
ABC CUTS TWO ON -AIR REPORTERS 

A BC News has dismissed two general assignment reporters in its Wash- 
ington bureau, the latest in a number of shifts and cost- cutting moves 

that have resulted in a decreased presence of the network news divisions in 
the nation's capital. 

Citing budget cutbacks, ABC has chosen not to renew contracts with 
two on -air correspondents, Jeanne Meserve and Steve Shepard. Another 
ABC News correspondent, Kyle Gibson, has been moved to a producer 
job at the network. Combined with the earlier departures of ABC News 
correspondents Roger Caras and Rick Inderfurth, there are now 16 ABC 
News network correspondents on staff. There are also 10 technicians that 
have been let go or will be let go from the Washington bureau, according 
to a source at the division. 

In other network shifts, CBS News two months ago canceled its 
Washington -based Nightwatch program, a move that reduced the net- 
work's operation there by about 50 people. CBS now has approximately 
150 people in the Washington bureau, which is fewer than half the staffers 
at either ABC News or NBC News offices. 

NBC News, which is said to have also trimmed its Washington staff as 
part of its across -the -board staff reductions, recently moved its Sunday 
Today broadcast from Washington to New York. 

issued a subpoena to ABC News's 
transcription service to obtain the un- 
edited text of an interview that had 
been conducted by Primetime Live. 
Prosecutors had hoped the transcript 
would provide more information on a 
fertility doctor suspected of wrongdo- 
ings, but the subpoena was dropped 
following a meeting with ABC attor- 
neys. 

On the local level, KUTV(TV) Salt 
Lake City in recent weeks has been 
wrestling with county authorities over 
a subpoena for tapes and a gag order 
that had been placed against the sta- 
tion in connection with a local crime 
story. Station news director Diane Orr 
said she eventually did surrender the 
tapes on the advice of the KUTV(TV) 
lawyer. The gag order against talking 
about the crime was eventually re- 
scinded because the station had not 
been given a chance to discuss the gag 
order, she said. 

"I'm glad that we succeeded in this 
instance. but I'm concerned about the 
big picture." On said of the gag or- 
der. 

Two months ago, government pros- 
ecutors subpoenaed Daisy Sanchez, a 
reporter with WLII -TV Caguas. P.R., 
for videotaped interviews with two fu- 
gitives suspected in a Connecticut 
bank heist. Sanchez balked at the re- 
quest and eventually won her case in 
Federal District Court in Hartford, 
Conn. 

But not every case has run that 
smoothly. Still awaiting word is Bob 
Arya, a reporter with WHOI(TV) Peo- 

ria, Ill., who was found to be in con- 
tempt of court for his refusal to reveal 
confidential sources in a local murder 
case (BROADCASTING, Jan. 6). Arya, 
who has steadfastly refused to reveal 
the sources, said he expects an appel- 
late court decision by early March. 

TRILOGY LINKS 
WITH RHI 
Two -year deal includes 

pilots for CBS 

R 
HI Entertainment is teaming up 
with Trilogy Entertainment - 
the production company behind 

last year's theatricals "Robin Hood: 
Prince of Thieves" and "Backdraft" 
on an exclusive two -year writing and 
producing deal for at least four pilots 
in development with CBS. 

A miniseries and two half -hour 
comedy pilots are also said to be in 
development, but both parties declined 
to provide details on the programs' 
content or identify the networks. 

Concurrently, Columbia Pictures 
Television announced it has reached 
agreement with RHI and Trilogy to 
handle the potential off -network distri- 
bution of any future series projects 
possibly cleared with the broadcast 
networks. Richard Lewis, who along 
with Pen Densham and John Watson is 
a principal partner in Trilogy, said the 

Broadcasting Feb 10 1992 

See what your viewers' opinions are 

really worth with InfoTouch, 

InfoTouch offers all -important 

interaction with your viewers 

and helps you bring them special- 

ized services, all at a profit to you. 

With our 900 pay -per -call 

programs, you can learn instantly 

what your audience thinks about 

issues, programming or promotions. 

All this, with a profit on every paid 

call and no added investment in 

equipment or personnel. 

For a brochure or a free estimate 

of your profit potential, call today. 
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InfoTouch 
3000 Zelda Road Suite F 

Montgomery, Alabama 36106 

(205) 244-9868 1 -800- 239 -INFO 
(205) 586-0891 fax 

OPPORTUNITY AND PROFIT DON'T KNOCK. THEY RING. 
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