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SOURCE 
WHOI(TV) reporter, who 
failed to provide court 
information he acquired 
while investigating 
triple- murder case, says 
he is prepared to go to jail 
to protect his sources 

By Rich Brown 

An Illinois TV reporter covering 
a celebrated local murder case 
who has refused to reveal his 

confidential sources to police said he 
is prepared to go to jail to protect their 
identities. 

Bob Arya, a reporter for WHOI(TV) 
Peoria, Ill., will face a Jan. 22 hearing 
at appellate court in Springfield, Ill., 
to dispute earlier contempt charges 
made against him. Arya has so far 
resisted court attempts to obtain confi- 
dential interviews he had conducted 
while investigating a 1988 triple -mur- 
der case. 

"I believe ethically, morally and 
constitutionally what I'm doing is 
right," says Arya. "It's a triple -mur- 
der case involving some very seedy 
people, and if my sources are re- 
vealed, there's a very serious threat 
against their lives. I can't afford to 
back down; there's too much at stake, 
professionally and personally." 

The dispute dates at least as far back 
as last August, when the court subpoe- 
naed Arya to turn over all information 
that he had in connection with the 
case. At a hearing two months later, 
Arya said the information sought was 
not subject to disclosure as outlined by 
the Illinois Reporters Privilege Stat- 
ute. His reasoning was that the police 
had not exhausted all other available 
sources for the information and had 
not proved that the information sought 
was essential. 

The police involved in the investi- 
gation have testified that they ques- 
tioned all known associates of the sus- 
pects and spent hundreds of hours 
trying to investigate the case. Police 
also said that Arya's interest in main- 
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Home is where the 
star is 
With a late addition to 
NATPE -bound program- 
ing fare, TPE is float- 
ing Home Video of the 
Stars as a possible 
first -run series. According 
to Alan Bennett, exec- 
utive vice president of 
sales, TPE, the New 
York syndicator is still 

Backyard barbecues of 
the rich and famous may 
be Robin Leach's next big 
beat 

considering it as a 
weekly or a series of spe- 
cials, depending on the 
level of interest. Robin 
Leach, host of TPE's 
Lifestyles of the Rich and 
Famous and Runaway 
with the Rich and Fam- 

ous, hosted Home Vid- 
eo of the Stars special last 
season and will likely 
reprise the role next sea- 
son, says Bennett. 

Coming & goings 
A high -ranking execu- 
tive at Twentieth Televi- 
sion says that the stu- 
dio has completed a deal 
to bring over Para- 
mount Domestic Televi- 
sion's senior vice pres- 
ident of advertising and 
promotion, Meryl Co- 
hen, as senior vice presi- 
dent of marketing, a 
slot currently filled by 
Fred Bierman. Bier- 
man, the source said, will 
move into "another 
area," presumably pro- 
graming, where he has 
expressed an interest in 
"expanding his hori- 
zons." Since joining 
Twentieth as chairman 
of the syndication and net- 
work production divi- 
sions, Lucie Salhany, who 
was formerly president 
of Paramount Domestic 
Television, has hired 
Paramount's vice presi- 
dent and general sales 
manager, Greg Meidel, as 
president of Twen- 
tieth's syndication arm. 
As first reported in 
"Bi- Coastal" (Dec. 9), 
Twentieth has signed 

enne 

Buena Vista Television's 
vice president, eastern 
regional sales manager, 
Ken Solomon- previ- 
ously at Paramount -as 
general sales manager, 
reporting to Meidel. 

The Candy 
man can 
To ballyhoo the fall 
1992 off - network distribu- 
tion of Camp Candy, 
the NBC Saturday morn- 
ing animated series ac- 
quired from Saban Enter- 
tainment, Worldvision 
Enterprises is bringing the 
real John Candy to 
meet INTV convention- 
goers at a Camp Candy 

Candy comes to 
San Francisco 

party that Worldvision 
will be sponsoring at 
the Fairmont Hotel this 
Wednesday evening 
(Jan. 8), according to Bob 
Raleigh, senior vice 
president of sales, 
Worldvision. 

taining confidentiality wou d have to 
be weighed against the public interest 
involved and the criminals' right to a 
speedy trial. 

Despite Arya's protestations, the 
trial court divested him of the report- 
er's privilege and ordered him to dis- 
close the information. When Arya re- 
fused, he was found in contempt of 
court. The appellate court stayed the 
judge's order until it could reconsider 
the matter. 

Arya's attorney, Donald Craven, 
says that to his knowledge, the Illinois 
Reporters Privilege Statute has not yet 

been tested in the courts. He says me- 
dia organizations have avoided similar 
disputes in the past by providing suffi- 
cient information to the courts. Craven 
says that Arya could be facing a long 
jail sentence if the appellate court up- 
holds the contempt ruling. 

"I hope the three -member panel 
will recognize that if they rule against 
us, they have acted as dentists in re- 
moving the teeth from a law which is 
supposed to have some, says Arya. 
"If we lose on the appellate level, 
we're going to take this as far as we 
have to go." 
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