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Weyforth Dawson, who is 
close to Pettit and Lauren 
(Pete) Belvin, FCC 
Chairman Alfred Sikes's aide 
on mass media issues. Both 
were aides to Dawson when 
she was commissioner. 
Pettit also worked with Dawson 
during her year -long stint as 
deputy secretary of 
transportation during final 
year of Reagan administration. 

N EW YORK 

Thanksgiving turkey 
Station sources said 
Arbitron officials were red - 
faced last week when it 
became evident that account 
executives gave out 
different advice to different 
stations with respect to 
program retitling policies as 
they applied to 
Thanksgiving Day and day after 
(Nov. 23 and 24), which this 
year fell into November sweeps 
rating period. Retitling has 
long been area of controversy, 
and one where some 
stations have used practice to 
try to manipulate sweeps 
ratings to their advantage. 
Usually applied to 
newscasts, stations would often 
retitle newscast on given 
day to exclude it from weekly 
program average, in attempt 
to boost average. Late 
newscasts going up against 
Monday Night Football were 
often subject to retitling, 
before both Arbitron and 
Nielsen adopted rules 
restricting practice several 
years ago. However, 
program retitling on holidays 
such as Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, when viewing 
patterns are disrupted, is 

still commonly practiced, and 
accepted by ratings 
services. Arbitron executives, 
however, told some stations 
they could retitle news 
programs at will on 
Thanksgiving and day after. 
Other stations were told if 

they changed early news titles, 
they had to retitle all 
newscasts for day. 

"It was a case of the left 
hand not knowing what the right 
hand was doing," said one 
station source. Arbitron last 
week announced that as 
result of confusion, it would 
simply eliminate entire 48- 
hour period from program 
averages in November 

books. Naturally, stations with 
ratings to crow about on 
those two days won't be happy 
with that decision. What they 
can do about it remains to be 
seen. Lawsuits and 
complaints to Electronic Media 
Rating Council are two 
options. 

Bowing to bottom line 
CBS has quietly shelved 
project that was to have 
pointed up Earth's 
environmental problems. David 
Browning was to be 
executive producer and Shad 
Northshield senior producer 
of series of five one -hour 
shows. But CBS News brass 
reportedly called Browning in 
recently to tell him project 
had been canceled. Browning 
refuses to discuss matter, 
but sources close to situation 
say money was problem. It 

has been expensive year for 
network news operations - 
funeral of Japanese emperor, 
China upheaval, dramatic 
changes in Eastern Europe, 
then Bush -Gorbachev 
shipboard summit in Malta. 
Since not much work had 

according to one source, 
canceling it would save 
considerable amount of 
money. 

And at least some work 
thus far done on series 
apparently will not be 
wasted. Northshield, who had 
been on assignment in 

Egypt and then Zimbabwe, 
shooting footage for series, 
was told material could be used 
in Evening News and 
Sunday Morning. 

Taking it from the top 
Production on 26 new 
episodes of Lifetime's The 
Days and Nights of Molly 
Dodd is slated to begin Feb. 5 
at cable service's Astoria 
headquarters. Blair Brown 
( "Molly ") and entire cast, in 
addition to new characters, will 
return to shoot initial 13 
shows in 20 weeks before 
taking hiatus in July, after 
which remaining 13 will be 
produced. 

HOLLYWOOD 

Golden 
James Brooks, executive 
producer of The Mary Tyler 
Moore Show, Rhoda and 
more recently The Tracey 
Ullman Show, has 
reportedly signed exclusive 
series production deal with 
ABC. It's reportedly worth over 
$30 million, is only latest in 
multi -million dollar deals offered 
to producers by networks. 

Inbreeding 
Hollywood insiders were 
chortling last week over fancied 
story lines as word spread 
that ABC has made 
commitment to new 

More eyes on TV Marti 
Latin American and Caribbean radio broadcasting union is 
showing interest in U.S. plans to establish TV Marti to broadcast 
to Cuba. At meeting in Uruguay-during which Cuban was 
elected president of union -commission of experts was created 
to study U.S. plans for proposed station. It is to report to union's 
next general assembly meeting, scheduled for 1992 in Havana. 
U.S. hopes to get station on air, broadcasting from aerostat 
(balloon) tethered 10,000 - 14,000 feet above Cudjoe Key, Fla., 
long before 1992. Acceptance tests of components- transmitter 
and antenna -are underway, and officials in charge of project 
expect preliminary ground and low -level, low -power tests to be 
completed by mid -January, with 90 -day operational test to start 
about Feb. 1. But U.S. planners face questions. Still to be 
determined, for instance, is whether plan will incorporate aircraft 
as backup. If not, some other form of backup will have to be 
considered; aerostat is expected to be down because of weather, 
several months each year. Still not certain, either, is whether TV. 
Marti will be aimed at Havana or elsewhere in Cuba. Present, 
plan is Havana, and monitoring of Cuban airwaves does not yet 
indicate U.S. s proposed use of ch. 13 would cause interference 
problems in Havana. 

animated children's program, 
Little Roseanne, based on 
Carsey -Warner produced 
prime time hit. Source with 
knowledge of project said ABC 
had made 13- episode 
commitment to show for next 
fall. He suggested networks 
would do more 
"crosspollinating" of 
programs and dayparts with 
what he said would be 
"inevitable" arrival of 
compromise on financial 
interest rules, and more 
program production at all 
three networks. 

DENVER 

Yawner 
Study conducted by Tele- 
Communications Inc. indicates 
cable subscribers are not all 
that interested in so- called 
"lifeline" service. TCI 
surveyed 600 customers, 
asking them if they would be 
interested in subscribing to tier 
of principally broadcast 
stations. TCI put various price 
tags on lifeline service 
including one at no charge. 
Company found that fewer 
than 15% of subscribers would 
take lifeline tier if offered for 
free. That low level of interest 
for something free 
"surprised us," TCI said. "It 
confirms our point that 
people take cable for more 
choices," TCI said. 

LONDON 
More hands across 
the sea 
Cable service Lifetime has 
talked with British Broadcasting 
Corp. about possible 
collaboration on specialized 
subscription services. BBC 
is pursuing subscription TV in 
effort to find use for 
unscheduled overnight hours 
on its two UK TV networks. 
British broadcaster has created 
new subscription TV division 
and is talking with number of 
players, including publisher 
Pearson, about such service's 
potential in U.S. and 
overseas. Among possible 
services are medical and 
educational programs, which 
would be downloaded in 
early morning hours for 
recording on subscribers' 
VCR's. 




