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Minneapolis station drops suit 
State agency lifts gag on unauthorized conwi uiit atioil.ti with KSTP -TV 

By Dan Trigoboff 

AMinneapolis TV sta- 
tion last week dropped 
a lawsuit against a 

state agency that had forbid- 
den its 1,850- member staff 
to talk to the station without 
permission. 

Minnesota Commissioner 
of Public Safety Donald 
Davis had issued the direc- 
tive earlier this month, say- 
ing that employees were 
"NOT to grant interviews, 
respond to inquiries or pro- 
vide agency data to represen- 
tatives of KSTP -TV, Channel 
5, unless authorized by me" 
or communications director 
Cathy Clark. Davis and 
Clark say some reporters at 
the station had been rude and overbear- 
ing with department staff; station news 
management denies the charge. 

The Hubbard Broadcasting station 
sued Davis, Clark and the department. 
contending that the policy, according 
to attorney Paul Hannah, "is in viola- 
tion of the First Amendment and ille- 
gally discriminates against KSTP -TV and 
its employees." 

The department quickly dropped the 
policy, and the station quickly dropped 
the lawsuit. But even if the legalities 
are over, the underlying discontent 
remains. "There is an ongoing pattern 
of what I regard as unprofessional and 
reprehensible conduct" from the sta- 
tion, says Davis, referring specifically 
to members of the station's investiga- 
tive unit. That conduct includes what 
Davis calls "bait- and -switch" tactics, 
in which, he says, reporters set up 
interviews with department officials on 
one subject and confront them with 
questions on other issues. 

Frequently, he says, his staff is hit 
with time -consuming demands for data 
and documents, and some KSTP -TV re- 
porters get "in your face, demanding, 
threatening.... I find it ironic that this 
comes up during sweeps. Well, I'm not 
going to help them raise their ratings." 
Neither Davis nor Clark would identify 
the offending reporters. 

The policy was not intended to be 
punitive and caused no harm to the sta- 

"I lost them, and then 
I lost them with a OWL" 

KSTP -TV has done numerous investigative reports on public safety 
in the Twin Cities area. including this one on school bus drivers. 

tion during the few days in which it was 
in effect, Davis and Clark insist. This 
was just good information management 
policy," Clark says. Davis says that his 
relations with most journalists- includ- 
ing several at KSTP -TV -were good. 
And, he says, there had been productive 
talks with station management before 
the rescission of the policy. 

"Our negotiation consisted of one 
thing and one thing only," says the sta- 
tion's new news director, Scott Libin. 
"They had to rescind their policy, and 
we'd drop the suit. No conditions, no 
concessions, no compromises. At this 

point, we can resume talks. 
1 expect our reporters to be 
professional and courteous 
anyway." 

Gary Hill, who supervises 
the investigative reports for 
the station, disputes the 
department leadership's 
assessment of his staff. 
"They're making vague 
accusations," he says, "and 
issuing specific directives. 
Our reporters are very pro- 
fessional." he insists, but 
"they might have done sto- 
ries the department doesn't 
like," including one last year 
that concluded that driver 
training in Minnesota need- 
ed greater supervision. "We 
are not unfair, we are not 
inaccurate. We do ask for a 

lot of information," he says, adding, 
"we generally get good cooperation, but 
it's burdensome, and they sometimes 
feel it distracts them from what they feel 
are their main responsibilities. 

"If we needed to get information on 
some emergency," Hill says, "and had 
to wait for Don Davis to talk to us or 
say it's OK, that could have compro- 
mised public safety." 

Davis says that if it is unable to target 
one station, the department might insti- 
tute a similar protocol to manage all 
media requests, with exceptions for such 
emergencies as tornadoes or floods. 

Public N wins in high court 
Stations may exclude minor candidates from on -air debates 
By Dan Trigoboff 

The Supreme Court last week held 
that state -owned public TV sta- 
tions may exclude minor political 

candidates from on -air debates, if the 
decision is not based on the candidates' 
views. 

The case was closely watched by 
politicians and broadcasters, since it 
appeared to pit the rights of broadcast- 
ers to control the airwaves against the 
rights of fringe candidates to air their 
views. 

But in reversing a 1996 decision 
from the Eighth U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals, Justice Anthony Kennedy- 
for the 6 -3 majority -said that the 
Arkansas Educational Television Com- 
mission (AETC) decision to exclude 
fringe candidate Ralph Forbes was a 
"reasonable, viewpoint -neutral exer- 
cise of journalistic discretion consis- 
tent with the First Amendment." 

Forbes, who has run for several 
offices without success, had argued 
that since AETC's five stations are 
licensed to a state (Arkansas) -as are 
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