
Gearing up 
for NATPE 

Producers and distributors line up 
product for sale in January; of new 
entries. majority are game shows 

At least 43 first -run syndicated programs 
are being considered by producers and dis- 
tributors as development projects for the 
1990 -91 season and beyond, according to 
industry sources (see chart at left). Heading 
into next January's NATPE International 
convention in New Orleans, 24 game show 
concepts (10 or more have yet to line up 
distributors) are in the incubation stages 
among program executives. 

One television rep source says the crush 
of game show proposals will face a tough 
market with shows like Wheel Of Fortune 
and Jeopardy! dominating access and early 
fringe dayparts, leaving daytime and late 
fringe slots with the only possible openings 
for new entries. A King World Productions 
spokesman said Monopoly is now in devel- 
opment, but is being considered for possi- 
ble 1992 -93 entry. 

Rich Colbert, senior vice president, do- 
mestic television, ITC Entertainment, said 
92% of all first-run syndicated programing 
fails early in its run or, much of the time, 
on the drawing boards. But Colbert added: 
"Game shows have dominated syndication 
over the last 10 years. Game shows meet 
transitional time period needs, cross demo- 
graphic lines, have strong family appeal, 
and, most importantly, are advertiser - 
friendly." 

Highlighting the list of other possible 
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ABC to produce shows 
for others, including NBC 

ABC Productions. network's in -house 
studio, will create programing for 
other networks and cable services. 
including two development projects 
in works for NBC and two for HBO 

ABC's in -house production unit. headed by 
former ABC Entertainment President Bran- 
don Stoddard. is no longer in house -ABC 
Productions (formerly ABC Circle Films) 
will now produce for outside customers as 

well. Stoddard, president of ABC Produc- 
tions, announced last week that the produc- 
tion unit is developing two projects for 
NBC. two additional projects for premium 
cable service HBO, and is talking with the 
Lifetime basic cable service about another 
production deal. 

Stoddard, ABC Productions president, 
hailed the division's entry into full- service 
production as the opening of "chapter one" 
of an unprecedented venture, but the action 
may be interpreted by major studio execu- 
tives and programers as an effort to shape 
an industry compromise on easing of the 
FCC's financial interest and syndication 

rules. The broadcast networks are currently 
prohibited from receiving revenues generat- 
ed by producers and syndicators for the off - 
network syndication programs sold to do- 
mestic markets. If the networks develop 
more in -house programing, however, stu- 
dios and independent producers may feel a 
revenue crunch by the shortage of network 
program orders. 

Stoddard said the trend over the next five 
to seven years will signal "a shift away 
from the studio system," with the networks 
emphasizing more in -house productions. 
He added: "Networks have been trying to 
control their own destiny. Network profits 
have fallen below $100 million, with the 
exception of NBC, which made considera- 
bly more than that [this year]. The costs [of 
programing] are skyrocketing.' 

On the other hand, Stoddard said, the 
new venture will allow producers to avoid 
deficit- financing productions [and seeking 
ancillary revenues] by providing "an outlet 
for other people's ideas." He said ABC 
Productions will actively seek more produc- 
tion deals with writers and producers. 

"Licensing fees are not reflective of net- 
work programing needs," Stoddard said. 
"A studio might have a program on for four 
weeks, deficit finance it, and lose money in 
the end. If the show has a longer run, it can 
make money taking it to off -network mar- 
kets. The license fee system also does not 
reflect the needs of the producer." 

Stoddard says the production unit is de- 
veloping one mini -series project and regular 
series programs for NBC -NBC officials 
were unavailable for comment -with one 
mini -series and a feature film on the devel- 
opment plate for HBO. According to Stod- 
dard, Lifetime (partially owned by Capci- 
ties/ABC) has expressed interest in a future 
project. 

Stoddard added that programing for ABC 
will have "top priority," followed by any 
other outside projects. He also said that 
Executive Producers Eileen Berg and Scott 
Spiegel have been brought onto the full - 
time staff to help with the physical produc- 
tion of feature projects. Berg has done ABC 
Circle made -fors and Spiegel has worked 
previously in the feature division. -MF 

TITLE 

Born Lucky 
Celebrity Sweepstakes 
Challengers 
Coast To Coast 
Concentration 
Excuses, Excuses 
Free Ride 
How Much? 
Jokers Wild 
Last Straw 
Love Thy Neighbor 
Match Game 
Monopoly 
Name That Tune 
Odd Man Out 
The Price Is Right 
Quiz Kids 
Sale of the Century 
Scrabble 
Scruples 
Treasure Hunt 

Trump Card 
Wiseguys 
You Bet Your Life 

Linda Ellerbee 
Cristina Ferrare 
Jane Fonda 
Geraldo After Dark 
House Party 
Open House 
30 Minutes 
What's Your Beef? 
NbrnenS Day 
Untitled Late Night Strir. 

Gummi Bears 
Merrie Melodies 
The New Adventures of He -Man 
Tale Spin 
Tiny Toon Adventures 

Adam 12 
Dragnet 

People's Exchange 

What A Dummy! 
Not ye: rormaly titled. 

PRODUCER 

Game shows 
Barris Industries 

NA 
dick Clark productions 

N.A 
Mark Goodson Productions 

Chris Beard Productions 
NrA 

Urn DiBona Productions 
Kline 8 Friends 

Marty Pasetta Productions 
N,A 

Billett/Edwards Productions 
Mery Griffin Enterprises 

N/A 
Howard Nass Productions 

Mark Goodson Productions 
Barris Industries 

N/A 
Reg Grundy Productions 

NIA 
G2 Entertainment 

(Eck Gold and Chuck Gerber) 
Stu Billett Productions 

Jay Nblpert Productions 
Richard Dawson Productions 

Talk shows 
Lucky Duck Productions 

N/A 
King World Productions 
Maravilla Productions 
Buena Vista Television 

Group W /NBC Productions 
King World Productions 
Multimedia Productions 

Bud Grant Productions/Tribune Ent. 
N/A 

Children's programing 
Buena Vista Television 

Warner Bros. 
Jet Lag Productions 

Buena Vista Television 
Ambün EntertainmentANarner Bros 

Action /drama 
Arthur 8 Company 
Arthur 8 Company 

Reality -based programing 
MGM:UA Television 

Sitcoms 
Arthur 8 Company 

DISTRIBUTOR 

N. A 
Buena Vista Televis;o" 

Select Media 
LBS Communications 

NIA 
MGM /UA Televsion 

N/A 
Orbis Communications 
Buena Vista Television 

GTG Entertainment 
N'A 

King Nand Prdns.. Inc 
Orion Television Ent 

Tribune Enlertammc- 
N' 

Barris Ir.... 
N A 

Nbrldvision Enterprise 
N/A 

Warner Bros. Dom. Tele 

Tribune Entertainment 
Warner Bros. Dom. Tele 

Tribune Entertainment 
MCA TV 

King World Productions 
Tribune Entertainment 
Buena Vista Television 

Group W 
King Nbrld Productions 
Multimedia Productions 

Tribune Entertainment 
MCA TV 

Buena Vista Television 
Warner Bros. Dorn. Tele 

LBS Communications 
Buena Vista Television 

Warner Bros. Dom. Tele 

MCA TV & MCA TV Intl 
MCA 1V & MCA TV IntI 

MGM /UA Television 

MCA TV 
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