
venture, he said. "It is very early in the 
game," Fore said in characterizing discus- 
sions. 

NICC plans to meet this week with cable 
operators to discuss the service. Bob Thom- 
son, vice president, government affairs, 
Tele- Communications Inc., said the com- 
pany has been talking with a number of reli- 
gious groups, including NICC, on ways to 
provide "additional religious and inspira- 

tional programing" to cable subscribers. TCI 
is leaving the drawing up of guidelines on 
participation to church leaders. It is their 
operation, said Thomson. "We're just the 
catalyst." 

Thomson said ICI has been impressed 
with the programing NICC has proposed and 
"the sense of common purpose" within the 
group. He said ICI would offer the service 
free of charge, and although the local TCI 

managers would have final say on carriage, 
Thomson said: "I suspect it will be broadly 
carried [on our systems] if it comes togeth- 
er." 

Ochoa described the service as "a mutual 
enterprise that serves the interests of the ca- 
ble industry and the mainline denomination- 
al churches." The churches realize, he said, 
that "the window of opportunity is here, and 
will be gone tomorrow." 
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Dow Jones & Co. reports that it has cleared The Wall Street Jour- 
nal Report on three more stations: KARE(rV) Minneapolis; WFSB(TV) 

Hartford, Conn., and wPrv(rv) West Palm Beach, Fla., bringing the 

weekly half -hour shows station total to 95, covering 65% of the 

country. WSJ Report has also managed a few coups lately, journalis- 

tically and ratings -wise, in the wake of the recent New York Stock 

Exchange crash. In all, 17 special feeds were provided to U.S. 

stations and two feeds sent abroad. On Oct. 19, the day of the 

crash, five CBS affiliated stations-mm-7v New York, wNev -TV Bos- 

ton, wNGA -ry Atlanta, WHAS -TV Louisville, Ky., and WTVH(TV) Syracuse, 
N.Y.,- received live footage, hosted by the shows anchor and edi- 
tor, Consuelo Mack, from the New York Stock Exchange. On Oct. 20, 

12 Conus stations took a feed hosted by Wall Street Journal report- 

er Randy Smith. Stations used those feeds for their local newscasts, 

and in both cases they were able to maintain a two -way dialogue 
with Mack or Smith. The two international feeds of the show -to 
Japan's Fuji Television and England's Thames Television -were 
hosted by Wall Street Journal reporter Tom Herman. 

The program received a 3.9/18 Arbitron rating /share in New York 

(where it is carried by wces -rv) for its highest rating ever. In its 8:30 -9 

a.m. time period, that number easily topped NBC's Sunday Today 
on wNec -Tv which had a 1.6/8 during the time period. The show had 

been averaging a .6/4 in the market prior to the move of its produc- 
tion to the headquarters of the Wall Street Journal. In Nielsen, it had 

a 1.6/7, a 60% improvement over its previous average since the 
Wall Street Journal took over production of the show. 

D.L. Taffner Ltd., has acquired the exclusive U.S. rights to the 14- 

year -old Thames Television game show, Whose Baby ?. In the game 

contestants attempt to guess the identity of two famous parents by 
questioning their child. Mark Smith, whose credits include Cross - 

Wits, Truth or Consequenses, Name that Tune and The Joker's 
Wild, will produce the show Taffner will make the show available as 

early as spring 1988. 
Paramount Domestic Television announced that its first -run of- 

ferings for fall 1988 will include War of the Worlds, a weekly hour 

based on the H.G. Nklls classic of the same name, and Wipeout, a 

game show strip, hosted by Peter Tomarkin. Paramount will give 

stations a two-hour movie to kick off the run of War of the Worlds, 
and will follow it with 24 one -hour episodes. Sam Strangis, producer 
of such series as Mission: Impossible, Mannix and the original Star 
Trek, will be executive producer of the series along with his son, 

Greg Strangis, whose credits include Happy Days, Eight is 
Enough and Falcon Crest. Rob Dames and Bob Fraser of Dames - 
Fraser Productions will be executive producers for Wipeout along 
with John Goldhammer. 

Viacom Enterprises has acquired the domestic syndication 
rights to the 1981 De Laurentiis Entertainment Group film, "Rag- 

time," based on the E.L. Doctorow novel of the same name. Viacom 

already holds the international rights to the Milos Forman film. "Rag- 

time" stars James Cagney, Elizabeth McGovern, Howard Rollins 

and Mandy Pantinkin. Viacom will make the film available in 1988 as 

part of a package. 
International Broadcast Systems Ltd. reported last week that 

the Bandeirates Network, the leading sports television network in 

Brazil, has purchased 30 NBA basketball games. The games will air 

on Saturday afternoons. Bandeirates has also purchased 30 high- 
light shows to run Monday through Friday in the afternoon. 

Fremantle has sold the first 22 of 78 half -hours of The Campbells, 
co-produced with Scottish Television and Canada's CTV Network, to 

West Germany's ARD network, which will carry the series nationally 

beginning in mid -1988. 
Orbita Technologies Corp and Belka International of New York 

have sold a package of American TV music programs to the Soviet 
state television service, Gostelradio. Rock and Roll: The Early 
Days, British Rock: The First Wave, and The Making of Sun City 
will air on Soviet national television later this year. Orbita, which 
delivered Soviet TV programing to the cable TV service, The Discov- 
ery Channel, last February, now has an exclusive agreement to 
introduce Soviet programing in North America and has taken other 
U.S. programs to the U.S.S.R., including the Public Broadcasting 
Service's Frontline and MTV's October special on Soviet youth. 

Former Barris Industries sales executives, Brian Firestone and 
Bob Cohen, have established Firestone -Cohen Entertainment. 
Their first sales effort, in association with New Century Entertain- 
ment, will be Photoplay, a half -hour access strip that ran on KCBS -TV 

Los Angeles from September 1986 to September 1987. Stations will 
get 21 weeks of episodes, which they will repeat for 13 weeks, 
beginning in January 1988. Sales are on a straight cash basis. Alan 
Landsburg is executive producer, and Jack Haley Jr. is producer of 
the series which takes a behind the scenes look at show business. 

TEN reports that it has cleared "Sizzle," its package of 12 films 
including "The Texas Chain Saw Massacre," "Smithereens" and 
"Wise Blood," on the entire group of Gaylord stations. TEN also 

"The Texas Chain Saw Massacre" 

recently announced that it will sell the Pierre Cosette special, Andy 
Williams and the NBC Kids, in the international marketplace. 

Access Syndication has acquired the rights to a game show, 
Eavesdroppers, a Martindale -Gilden Production in association with 
Procter & Gamble Productions. Access is offering the game for a 
January start. A pilot of the show, hosted by Tom Kennedy, will be 
ready early this month. Sales are on a cash basis. 

World Events Productions reports clearing a one -hour animat- 
ed special, Denver the Last Dinosaur, on more than 75 stations 
covering 70% of the country. The special will air in the spring of 1988 
in early fringe and weekend access time periods on such stations as 
WNYW -TV New York, KTrv(rv) Los Angeles, WFLD -TV Chicago, KBHK -TV 

San Francisco, wFxT(rv) Boston, WKBD -TV Detroit, and KDAF(rv) Dallas. 
In the barter deal on the show, stations and fAbrid Events equally 
split the advertising time. 

All American Television reports clearing The Boy King, the Cox 
Enterprises production (through wss -Tv Atlanta) on more than 100 

stations for its January 11 -Feb. 7 window. Among the stations that 
will carry the Peabody Award winning story of the young Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., are wNBC -Tv New York, KHJ -TV Los Angeles, WFLD -TV 

Chicago, KYw-TV Los Angeles and wsB -TV Atlanta. The special is 

being distributed on a barter basis. 
Syndicast Services reports that it cleared Slim Cooking on 

WNBC -TV New York, for a Nov 2 start. That series has been cleared on 

75 stations covering more than 70% of the country. 
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