
Proqah 
Rocky Mountain sports network launches tomorrow 

Prime Sports Network is latest 
cable regional sports entry, 
serving homes in five Western 
states: Nuggets, college football 
and college basketball on schedule 

Prime Sports Network, the Rocky Mountain 
regional sports network owned by Bill Dan- 
iels, United Cable and Home Sports Enter- 
tainment, launches tomorrow night with a 
live Denver Nuggets -Los Angeles Lakers 
National Basketball Association basketball 
game. 

The Nuggets, along with college football 
and basketball, will be the mainstay of the 
network that will be carried from 5 p.m. to 
midnight weekdays and 11 a.m. to midnight 
on weekends. PSN is also negotiating with 
the Kansas City Royals for Major League 
Baseball next season, which would key- 
stone its summer lineup. It will carry 50 
games of the Triple A Denver Zephyrs mi- 
nor league baseball team. 

Mat Tinley, senior vice president, said 
PSN will carry 27 Nuggets games this sea- 
son, 60 college football games, including 
one live per week, and 70 college basketball 
games. Tinley points out that the Big Eight, 
long known as a college football confer- 
ence, is also turning into a top flight basket- 
ball conference. Three of the NCAA's final 
eight teams, including champion Kansas 
and runner -up Oklahoma, are in the Big 
Eight. PSN will cover the Big Eight, the 
Western Athletic and the Missouri Valley 
conferences, he said. 

The key to any regional sports service. 
said Tinley, is quality programing and pro- 
duction. "We run our sports channels differ- 
ently from other people," said Tinley. "Our 
overriding philosophy is everything we do is 

going to be a first class product with produc- 
tion standards meeting or exceeding others. 
We do everything top of the line." 

In addition to the major events, PSN 
plans to carry a hefty schedule of other 
events specific to the region. That would 
include programs on skiing, hunting, fish- 
ing and rodeo, plus boxing, tennis, golf and 
other syndicated fare, including several talk 
shows. PSN will carry a 16 -game hockey 
schedule for Denver University, but is not 
carrying SportsChannel America's NHL 
package, said Tinley, because "the cost is 
too high." It will, however, pick up events 

from Prime Ticket, which is owned by Bill 
Daniels, HSE and the Sunshine Network. 

PSN said United Cable systems will re- 
present the majority of homes on line at 
launch. Although TCI has not signed for 
launch, Tinley said they will be carrying 
PSN. In addition to home state Colorado, 
PSN will be marketed to cable operators 
serving the 1.5 million subscribers in Wyo- 
ming, Nebraska, Kansas and New Mexico. 

Tinley said advertiser support has been 
"unbelievable," with Anheuser -Busch sign- 
ing as a main sponsor. Subaru has also 
signed to be a main sponsor in the Nuggets 
games. He said the poor Denver economy 
has not hurt sales so far. 

Reality strip to get 
four -week on -air test 
Jointly produced new half -hour 
program, 'Re- Union,' to be offered 
in syndication next fall if it 
shows potential in local market, 
says Lorimar syndication chief 

Lorimar Telepictures, Reeves Entertainment 
Group, Rankinss Productions and WWOR -TV 

New York have formed a joint venture to 
produce and conduct a four -week on -air test 
of a new half -hour reality strip called Re- 
Union. If the program shows potential dur- 
ing the test, Lorimar syndication chief Dick 
Robertson said the company would offer the 
show to stations at NATPE next January for 
fall 1989 availability. 

The program will be produced at WWOR- 

TV'S facilities in Secaucus, N.J. It will air 

Fox nix. Fox Broadcasting executives pulled what was to have been the new season 
premiere of its Married...With Children, scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 6. The episode deals 
with a fishing trip that Al Bundy takes with his wife, Peg, their daughter, Kelly, and next door 
neighbor, Marcy. The three women have their periods while on the trip, and the show 
focusses on the emotional responses of each women. An FBC spokesman said the show 
would be rescheduled later in the season, although a date has not yet been set. "We just 
didn't think that was the right episode to lead off the season with," he said. The episode was 
written by three female members of the program's writing staff. 
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for four weeks as a late night strip at 11 p.m. 
(NYT), starting Dec. 19. Robertson said last 
week, however, that if the show goes into 
syndication, "we'll try to place it on as 
many affiliates in [prime] access as we can." 

The 11 p.m. slot was the best time period 
WWOR -TV could offer to test the show. But, 
said Robertson, "if it works at 11 p.m., 
chances are it will work at 7:30 p.m., or as a 
news lead -in." The test, he said, gives sta- 
tions "a free look" at the show before buying 
it. A number of reality shows have been 
tested locally before going national. MCA 
tested The Morton Downey Jr. Show in 
much the same manner last year on WWOR- 

TV (which it owns), before launching it 
nationally. Fox's A Current Affair started 
out on Fox -owned WNYW(TV) New York. 
And talk shows such as Live with Regis and 
Kathie Lee, The Oprah Winfrey Show and 
Donahue all ran on local stations before 
going national. 

Robertson said Lorimar will test other 
new shows before taking them to the nation- 
al market. "It takes a lot of the risk and 
uncertainty out of program buying and the 
program -making process," he said. He not- 
ed that USA Today: The Television Show 
was sold without a pilot and that many 
stations regret picking it up for the price 
they paid. And now stations seem to be 
repeating the pattern with King World's In- 
side Edition, which also does not have a 
pilot. Those two shows, he said, have been 
sold "on smoke. We're trying to add a little 
more intelligence to the process." 

Rankinss and Reeves will jointly produce 
Re- Union, which will try to reunite people, 
such as runaways with their parents, "sec- 
ond- chance loves" and "celebrities with im- 
portant people from their past." If it goes to 
syndication, the strip will be offered on a 

cash -plus -barter basis. Author Nancy Friday 
( "My Mother, Myself," "Men in Love" and 
"Jealousy ") was signed last week as co- 
anchor. The search for her male counterpart 
in still underway. 

Specials fill 
post- strike 
programing void 
The strike -delayed roll out of network 
shows has allowed syndicators to take ad- 
vantage of the programing void by supply- 
ing network affiliates fresh programing in 
the form of specials. Although traditionally 
few affiliates have preempted prime time 
network programing, when the writers' 
strike left the new season in jeopardy, affili- 
ates acted to fill their schedules with syndi- 
cated fare. 

"It appears to me that there are more 




