
Turner Broadcasting System has signed agreement with Sovi- 
et Union to distribute CNN International to hotels, apart- 
ments, business and government institutions, mass media 
and eventually private homes in Soviet Union. CNN is al- 
ready available in 100,000 European hotel rooms as well as 4 
million homes on continent. 

Bradley Holmes has joined State Department as head of its 
bureau of International Communications and Information 
Policy. Senate confirmed his nomination as U.S. coordinator 
in charge of bureau, with rank of ambassador, and he was 
sworn in on Wednesday (Nov. 22) by Associate Chief of 
Protocol Richard Gookin. Holmes, former chief of FCC's 
Policy and Rules Division, succeeds Sonia Landau, who had 
been given recess appointment by President Reagan last 
year. 

o 
Franklin County, Ohio, Court of Common Pleas Judge Mi- 
chael Close ruled Nov. 15 that WCBE(FM) Columbus, Ohio, 
retains rights to carry American Public Radio -distributed Gar- 
rison Keillor's American Radio Company of the Air because 
program is 'a natural progression of Keil lor programing 
land] continuation of A Prairie Home Companion" (PHC) 
series. Keillor's latest effort, scheduled to launch Nov. 25, 
will sometimes include PHC reruns. Primary APR affiliate in 
Columbus, wosu -FM, had sought to exercise right of first 
refusal of Radio Company. But APR gave first choice to WCBE, 
which had carried PHC in that market for eight years. Wosu 
brought suit against APR and WOKE late last summer (BROAD- 
CASTING, Aug. 14). 

NPR News and Information fund received $413,301 grant 
from Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, private philanthropy 
interested in improving health care, NPR said last week. 
"Science reporting and reporting on health care are priori- 
ties for NPR," said Adam Powell, vice president of News 
and Information. Grant, he said, "gives our Science Unit the 
opportunity to expand in -depth coverage in this vital area." 

Cable Television Association of New York has signed off on 
industry standards document, voluntary guidelines for opera- 
tors to follow in dealing with customer service issues. Docu- 
ment is entitled "Cable Customers' Bill of Rights." 

n 
General Electric Co. will underwrite just under half of produc- 
tion costs, and possibly promotion, of American Public Radio - 
distributed business magazine, Marketplace, five nights per 
week, beginning Jan. 1. Produced by Pacific Public Radio, 
Long Beach, Calif., program enters its second year budgeted 
at $1.5 million for 1990, meaning that at approximately 
$700,000, GE's funding could be largest corporate grant (and 
one of largest grants of any kind) to public radio, said APR 
President Stephen Salyer. 

o 
Writer /producer Glen Larson has entered into exclusive pro- 
duction agreement with Viacom Productions. i....)ous set 
produced or created by Larson include It Takes A Thief, 
McCloud, The Six Million Dollar Man and Magnum, P.I. 

Comedy Channel, which launched Nov. 15, announced car- 
riage agreements with Media General Cable, Rifkin & Asso- 
ciates and U.S. Cable Corp.. representing approximately 
600,000 basic subscribers. 

Congress adjourned for year early Wednesday morning, Nov. 
22, (See story, "Top of the Week ") without passing authoriza- 

tion bill that includes funds for U.S. Information Agency. As 
result, agency continues to operate at 1989 funding level of 
$882 million, rather than being allowed $934 million that was 
contained in appropriations package approved by Congress. 
Lower funds is not only problem confronting USIA. Unless 
Congress in its next session passes authorization measure, 
or waives requirement that funds be authorized, Worldnet 
will continue to be barred from airing "passive" program- 
ing, such as in -house produced news shows. What's more, 
$16 million for first year's operation of TV Marti- assuming 
that station designed to broadcast to Cuba is finally ap- 
proved -will not be released. Bush administration would 
have only $7.5 million for 90 -day test, which is to be con- 
ducted early next year. Authorization bill was hung up in 
dispute between Senator Ernest F. Hollings (D- S.C.), chair- 
man of appropriations subcommittee responsible for State 
Department and USIA funds, and Senator Claiborne Pell (D- 
R.I.), chairman of Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
which authorizes funds. Hollings, impatient with what he 
says is slow pace of authorizing committee, wanted repeal 
of statute requiring annual authorization of funds for State 
Department and USIA. He lost on that issue, so refused to 
grant unanimous consent needed to proceed to vote on 
authorization measure. 

Rolling Stones' final concert of current "Steel Wheels" tour 
will be presented as live, pay- per -view event, Dec. 19, spon- 
sored by Budweiser and MTV. Titled Rolling Stones: Terrify- 
ing, concert will emanate from Atlantic City's Convention 
Center, and feature guest artists including Eric Clapton and 
Guns 'N Roses' Axl Rose. Show, available for suggested 
retail price of $24.95, will be distributed by SET Pay Per 
View (Showtime Event Television). Three -hour concert will 
be stereo simulcast nationally via ABC Radio Networks over 
more than 150 radio stations. 

British point of view 
BBC Director General Michael Checkland, in his first visit to 
the U.S. in 18 months, met last week with network, cable 
and studio heads to pursue joint ventures in programing and 
other activities and to reassure Americans that recent Euro- 
pean Community programing quotas would not affect BBC 
buying patterns. 

In one possible coventure that emerged last week, the 
BBC said it had agreed in talks with MCA to build television 
studios at a London theme park if the Hollywood studio 
selects the city over Paris as the site for park, opening in 
1994. MCA is expected to decide between the two European 
capitals early next year. Checkland, who addressed an Inter- 
national Radio and Television Society luncheon on Nov. 21 
and later briefed reporters, said he met during a several -day 
visit with ABC, CBS and NBC network heads, Viacom's 
Frank Biondi, Fox's Barry Diller, Paramount's Martin Davis, 
and Turner's Ted Turner and Bob Ross. Checkland told 
reporters he used the meetings to reassure the executives 
concerned by EC quotas that basic UK import patterns 
would remain "very similar" and called U.S. reaction to the 
Emits "overdramatized. " 

He said in his IRIS speech: "With so many more hours to 
fill, the demand for American material can only go on rising, 
as will the opportunities for U.S. investments and mergers 
and acquisitions." Checkland also lauded the launch of Brit- 
ish House of Commons TV coverage and said the BBC would 
make extensive use of live segments and excerpts through- 
out the week (full coverage of the proceedings is being 
carried on a temporary basis on the Astra satellite by a 
consortium including Rupert Murdoch's Sky TV and the 
news service ITN). 

Broadcasting No 27 1989 

97 




