
Three decades of good vibes 
David E. Salzman has been a producer, 
director, president, chairman and 
owner during his 32 years in the 

entertainment industry. At 52, he still wears 
most of those hats in one shape or another. 

But Salzman. who has produced every- 
thing from the Academy Awards to syndi- 
cated talk show The Jenny Jones Show, 
might have been awaiting induction into 
the Baseball Hall of Fame rather than a star 
on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 

Salzman grew up in the Flatbush section 
of Brooklyn, N.Y., a few blocks from the 
baseball sandlot known as the Parade 
Grounds. Salzman was a pitcher in his day, 
and played with the likes of Joe Torre, 
Rico Petrozelli and others who made it to 
the big leagues. Salzman himself was 
offered minor -league contracts by the St. 
Louis Cardinals and Washington Senators. 
He also was a top basketball player, team- 
ing with future NBA Hall of Famer Billy 
Cunningham during his senior year to lead 
Brooklyn's Erasmus Hall to a city champi- 
onship. 

"I realized at 15 that I couldn't hit the 
curve ball and that my pitches didn't have 
the same smoke others had," he says. "1 

also realized I wasn't growing like the 
other kids and that I couldn't slam dunk." 

So Salzman decided to give up competi- 
tive sports to write about them. He became 
sports editor of his high school paper and 
worked as a summer stringer for the New 
York Times while attending Brooklyn Col- 
lege. But his career in sports ended when he 

graduated in 1965. 
While attending Wayne State Universi- 

ty, where he earned a master's degree in 
communications, he created a "local 
Tonight Show," titled Scene '66. Salz- 
man's show won a local Detroit Emmy just 
weeks after hitting the air. 

After producing a number of other local 
shows in Michigan, Salzman landed the 
programming director position at wKBD 
(Tv) Detroit. He replaced Barry Thurston. 
the current president of Columbia TriStar 
Domestic Television, as the station's pro- 
gramming head. Salzman recently teamed 
with Thurston and Quincy Jones to launch 
the new late -night talk show Vibe. 

After a stint in programming for KDKA 

(iv) in Pittsburgh, Salzman went to Phila- 
delphia to help revamp CBS owned- and -op- 
erated station KYW -TV. In 1976, NBC CEO 
Herb Schlosser tried to hire him as president 
of NBC. Salzman turned him down. 

"I've made more 
mistakes than 
anybody I've ever 
met, but maybe it's 
because I've taken 
more shots at the 
basket." 
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Instead, Salzman returned to Pittsburgh 
as general manager of Westinghouse Elec- 
tric -owned KDKA. 

At 30, Salzman was named chairman of 
Group W Productions and was thrown into 
the syndication business. Group W was syn- 
dicating The Mike Douglas Show, Hour 
Magazine and PM Magazine. But Salzman 
realized the company had to move west or 
forget about being a major player in the tele- 
vision industry. 

"In 1978 we moved over 100 people 
from Pittsburgh to Los Angeles and took 
over three of the four studios at CBS Tele- 
vision City," he says. 

Two years later, Salzman left to start his 
own production company, United Soft- 
ware Associates. Later, Salzman was 
brought in as a partner in Telepictures Inc, 
which started in the syndication business 
with The People's Court and grew into a 

major player in the industry. In 1985, 
Telepictures merged with Lorimar, and in 
1989 it was acquired by Warner Bros. 

"When we sold the company in I989... 
Steve Ross [then CEO of Warner Bros.' 
parent company Time Warner] was nice 
enough to ask me what I wanted to do. I 

told him I wanted to build another Lorimar 
and he said OK." 

Under those premises, he started David 
Salzman Entertainment (DSE), creating 
and producing such shows as Jenny Jones 
and Dark Justice. Later Ross asked Salz- 
man and Quincy Jones, who was also 
under contract with Warner Bros., to com- 
bine their efforts and produce television 
shows for Warner Bros. 

Two years ago, Jones and Salzman pro- 
duced the 68th Academy Awards; in 1993 
they produced President Clinton's official 
inaugural event, People's Celebration. 
Jones and Salzman also co -own Vibe and 
Spin Magazines. In August, the two an- 
nounced they were going their own ways. 

"It has been like being in a marriage, 
where we had to ask permission whenever 
we were offered individual projects," Salz- 
man says. "But I don't think the final David 
and Quincy chapter has been written." 

Salzman says he is now weighing a num- 
ber of offers with various entertainment 
companies. "I can still play full -court bas- 
ketball, so I consider myself to be a very 
lucky guy," he says. "I think I've made 
more mistakes than anybody I've ever met, 
but maybe it's because I took more shots at 

the basket than anyone else." 1S 
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