
show about familiar territory- marriage. 
Their last collaboration was as executive 
producers of Live In, a CBS midseason 
show during the 1988 -89 season. In 
1987, Stemin and Fraser produced a 
show also exploring the marriage theme 
in the off -beat The Charmings. With 
Married People, the pair focus on three 
generations of couples living in the same 
New York brownstone. "It's something 
we've wanted to write about for some 
time," said Stemin. "People are always 
saying: 'You're married, you work to- 
gether, how do you stand being that 
close all the time ?' " That lifestyle suits 
them just fine, he says. "Being so close 
makes you very aware of the dynamics 
of the relationship." 

Jeffrey Lewis is executive producer of 
Signs of Life, from Ohlmeyer Commu- 
nications, in association with Orion 
Television (NBC, Sunday, 8 p.m.). 
Lewis didn't intend to be back in prime 
time next season. Over the past two 
years, since his last series, Beverly Hills 
Buntz, was canceled, he has collaborat- 
ed on a children's book with his wife, 
illustrator Gayle Lewis, and has written 
a play about the last days of a spy and 
con artist, How 1 Killed Trebitsch -Lin- 
coln. But NBC Entertainment President 
Brandon Tartikoff convinced the former 
Hill Street Blues executive producer that 
a new medical program was worth re- 
turning to produce. The show is a blend 
of anthology, documentary and drama 
that examines medical issues from the 
patient's perspective, with the only com- 
mon thread an unseen narrator, Robert 
Prosky (Hill Street Blues). Some observ- 
ers have expressed concern the show 
may turn into a "disease of the week" 
kind of program. "That is a danger," 
Lewis admits. "But my intention is not 
to have it that way. I want this show to 
be more curious, and less exploitative of 
people's emotions -and more 
informative." 

Clyde Phillips is executive producer 
of Parker Lewis Can't Lose, from 
Columbia Pictures Television (Fox, 
Sunday, 7:30 p.m.). Phillips is going to 
be very busy next season, serving as 
executive producer of two new shows. 
Fox picked up Parker Lewis to start the 
season, and ABC has picked up True 
Believer, based on the film of the same 
name, as a mid -season replacement se- 
ries. Phillips is a veteran cop drama pro- 
ducer (Houston Knights) who has want- 
ed to expand into comedy for some time. 
CBS told him to think about developing 
a high school comedy for prime time. 

'Signs of Life' 

He did, but they passed. Fox liked the 
Parker Lewis concept and bought it. 
These days are somewhat schizophrenic 
for Phillips. He sits all morning in pre- 
production meetings for True Believer 
and devotes all afternoon to Parker 
Lewis. 

According to Michael Weithorn, the 
theme of interracial romance "is one of 
the last remaining blatant taboos" in 
television. As creator, executive produc- 
er and writer of True Colors, the 
Twentieth Television show that focuses 
on the marriage between a black man 
and a white woman, Weithorn hopes to 

knock down that barrier. 
Under contract to ABC for a number 

of years, Weithorn managed to get only 
one series on the air, the 10- episode 
Pursuit of Happiness. "I then thought if 
I'm going to fail," he said, "I at least 
want to do it on my own terms, so I 

came up with an idea I loved," and 
brought it to Fox. 

Before he went out on his own, 
Weithorn was with Gary Goldberg Pro- 
ductions for five years, working on the 
first four seasons of Family Ties. As for 
his new show, "I'm very happy that the 
Fox network exists, because I know this 
idea would not have sparked any interest 
at the other three networks." 

Scott Brazil, John Eisendrath and 
Katherine Pratt are executive produc- 
ers of WIOU from Grant Tinker Group 
in association with Orion Television. 
Who better to develop a show about the 
news organization at a local television 
station than two people who have been 
there? Eisendrath and Pratt, who created 
the show and will write it, are both 
veterans of the TV news wars. Eisen - 
drath was a news producer at WBBM -TV 
Chicago and Pratt was an on -air reporter 
there, among other places. Brazil, 
whose relationship with Grant Tinker 
goes back to the Hill Street Blues days at 
MTM, and Eisendrath and Pratt return to 
prime time after a year's absence. They 
all worked for Tinker on the CBS drama 
TV 101, Brazil as executive producer, 
Eisendrath and Pratt as writers. -sit its 

ABC affiliate drops news, 
replaces it with 'Arsenio' 
Toledo station scraps low -rated 11 p.m. newscast, 
replaces it with higher -rated syndicated show 

WNWO -TV Toledo, Ohio, the 
ABC affiliate there, has 
dropped its 11 p.m. newscast 

to protect what the station sees as a 
much more valuable franchise -The Ar- 
senio Hall Show. In addition, the sta- 
tion's news director was laid off and the 
position eliminated. Two other part-time 
producer slots have also been cut from 
the payroll. 

It's the second time in three months 
an ABC affiliate has cut back on local 
news. In March, wQOW -TV Eau Claire, 
Wis., scrapped its news operation alto- 
gether (BROADCASTING, April 2). 

WNWO -TV, a UHF station competing 

with two VHF affiliates allied with CBS 
and NBC, as well as a Fox UHF station, 
has been an also -ran in the late news 

' competition for many years, according 
to Brett Cornwell, vice president and 
general manager of the station. 

"This station has programed a late 
newscast since the mid- 1970's and never 
with any meaningful success," Corn- 
well said. In the May sweeps, wNwo -Tv 
late news averaged a I rating and 4 
share. Arsenio, airing at midnight, aver- 
aged a 3/22 in the May book. 

The station is also a distant third in 
evening news competition, but will con- 
tinue to program a half -hour newscast. 
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