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Tartikoff to head New World Entertainment 
Perelman s company buys Moving Target for $9 million 

By Steve McClellan 

New World's Ronald Perelman 
reached out last week to the one 
man he said could help the com-

pany achieve its goal of becoming the 
premiere independent TV program 
producer in the U.S.— 
Brandon Tartikoff. 

Tartikoff was named 
chairman of New World 
Entertainment, where he 
will oversee development 
and production of a grow-
ing collect ion of New 
World-owned program 
companies, including his 
own Moving Target Pro-
duct ions, which New 
World agreed to buy for $9 
million cash. 

New World also will 
front Tartikoff an interest-
free loan to acquire up to 
one million shares of NWE. 

In addit ion to New 
World Entertainment Co.'s own net-
work and syndicated programs, Tar-
tikoff will oversee the development 
and distribution of co-owned Genesis 
Entertainment, Four Star and Marvel 
Productions. According to William 
Bevins, chief executive officer of New 
World Communications Group, to 
whom Tartikoff will report, the com-
pany has a roughly $100 million com-
mitment to network and syndicated 
animation projects this year alone. 

In the past four months the compa-
ny has added $700 million (including 
the $500 million cash infusion from 
Fox) in working capital to pursue var-
ious projects. 

Perelman, in what he said was his 
first press conference, said he contact-
ed Tartikoff about joining the compa-
ny the day the alliance with Fox was 
announced (May 23). "It was clear to 
us that in order to achieve the vision 
we had for New World we needed a 
world-class executive at the helm of 
New World Enter ta inment . Bill 
[Bevins] and I discussed this briefly 
and decided that the only man for us 
was Brandon." 

Indeed, Perelman got so carried 

away singing Tartikoff's praises last 
week that he even gave him the title of 
chief executive officer of NWE, for-
getting that NWE President James 
McNamara already held that title. 
(Bevins later corrected the error; the 

title remains with McNamara, who 
will continue to report to him.) 

Tartikoff says that program com-
mitments New World has from the 
Fox-owned TV stations and the Fox 
network as a result of the affiliate 
alliance, coupled with the company's 
lean structure, offer an irresistible 
opportunity to build "the studio of the 
future" in television production. 

The Fox program commitments are 
spread over 10 years, as are the affili-
ation agreements. The Fox station 
group has given NWE commitments 
for both a late-night show and an ac-
cess program. In addition, the compa-
nies have agreed to jointly develop a 
two-hour daytime block. 

The structure of the commitments 
varies, but Bevins cited late night as 
one example. There, NWE has an 
immediate shot to launch two pilots in 
the daypart. If neither is picked up for 
series, the Fox group will be obligated 
to give the producer one more shot at 
the daypart within five years. 

At the Fox network, NWE has a 
minimum annual commitment for two 
pilots and two made-for-television 
movies. "I was struck by the enor-

mous plans and potential for this com-
pany based on the landmark deal they 
struck with Murdoch," Tartikoff said 
in explaining his decision to join the 
company. "They netted a whole vari-
ety of series commitments with real 

teeth that are exactly the 
kind of propositions you 
can build a s tudio with 
because the properties, if 
done correctly, can be prof-
itable from day one." 

Tartikoff will shutt le 
back and forth between his 
home base of New Orleans 
and Los Angeles , New 
York and Atlanta, where 
Bevins is based. Existing 
Moving Target commit-
ments, such as the late-
night talk show Last Call, 
being distributed by MCA-
TV, are still intact. 

Tartikoff says the first 
order of business is to get 

the company's syndication projects 
lined up for fall 1995. "We're a little 
behind the eight ball getting ready for 
NATPE in January. The properties 
coming out of the New World-Fox 
deal have to be put in production in 
June in order to have pilots and mate-
rials to start showing in the fall prior 
to NATPE." 

As to staffing, Tartikoff said, "I'm 
going into it with a completely open 
mind. I'll go out [to Los Angeles] and 
feel my way around and then meet 
with Bill and Ron to say what I think 
we need to get the job done." He said 
he didn't expect to need "huge over-
head" to accomplish the production 
goals. 

For his part, Perelman says he'll 
continue to take an active role in 
NWE, but perhaps not the hands-on 
role one would expect of a Rupert 
Murdoch or a Barry Diller. "All of our 
companies operate very independent-
ly and very autonomously, and this 
will be no exception," Perelman said. 
"Television is a business I enjoy, but I 
enjoy all of our businesses. I enjoy the 
cigar business as much as I enjoy the 
television business." • 

All smiles: Flanked by Ronald Perelman and William Bevins, Bran-
don Tartikoff meets the press after his appointment to head NWE. 




