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'Cheers' was just one of Tartikoff's hits. 

the then -eight- year -old. 
Tartikoff's interests extended beyond 

network programming. Besides forming 
his own production company, H. Beale 
Co., which develops TV and feature pro- 
jects, Tartikoff signed on with America 
Online this year to create cyber -serials. 

Just who will take over supervision of 
H. Beale Co. in Los Angeles remained 
up in the air last week. Eight full -time 
employees were on Tartikoff s payroll at 
the small company- working on the 
AOL venture, in the publishing arm, or 
in the television division, where a Spike 
Lee project remains in development. 

Tartikoff also had a hand in the syndi- 
cation business, creating the quiz show 
Know It Alls, which Litton Syndications 
has since franchised to stations in Texas, 
Georgia and Ohio. 

"One of Brandon's great quotes was, 
'Why follow a trend when you can start 
one' ?' From that, we took the concept [of 
Know It Alls] across the country and 
have done very well with it," said David 
Morgan, Litton president. 

Born on Long Island, Tartikoff stud- 
ied English at Yale while writing 
scripts on the side. Within a few 
months of graduating, he was hired by 
a New Haven, Conn., station as a pro- 
motion director, but ultimately sat on 
the newsroom assignment desk and 

helped out 
the sales 
department. 
In the mean- 
time, he 
compiled an 
audition reel 
of station 
productions 
he directed 
and edited. 

Tartikoff 
is survived 
by his wife. 

Tartikoff celebrated Lilly, and one of his early sweeps 
wins with this 1985 their twti 
sweatshirt. daughters. 
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Fox on the ball 
Sources tell BROADCASTING & 
CABLE that 
Fox cable 
network 
FX is close 
to getting a package of Monday 
night NBA basketball games. Fox 
insiders say the cable network, 
which just added Major League 
Baseball to its lineup this past sea- 
son, will likely get a national NBA 
game starting in the spring of 
1999. Both NBA and Fox Sports 
officials were mum on the issue. 
Rupert Murdoch is said to be try- 
ing to build the 33 million -sub- 
scriber cable network into some- 
thing akin to Turner's TNT and 
TBS, which have important sports 
presences in the form of big - 
league sports. 

Wait 'til next year 
Major League Baseball's plans to 
audiocast two or three games daily 
on its Website (MLB @Bat) have 
been put on hold until next season. 
The original game plan was to 
start featuring audiocasts of games 
from different regions shortly after 
the All -Star break. But just as the 
MLB was slow to grant teams the 
rights to put game audio on the 
Internet,it has been slow about lin- 
ing up a technology provider to 
put games on its site. 

Meanwhile, many teams are 
putting audiocasts up on their own 
sites, or through AudioNet, which 
may eventually carry a compre- 
hensive lineup of games. The start 
of audiocasts on the MLB site will 
be part of a major revamp with 
more multimedia, according to an 
MLB source. 

Comark plans 
DTV multiplexer 
Looking to make life easier for 
broadcasters in their transition to 
digital, transmitter supplier 
Comark is developing an ATSC- 
compliant encoding product with a 

COGKETJ 
leading MPEG -2 company. The 
product, an MPEG -2 ad /drop mul- 
tiplexer, will allow broadcasters to 
take multiple SDTV signals and /or 
data services, combine them in a 
multiplex and feed them to a DTV 
transmitter. "We're focusing on 
the use of transport-level multi- 
plexers and demultiplexers to fill 
the notion of the `DTV encoder 
gap,' " says Mark Aitken, Comark 
director of marketing. "We want to 
provide ATSC compliance to the 
MPEG bitstream." Aitken says the 
ad /drop multiplexer, which will 
probably be sold under the new 
Comark Digital Services brand 
name, will allow broadcasters to 
take a modular approach to encod- 
ing their DTV signals instead of 
buying a "huge black box." 

HOLLYWOOD 

Oprah at the movies 
Some station heads are none too 
thrilled with Oprah Winfrey's 
ongoing movie career. Winfrey, 
who is in the middle of a five -year 
contract with Disney to produce 
and star in a handful of films, is 
going to get a late start this year 
with her talk show. The reason: 
Filming for "Beloved" in Philadel- 
phia is running behind schedule. 
Oprah will begin the season Sept. 
8 with reruns and, if all goes as 
planned, will have new shows 
ready for the week of Sept. 15. 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. November 
FCC Commis- 
sioner James 
Quello has set 
Nov. 1 as the 
outside date 
for his depar- 
ture, regard- 
less of the 
Senate fate of 
his successor. 
He is eager to 

Quello begin his asso- 
ciation with Michigan State Uni- 
versity, where he will be the first 
occupant of the Quello Chair. 
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