
Hundt wants to reexamine HDTV transition timetable 
FCC Chairman Reed Hundt suggested last Friday that 
the FCC may revisit its proposed transition period for 
HDTV broadcasting. "Is it really necessary to have a 15- 
year transition ?" Hundt asked during a speech at the 
Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas. "After all, the 
quicker broadcasters move from one place in the spec- 
trum to another, the faster we could recover the valu- 
able public property of the airwaves. Then we could 
auction [spectrum] for other uses." 

The FCC has proposed granting broadcasters a sec- 
ond channel for HDTV broadcasting. But after 15 years, 
the broadcasters would have to give up their original 

analog channels. 
Hundt also suggested that broadcasters pay for their 

digital channels through fees, auctions or by devoting 
"time to children's programing, national and local news 
and free time for political debate to occur in the elec- 
tronic forum." 

"Reserving a few hours of free time for a fair presen- 
tation of competing views in every election session is 
not a new idea," he said. "Now as TV enters the digital 
age it is time for the public to decide what it expects from 
broadcasters' use of the public property of the air 
waves." -CSS 

San Antonio, Tex., has entered 
the affiliation fray: Fox switched 
its affiliation from KRRT -TV (ch. 35) to 
River City Broadcasting's KABB -TV 

(Ch. 29). KABB -TV, until now an inde- 
pendent, will begin carrying Fox pro- 
graming Jan. 16 and will launch a 9 
p.m. newscast on March 20. This will 
be River City's third Fox affiliate. 

Capital /Cities O &O KGO-TV San 
Francisco has gotten Columbia 
TriStar Television Distribution's hit 

Ricki Lake for 1995 -96 and likely 
will use the show as a 3 p.m. lead -in 
to Oprah next season. Ricki previ- 
ously was on KRON -TV, and KGO -TV 

reportedly at least doubled the week- 
ly sum KRON -TV was paying for the 
show. KGTV San Diego also has 
acquired Ricki as a lead -in to King 
World's Oprah in 1995 -96. 

The FCC hit Viacom with a 
$450,000 refund order last week 
for overcharging more than 200,000 

FCC Chairman Reed Hundt has responded to at least two of the New 
Year's resolutions proposed for him in a Jan. 2 BROADCASTING & CABLE edi- 
torial. "Beef up the chairman's staff," the editorial intoned. Hundt put that 
advice into play by bringing eight staff members (four pictured) into his 
office for lunch last Tuesday, "beefing them up" with fare ranging from bar- 
becued ribs to Big Macs. The editors take this picture as evidence that the 
chairman is heeding still another of BROADCASTING & CABLE'S injunctions: 
"Don't take yourself too seriously." L -r: Judith Harris, head of the office of 
congressional affairs; Bill Kennard, general counsel; Hundt; Blair Levin, 
chief of staff, and Michael Katz, chief economist. -DW 

cable subscribers in California. The 
order was second only to the 
$900,000 ordered against Time 
Warner. 

Cannell Distribution Co. will 
launch two first -run talk and reality 
shows in syndication this fall. U.S. 
Customs: Classified, a new weekly, 
one -hour law enforcement series, 
which will be hosted by producer 
Stephen J. Cannell, will use a combi- 
nation of actual footage and re -cre- 
ations to depict Customs cases. The 
series will be produced in coopera- 
tion with the agency, and producers 
will have access to official records 
and surveillance tapes. The show will 
be produced by Tradewinds Enter- 
tainment and Grab Productions. Ex- 
ecutive producer is Gary Bernstein. 
The barter show will be sold with a 7 
minute national /7 minute local split. 
Cannell also is launching The Arm - 
stong Williams Show, a daily half - 
hour talk show featuring the African - 
American conservative political and 
social commentator, who hosts a 
Washington -based radio talk show 
and is a columnist for USA Today 
and the Wall Street Journal. The 
show's executive producer is Linda 
Ellman. The barter show will be sold 
with a 4 minute local /3 minute nation- 
al split. The company also will renew 
its Renegade action hour for a fourth 
season but has not decided whether 
to renew action -hour Hawkeye for a 
second season. 

New World Entertainment syndica- 
tion wing Genesis Entertainment 
this fall will launch in national syndi- 
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