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cessful years ago, and they still look 
like a good way to reach the Fox demo- 
graphic." 

KRIV probably will run CTTD's Dat- 
ing/Newlywed Hour between 9 a.m. 
and noon to fill the scheduling hole left 
by the cancellation of Twentieth Tele- 
vision's freshman talker Gabrielle. 

The dismal performance of this sea- 
son's new talk shows created openings 
for other genres and convinced a few 
syndicators to abandon plans to launch 
talk strips this year. 

Syndicators have contributed to the 
changing climate by targeting a wider 
spectrum of the daytime audience, par- 
ticularly with such reality -based strips 
as MCA Television's Justice, Worldvi- 
sion Enterprises' Hot Bench with 
Judge Judy Sheindlin and Paramount 
Domestic Television's Real TV. 

As the networks become more 
active in syndication, Big Three 
O &Os are buying less programing 
from outside suppliers. Still, the day- 
time picture is taking on a rosy hue for 
many O &Os and affiliates, which led 
the stampede for Warner Bros.' 
upcoming talk /variety strip with 
comedian Rosie O'Donnell. 

Errata 
In Jan. 29 story on structure of 
CBS /Maxam /Group W, head of 
Westinghouse International 
should have been identified as 
Ray Donahue. 

In Jan. 29 issue, "NATPE '96: A 
three -day rush," The Cape 
should have been identified as 
being from MTM Television, and 
Paramount's Viper was inadver- 
tently omitted. Viper has been 
cleared in 72% of country for fall 
1996. 

Most industry veterans agree that 
talk is likely to remain the dominant 
force in daytime and early fringe for 
many years to come. And some pre- 
dict the new push to counterprogram 
talk will only benefit the genre in the 
long run. 

"Although there has been a clear 
resurgence of game shows and a cer- 
tain retrenchment in talk, talk shows 
are not going away," says Marc 
Schacher, vice president of programing 

for Tribune Broadcasting Stations. 
"We're always looking for the best 
programing, whether it's a talk show or 
any other genre." 

Tribune's flagship station, wGN(Tv) 
Chicago, was an early pioneer of day- 
time talk blocks. In the fall, WGN will add 
Multimedia Entertainment's new talker 
Pat Bullard to a lineup that includes 
Jenny .!ones, Geraldo, Maury Povich 
and Lit e with Regis and Kathie Lee,. 

By contrast, the daytime offerings 
on Tribune's wPix(TV) New York will 
soon range from talkers Rolonda and 
Pat Bullard to the magazine American 
Journal to an hour block consisting of 
Tribune Entertainment -produced dat- 
ing garne shows Swaps and B ̂ z!, both 
aimed at Ricki Lake's young adult 
audience. 

"We're probably in for fewer talk 
shows in the New York market [this 
fall]," says Michael Eigner, general 
manager of wPlx. "With the access 
market [among Big Three O &Os] 
tightening up, we're getting more 
opportinities to experiment with mag- 
azines." 

King World Productions' Inside 
Edition will move from an access berth 

S Y N D I C A T I O N M A R K E T P L A C E 

`Cops' tops 
After tour years in syndication, 
Twentieth Television's Cops is still 
tops on the reality beat. Cops booked 
a 4.9 average national Nielsen house- 
hold rating for the week of Jan. 15, 
marking a 17% increase over the off - 
Fox strip's season -to -date household 
average of 4.2. 

Guest host 
Talk show host Jerry Springer is get- 
ting ready to make a housecall. 
Springer is calling on his loyal fans 
to send in videotapes this month 
explaining why an upcoming episode 
of the show should be taped from 
their home or workplace. Springer 
will select a winner in early March, 
with the taping to take place in April 
or May. Snippets from some of the 
entries will air on his show through- 
out the month. 

`Crook & Chase' on a roll 
Multimedia Entertainment's new 
talk /variety strip Crook & Chase 
began its slow national rollout last 
week, bowing on 32 stations includ- 

ing Nashville's ABC affiliate, WKRN 
(TV), where it replaced an off -net 
sitcom block in the 3 p.m. slot. Mul- 
timedia officials say broadcaster 
interest in the midseason replace- 
ment offering, hosted by longtime 
TV partners Lorianne Crook and 
Charlie Chase, has been greater than 
expected. 

NSS POCKETPIECE 
(Nielsen's top ranked syndicated shows for 

the week ending Jan. 21. Numbers represent 
average audience. stations.', coverage.) 

1. Wheel of Fortune 14.6 227 99 
2. Jeopardy! 11.7'220 99 
3. Home Improvement 10.4 21997 
4. Wheel of Fortune -wknd 8.0.17881 
5. Oprah Winfrey Show 7.8235'99 
5. Seinfeld 7.8'216.98 
7. Entertainment Tonight 7.6 17495 
8. Star Trek: Deep Space Nine 6.8 23599 
9. Inside Edition 6.516693 

10. Simpsons 6.3/18496 
11. Hercules. Journeys of 6.0227.98 
11. Home Improvement -wknd 6.0.'20088 
13. Roseanne 5.91175/92 

L14. Xena: Warrior Princess 5.8/196/95 
15. Hard Copy 5.7/175/92 

Dynamic duo 
Universal Television has signed a 

long -term development deal with 
producers Sam Raimi and Rob 
Tapen, creators of MCA Televi- 
sion's first -run hits Hercules: The 
Legenaary Journeys and Xena: War- 
rior Princess. The duo's Renaissance 
Pictures, which also produces 
MCA's. American Gothic for CBS, is 
working on the pilot of a drama, 
Lorne & Max, for ABC. 

Two more years 
Walt Disney Television & Telecom- 
munications and PBS have renewed 
the award- winning children's series 
Disney Presents Bill Nye the Science 
Guy for two more seasons. The 
show, which airs on PBS and in syn- 
dication, debuted on Seattle's public 
television station Kc-rs -TV in 1991. 
Washington -based aircraft giant Boe- 
ing has signed on as the series' new 
PBS sponsor for 1996. Disney, with 
partners LIN Television and the 
National Science Foundation, will 
produce an additional 20 episodes of 
the FCC -friendly series. -CL 

Broadcasting & Cable February 51996 35 


