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NBC-TV will produce pilot for another news magazine program that 
is candidate for 1988 -89 season. Tentatively titled 90 Minutes, 
pilot, combining top talent from all sections of network, will be 
jointly produced by NBC Productions, news and sports divisions. 
Three units will meet in October to discuss format details. Target 
air date was January 1988, but NBC Entertainment President 
Brandon Tartikoff said strike by National Association of Broadcast 
Employes and Technicians will delay broadcast until at least next 
March. If "the form works" and 90 Minutes makes schedule, Tarti- 
koff said he is not certain whether it would go up against CBS's 60 
Minutes given fact NBC's Our House at 7 p.m. Sundays scored 30 
share in its season debut Sept. 13, highest for network in nearly 
two decades in that time period. 

o 

Nielsen peoplemeter ratings for Sunday, Sept. 13, arrived after ma- 
jority of ratings numbers were sent to press. (See page 76 for 
Monday- Saturday statistics.) Last Sunday's numbers were, in 
chronological order: 6:30-7-ABC World News Tonight, 7.1/15; 
ABC World News Tonight, 7.1/15; ABC Olympic Diary, 6.8/14. 7- 
7:30-ABC Disney Sunday Movie, Double Switch part one, 6.5/12; 
CBS 60 Minutes, 13.3/25; NBC Our House, 14.3/27; NBC NFL 
game 2, 16.7/36. 7:30.8 -ABC Disney Sunday Movie, Double 
Switch, pt.2, 6.7/12; CBS 60 Minutes, 16.8/29; NBC Our House, 
15.6/27. 8.8:30-ABC Spenser: For Hire special, 7.3/12; CBS Mur- 
der, She Wrote, 13./21; CBS Sportsbreak, 11.1/17; NBC Our House, 
22.2/37. 8:30.9 -ABC Spenser: For Hire special, 8.1/12; ABC 
Sports Update, 5.9/9; CBS Murder, She Wrote, 13.5/21; NBC Fam- 
ily Ties, 28.6/44.9- 9:30 -ABC Nabisco Family Showcase, Bluffing 
It, 9.6/15; CBS Sunday movie, Nobody's Child, 10.6/17; NBC Fam- 
ily Ties, 33./51; 9:30-10 -ABC Nabisco Family Showcase, Bluffing 
It, 10.9/18; CBS Sunday movie, Nobody's Child, 12.2/20; CBS 
Newsbreak, 6.9/11; NBC Sunday night movie, Private Eye, 
21.7/35. 10.10:30 -ABC Nabisco Family Showcase, Bluffing It, 
11.5 /20; ABC Newsbreef, 10.2/17; CBS Sunday movie, Nobody's 
Child, 12.3/21; NBC Sunday night movie, Private Eye, 21.4/36; 
10:30-11 -ABC Nabisco Family Bluffing It, 12. /22; CBS 
Sunday movie, Nobody's Child, 12./22; NBC Sunday night movie, 
Private Eye, 20.4/36; and 11:00.11:30 -NBC Sunday night movie, 
Private Eye, 19.4/39. 

Checkerboard schedule on NBC-owned stations garnered solid rat- 
ings in its first four days on air. In Nielsen, since debut on Monday 
Sept. 14, schedule averaged 11.2/19 on wNsc -Tv New York; 12.4/19 
on KNaC(TV) Los Angeles; 10.8/19 on WBBM -TV Chicago; 10.6/19 on 
wRC -TV Washington, and 9/16 on wKYC -TV Cleveland (in Arbitron). 
On CBS owned WCAU -TV Philadelphia, same schedule (in different 
order) did 7.1/10. 

Source said last week that GTG Entertainment, partnership be- 
tween Grant Tinker and Gannett, is informing syndicators inter- 
ested in distribution of USA Today that show will be distributed 
in- house. USA Today is first offering of company. Syndicators had 
been vying for distribution rights to show until last week. 

o 

ABC-TV has set Saturday, Oct. 3, for premieres of Ohara at 9 p.m. 
and Hotel at 10 p.m., which completes network's fall roll-out 
schedule. Remainder of premiere dates has already been an- 
nounced. 

o 
ABC said last week it would introduce new daytime program on 
Jan. 11- The Nome Show, half -hour that will include how -to seg- 
ments and experts on home improvement. Hosts are Rob Weller, 
weekend anchor of Entertainment Tonight, and Sandy Hill, former 
Good Morning, America co -host. Show will air daily at 11:30 a.m. 
where Mr. Belevedere currently airs. No word yet what will leave 
schedule. 

CBS has canceled its newly planned Saturday morning program, 
The Garbage Pall Kids. Network denied program was being can- 
celed due to pressure from advertisers or affiliates. But some ad- 
vertisers indicated they would not sponsor show and at least two 
affiliates said they would not air it. Program was controversial 
because it was based on set of cards that some consider grossly 

distasteful. CBS will fill half -hour left open by extending hour -long 
Jim Henson's Muppet Babies to 90 minutes (8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m.). 
Half -hour New Adventures of Mighty Mouse will move from 8:30 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m., where Pail Kids had been scheduled. Rest of 
CBS's Saturday morning schedule remains in place (BROADCAST- 
ING, May 18). 

Fox Broadcasting Co. added 46 stations to its own 115 affiliates for 
last night's Emmy Awards ceremony, increasing its coverage from 
about 86% of country to more than 94 %. Twenty -two ABC affili- 
ates, eight CBS, five NBC and 11 independents carried program. 

o 

Rift between broadcast and cable industries may be widening. Last 
week NCTA took exception to NAB, INTV and National Associ- 
ation of Public Television Stations pursuit of legislation to prevent 
cable operators from moving broadcast stations (chiefly UHF) from 
their assignments on lower- numbered channels to higher slots 
(see page 72). "It appears the broadcast industry attaches little 
sanctity to the contract they made with us in order to get must 
carry back," said NCTA President Jim Mooney late last week. 
According to industry compromise (struck by NCTA, NAB, INTV 
and Television Operators Caucus) on must carry, cable systems 
"are not required to carry stations on their channel positions, but 
must carry all qualified local stations in their entirety on lowest 
priced tier." Channel realignment has been source of contention 
for some time between cable operators and independent stations. 
But this latest move by broadcasters may spoil future dealings 
with cable. At least that was implied by Mooney. "It will be inter- 
esting, if the courts overturn the new must -carry rule, to see what 
these guys say when they come around here looking for help in 
putting Humpty Dumpty together once again," he said. 

Intelsat actions. The Intelsat Board of Governors last week be- 
gan the process of purchasing a new generation of satellites. It 
approved the release of a request for proposal for the procure- 
ment of up to three Intelsat VII spacecraft on a firm fixed price 
basis, and said it would solicit a proposal on the same basis for a 
fourth. The board said that options included in the RFP provide 
for the purchase of up to nine satellites. The options could be 
exercised any time after the initial contract award in October 
1988. And all the satellites are to be compatible with either the 
Ariane or Titan IQ launch vehicles. Intelsat is calling for the first 
launch in mid -1992, the second in early 1993. 

The decision on the satellite purchases, one of several taken 
at the 73d meeting of the Intelsat board, is being criticized by 
representatives of Pan American Satellite Corp., the only U.S. 
separate satellite system thus far authorized, on the ground 
they will increase the amount of excess capacity Intelsat can 
sell at predatory prices. 

However, Intelsat Director General John Hampton said ex- 
cess capacity had been built up over several years because of a 
number of reasons, including a better- than -anticipated record 
of launch success but that 66% of the system's satellite capacity 
is now used. He said that figure would increase to about 80% in 
1989, when the Intelsat VI spacecraft are launched. Intelsat 
officials also say the new satellites are needed to replace aging 
ones. 

In another action -and one PanAmSat sees as related, since 
excess satellite capacity is involved -the board approved the 
provision of planned domestic services on present and future 
Intelsat satellites. PanAmSat regards PDS as a threat to its own 
hopes of making its satellite -due for launch in February- avail- 
able for domestic service in Latin America. However, the PDS- 
related question PanAmSat sees as crucial-pricing-was de- 
ferred until the board's December meeting. 

The board also approved the appointment of Pedro Castelo 
Branco, of Brazil, as deputy director general for Service Devel- 
opment and External Relations. Castelo Branco has served as 
president and chief executive officer ofEmbratel, Brazil's signa- 
tory to Intelsat. 
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