 
a.m. 

Frank Cody, director of programing for the 
station, said some of the artists now being 
heard over KTwv are: "light" jazz artists Da- 
vid Sanbom, Bob James and Stanley Jordan; 
"new age" Windham Hill artists George 
Winston and William Ackerman, and "soh" 
contemporary artists Paul Simon and Bruce 
Hornsby. 

)!lade in the USA 

ABC Radio Networks has obtained the 
rights to market and distribute Gannett's 
audio and scripted (written summaries) 
news service, based primarily on stories ap- 
pearing in USA Today and USA Weekend 
newspapers ( "Closed Circuit," Feb. 16), it 
was announced last week. The service, 
dubbed USA Today Radio, is produced by 
Gannett New Media Services. 

ABC Radio plans to begin distributing the 
audio portion of the service to affiliates of its 
six, full- service networks on March 16. The 
data transmissions will begin in late summer 
over ABC's new digital, satellite system. 




