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MCA buys Multimedia shows 7 
Price said to be in $40 million -$4.5 million range 

By Steve McClellan 

Atier years of struggling to devel- 
op new first -run talk strips, 
MCA reversed strategy last 

week and bought its way into the busi- 
ness- acquiring Sally Jessy Raphael, 
the longest- running syndicated talk 
show on the air, and two other Multi- 
media talk shows, Jerry Springer and 
Pat Bullard. The deal had been 
rumored for the past two months. 

In addition, MCA acquired the 
library rights to Donahue, which left 
the air in May after a 29 -year run, as 
well as Multimedia's syndication 
rights to Crook & Chase, originally 
developed for The Nashville Network. 
The price wasn't disclosed, but sources 
said it was $40 million $45 million. 
MCA syndication executive Jim 
McNamara says the company is 
exploring several ideas for repackaging 
the Donahue episodes and hopes to get 
host Phil Donahue involved in what- 
ever back -end distribution plan it 
comes up with. 

MCA bought the Multimedia talk 
shows and related assets, but not the 
Multimedia name. The production 
staffs will remain intact, sources say, 
but most of the Multimedia Entertain- 
ment corporate and sales staffs won't 
be joining MCA and "will be dealt with 
by Gannett," McNamara says. 

However, Burt Dubrow, vice presi- 
dent, programing, at Multimedia Enter- 
tainment, will make the transition to 
MCA, most likely as an executive con- 
sultant to the company, sources say. A 
similar arrangement was reportedly 
under consideration for Multimedia 
Entertainment President Dick Coveny, 
although an agreement had not been 
worked out at deadline. 

As to the repackaging of Donahue, 
McNamara says: "We feel the series 
offers an interesting window to look 

The Sally Jessy Raphael' 
show was one of 
Multimedia's most attractive 
assets 

Multimedia's library 
includes 'Donahue,' 
which MCA plans to 
repackage. 

back at the last three decades. Phil has 
interviewed Bobby Kennedy, Joey 
Buttafuoco and everybody in between." 

It's possible the back -end distribu- 
tion of Donahue could be done later 
this year, but McNamara says the pri- 
mary focus will be to get upgrades for 

Sully Jessy and Jerry 
Springer; both shows 
have extended their 
contracts through 2001. 
(McNamara is mum on 
the contractual details, 
but it is believed that the 
two hosts have options 
to extend the agree- 
ments beyond that.) 
MCA will try to develop 
a new strip for fall 1998, 
he says. 

Meanwhile, McNa- 
mara says, the company 
continues to have "high 
hopes" that struggling 

newcomer Pat Bullard will find an audi- 
ence and be renewed for a second year. 
But that decision is not expected until 
after the February sweeps. 

"We're in an era of happy TV," says 
McNamara. "And [Bullard] is certainly 
happy TV. He's got Burt Dubrow look- 

`City' dropped for `GH' spin -off 
ABC will drop the low -rated daytime drama The City March 28 to make 
way for a new half -hour spin -off of the one -hour General Hospital. 

Original episodes of The City -the lowest -rated soap in daytime -will 
air through March 28 before GH2 debuts June 2. 

"Unlike most spin -offs, which center on only a few central characters, 
GH2 will have the unique opportunity to rotate key General Hospital cast 
members in high- concept story lines that intersect while maintaining two 
self- contained programs," said Pat Fili- Krushel, president, ABC daytime. 

The City -the most recent soap opera introduced to daytime -debuted 
in 1995 as a new version of Loving, but it hasn't done much for ABC rat- 
ings. From Sept. 16 through Nov. 17, The City averaged a 2.0 Nielsen rat - 
ing/8 share -a far cry from the number one daytime soap, CBS's Young 
and the Restless (7.2/28). 

GH2 -which will focus on a Port Charles university medical school - 
home of the next generation of doctors and nurses -will debut less than 
two months after NBC unveils new daytime drama Sunset Beach. 

General Hospital's executive producer, Wendy Riche, will also oversee 
the spin -off, while Richard Culliton will serve as head writer for both 
shows. GH2 will be taped in Los Angeles. -LR 
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