
signals than they had to under the old 
rules, which were found unconstitution- 
al by the federal appeals court a year 
earlier. To insure that cable subscribers 
have access to all local broadcast sig- 
nals, the FCC incorporated in its new 
rules the A/B switch requirements. 

In its Nov. 19 order, the FCC amend- 
ed the dos -and -don'ts of the subscriber 
education requirement and set stan- 
dards. The FCC said cable operators in- 
stalling switches in the homes of new 
subscribers may advise them that they 
may need grounds on their antennas to 
protect against lightning. It also speci- 
fied information that should be included 
in the instructions for do- it- yourselfers 
to guard against installations that could 
cause signal leakage. 

The standards require that A/B 
switches afford 80 decibels of separation 
between the "A" and "B" terminals on 
channels between 54 mhz and 216 mhz 
and 60 db on channels between 215 mhz 
and 550 mhz. The separation or "isola- 
tion" standard is intended to prevent 
signal leakage and interference between 
the cable and off -air signals. The NCTA 
had asked for a more stringent 90 db 
standard. 

In granting the extension, the FCC 
noted that some cable operators have 
already sent out A/B switch material to 
subscribers. They may include further 
information reflecting the Nov. 19 order 
in their next planned mailing. "This will 
allow systems to avoid a second mailing 
that could be confusing to subscribers." 

Changhatñwll.do 
WFMY -TV Greensboro, N.C. and 
WLTV(TV) Jacksonville, Fla. D Sold by 
Harte -Hanks Communications Inc. to Gan- 
nett Co. for $155 million (see story, page 
94). WFMY -TV is CBS affiliate on channel 2, 
with 100 kw visual, 19.5 kw aural and 
antenna 1,842 feet above average terrain. 
WLTV is ABC affiliate on channel 12 with 
316 kw visual, 31.6 kw aural and antenna 
1.049 feet above average terrain. 
KJTM -TV Pine Bluff, Ark. El Sold by TVX 
Broadcast Group to Don H. Barden for $6 
million, plus other considerations. Seller is 
publicly owned. Virginia Beach, Va. -based 
group of 12 TV's headed by Gene Loving, 
chairman, and Tim McDonald, president. 
Buyer is Detroit -based cable operator. with 
systems in and around Detroit. KJTM -TV is 

Procrastination pays. Some cable op 
erators unable to wait for the FCC's re- 
sponse to the request for an extension 
included A/B switch information and of- 
fers in their December bills. Among 
them was Hauser Communications' Me- 
troCable in Arlington, Va. After explain- 
ing that as a result of changes in the 
FCC rules "you may not be able to re- 
ceive all local television stations over 
your cable system" and that an A/B 
switch may be necessary to retain the 
ability to receive broadcast signals off 
the air, MetroCable offered to install an 
A/B switch for $39.95 or to provide one 
with instructions for do- it- yourselfers for 
$14.95. 

According to the National Cable 
Television Association, the switches 
should cost cable operators no more 
than $4.50. So why is MetroCable offer- 
ing them for $14.95? According to Me- 
troCable's John Evans, the price re- 
flects the switch's costs plus handling 
costs -administrative, stocking and 
warehousing. "We are not trying to 
make a buck on it." 
Evans does not look forward to a se- 
cond mailing, but realizes he will have 
to send one out prior to Feb. 29, 1988, to 
include the additional instructions re- 
quired by the FCC's Nov. 19 ruling. Ev- 
ans's assessment of the A/B switch re- 
quirements: "A terrible burden." 

independent on channel 38 with 5,000 kw 
visual, 500 kw aural and antenna 2,008 feet 
above average terrain. 

KKBJ -AM -FM Bemidji, Minn. D Sold by 
Bemidji Radio Inc. to CD Broadcasting 
Corp. for $1,050,000. Seller is owned by 
Justin Hoberg, who also owns KJKJ(FM) 

Grand Forks and KTYN(AM) Minot, both 
North Dakota. Buyer is owned by Christo- 
pher T. Dahl. It also owns KLGR -AM -FM 

Redwood Falls and KLIZ -AM -FM Brainerd, 
both Minnesota. KKB1 is on 1360 khz with 5 

kw day and 2.5 kw night. KKBI -FM is on 

103.7 mhz with 100 kw and antenna 460 
feet above average terrain. Broker: John- 
son Communications Properties Inc. 
KTEO(AM) -KYSD(FM) San Angelo, Tex. El 

Sold by Angelo Broadcasting Inc. to still 
unnamed company headed by Kenneth R. 
Camp for $1,015,000. Seller is prin- 
cipally owned by O.P Bobitt, who has 
no other broadcast interests. Buyer is princi- 
pally owned by Camp, who also has interest 
in cable system in Jonesboro, Ark. Camp is 

also member of Arkansas state legislature. 
KTEO is on 1340 khz full time with l kw. 
KYSD is on 93.9 mhz with 100 kw and 
antenna 698 feet above average terrain. 
Broker: Mitchell & Associates. 

CABLE I 

Systems serving communities in Ala- 
bama, Florida, Mississippi, North Caroli- 
na, South Carolina and Tennessee D Sold 
by Essex Communications to U.S. Cable 
Television Group L.P. for $255 million (see 
story, BROADCASTING, Nov. 9). Seller is 
publicly owned, Greenwich, Conn. -based 
MSO headed by Paul L. Field and Dave 
Pardonner. It has no other cable interests. 
Buyer is new corporation headed by former 
ABC executives, Marty Pompadur and El- 
ton Rule, and Christopher Conley. It recent- 
ly purchased C4 Media Cable for $126 mil- 
lion ( BROADACSTING, Nov. 9). Essex 
systems serve about 135,000 subscribers. 
For other proposed and approved sales, 
see "For the Record," page 102. 

Annual Report 
WIRE/WXTZ 
KBEZ FM 
WIRL/WSWT 
KRVR FM 
WKAN/WLRT 
KMEZ AM/FM 
WAKR AM & WONE FM 
WONE AM & WTUE FM 
KLZ AM & KAZY FM 
WROQ/WAES 
WCEF FM 
WAMS AM 
WBEE AM 
WRAP AM 
WCSC/WXTC 

Indianapolis, IN 
Tulsa, OK 
Peoria, IL 
Davenport, IA 
Kankakee, IL 
Dallas, TX 
Akron, OH 
Dayton, OH 
Denver, CO 
Charlotte, NC 
Ripley, WV 
Wilmington, DE 
Chicago, IL 
Norfolk, VA 
Charleston, SC 

24 stations SOLD over the last 12 months, with a total 
value of over $100 million. Every sale was for CASH. 
If you want a cash buyer for your station, call Todd or 
Ted Hepburn. 
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