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English takes over `Ink' 
Launch oaf high- profile CBS sitcom will be delayed until late October 
By Lynette Rice 

HOLLYWOOD 

CBS's plan to roll out a galaxy of 
stars for fall has been interrupted 
by several fairly big bangs this 

summer, culminating last week with 
the replacement of Ink's executive 
director with Diane English. 

Plans for a Sept. 16 debut of the Ted 
Danson /Mary Steenburgen comedy 
were quickly scrapped in favor of an 
Oct. 21 target, as CBS and DreamWorks 
signed the Murphy Brown creator to 
replace Jeffrey Lane in charge of the 
show. Sources think the deal also could 
make way for future commitments by 
CBS to English's production company, 
Shukovsky English Entertainment. 

"We thought the show was OK. Ted 
and Mary were magical. But we 
[thought] we were blowing a terrific 
opportunity by not giving them all the 
tools to make the show a hit," says Leslie 
Moonves, CBS president of entertain- 
ment. "If this had been a less important 
show, less high -profile people whom we 
didn't believe in as much, maybe we 
would not have been as aggressive. But 
we think it has great potential." 

It was deja vu for CBS, which already 
saw stars collide earlier this summer on 
the set of Bill Cosby's new show, which 

is set to be a lead -in to 
Ink on Monday. 

Before the Cosby 
pilot was even shot, 
Carsey -Werner Produc- 
tions dropped coexecu- 
tive producer /head 
writer Richard Day for 
Dennis Klein (Grace 
Under Fire). Telma 
Hopkins (Family Mat- 
ters) also was replaced 
by Phylicia Rashad, who 
played Cosby's wife on 
The Cosby Show. 

Soon after the pilot 
was shot, Carsey -Werner 
went back to the drawing 
board and replaced 
Cosby's daughter with T'Keyah Crys- 
tal Keymah (In Living Color) and 
added actor Doug E. Doug as a neigh- 
bor. 

At least seven episodes already have 
been completed for Cosby, which will 
debut Sept. 16 in its regular 8 p.m. slot. 

The same can't be said for Ink, 
which will shelve the pilot, and three 
episodes that had been shot, to make 
way for English's reign. The creator of 
Love and War and Double Rush, who 
sources think will add a couple of her 
writers to Ink's staff of five, is expect- 

Danson and Steenburgen are 
coexecutive producers of 
'Ink,' a comedy about a 
magazine newsroom. 

First week fine for The WB, UPN 
HOLLYWOOD -Debut week became a reason -to -crow week for the 
fledgling networks. 

The WB was the first to claim victory with its Aug. 25 premiere of The 
Steve Harvey Show, which earned a 4.4 Nielsen household rating /7 share 
in overnight ratings. In New York, the show scored a 7.7/13, beating 
ABC's Lois & Clark and Fox's Married... With Children. 

UPN stepped up to the plate the next night with its premieres of In the 
House, Malcolm and Eddie, Goode Behavior and Sparks. The evening 
earned a 6.1 household rating /10 share in overnights, while The WB 
trailed with a 4.3/7 that night with sneak peaks of 7th Heaven (4.1/7) and 
Savannah (4.5/7). 

UPN continued with a respectable showing on Tuesday with the return- 
ing Moesha and new comedy Homeboys in Outer Space, earning a 6.0/10 
and a 5.0/8, respectively. 

The WB quickly came back with announcements that it enjoyed "one of 
its most successful nights in history" Wednesday with the debut of Nick 
Freno: Licensed Teacher (5.2/9) and The Jamie Foxx Show (6.3/10). The 
night, as a whole, earned a 5.4/9, with help from reruns of Sister, Sister 
and The Wayans Bros. 

Both networks will roll out additional shows this week. -LR 

ed to finish six 
episodes for debut in 
October. 

"She knows what 
she's doing. She's a 

pro," says Moonves of 
English, who has a 

longtime exclusive deal 
with CBS that dates 
back to Jeff Sagansky's 
days as president. 
"There's already a lot 
there. She can do it." 

English reportedly 
has plans to de- empha- 
size the relationship 
between Danson and 
Steenburgen and 
emphasize the news- 
room ensemble -con - 
sidered a shrewd move 
by some show sources 
who say the couple's 
on -air chemistry falls 
short of their real -life 

rapport. English also is expected to 
replace the Ink set with a more corpo- 
rate- looking newsroom and to add 
more shots down hallways, as is done 
on The Larry Sanders Show and ER. 

In the meantime, additional layoffs 
were expected. Already putting in their 
final hours last week were the show's 
casting agent and production and writ- 
ers' assistants. 

Lackluster results in Ink's develop- 
ment, including tepid reviews for the 
show's pilot, had DreamWorks 
searching for weeks for Lane's 
replacement, a source says. Others 
approached were Christopher Lloyd 
(Frasier); Peter Casey, David Angell, 
and David Lee (Wings), and Jeff 
Strauss and Jeff Greenstein (Part- 
ners) -all of whom Danson and 
Steenburgen reportedly talked to ini- 
tially about creating a sitcom. 

Moonves says English was also in the 
initial hunt to produce the show. "We 
were actually supporting Diane in her 
bid to get [ Danson and Steenburgen]," 
he says. "At that time, it was looking 
like it would go to DreamWorks and she 
wouldn't have a great shot." 

Lane, who will stay with Ink through 
the transition, CBS says, is not expect- 
ed to stray far. He has a $2 million 
plus development agreement with 
DreamWorks. In the meantime, the net- 
work will preview the new Pearl, star- 
ring Rhea Perlman, in Ink's 8:30 -9 p.m. 
time slot on Monday. That show will 
return to its regularly scheduled spot at 
8:30 p.m. Wednesday after Oct. 21. 
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