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WB's kids season looks up 
Kellner and company look to `Batman' and `Pokemon' to improve ratings for block 

By Steve McClellan 

Kids' WB is counting on two solid - 
midseason performers - Batman 
Beyond and Pokemon -to make 

it more competitive next season on 
both Saturday mornings and weekday 
afternoons. The network took a pound- 
ing in the ratings in both dayparts in 
fourth -quarter 1998. 

Kids' WB unveiled its 1999 -2000 
schedule at a presentation to advertis- 
ers in New York last week with word 
that both shows have been given 52- 
episode renewals. Pokemon, the Japan- 
ese import that first emerged as a hit in 
syndication this season before doing 
double duty on WB, moves exclusively 
to WB in the fall. It will air weekday 
afternoons at 3:30 p.m. and on Satur- 
day mornings at 10 a.m. The show has 
generated big numbers for WB since 
debuting Feb. 13. On Feb. 27, it scored 
a 5.1 rating and 19 share with kids 2 -11 
(according to Nielsen figures), a record 
rating for a Kids' WB program. 

Batman Beyond has also turned in solid 
numbers -it did a 4.3/15 among kids 2- 
11 on Feb. 27. It will air at 9 a.m. on Sat- 
urdays and at 4 p.m. on weekdays, in rota- 
tion with The New Batman/Superman 
Adventures. According to Jed Petrick, 
head of sales for the WB, both shows have 
helped give the entire Saturday morning 
schedule a ratings lift so far in the first 
quarter. With both Batman Beyond and 
Pokemon in place, the network scored its 
highest -ever Saturday morning average, a 
2.9 rating, two weekends ago. 

Ironically, Batman Beyond factored 
into the network's fourth -quarter woes. It 
was supposed to debut in the fall but was 
delayed until last month. That delay, cou- 
pled with the "meltdown," as WB chair- 
man Jamie Kellner put it, of B.R.A.T.S. of 
the Dark Nebula, spelled trouble for 
KWB's fourth -quarter ratings. The Satur- 
day morning slate was down 23 %, while 
the weekday afternoon schedule fell 29 %. 

But with the two midseason replace- 
ments on the schedule, WB has made 
up some of that ground. Season to date 
(through Feb. 27), the network's Satur- 
day lineup has averaged a 2.0/9, down 
10 %, while the weekday afternoon 

Kids WB 1999- 
2000 Schedule 

Monday- Friday 

8:00 a.m. ...Big Cartoonie Show* 

8:30 a.m. Histeria! 

3:00 p.m. ...Big Cartoonie Show* 

3:30 p.m. Pokemon 

4:00 p.m. Batman Beyond/ 
New Batman/ 

Superman Adventures 

Saturday Morning 

8:00 a.m. New Batman/ 
Superman Adventures 

8:30 a.m. Men in Black: 
The Series 

9:00 a.m. Batman Beyond 

9:30 a.m. On the Ropes* 
10:00 a.m. Pokemon 

10:30 a.m. Detention* 
11:00 a.m. .Big Cartoonie Show* 

" New show 

The Japanese import helped Kids' WB to 
its highest Saturday morning rating. 

block is doing a 0.9/6, down 18 %. WB 
Entertainment President Susanne 
Daniels says the Saturday slate has 
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grown 56% in ratings since the debut of 
the two shows in February. 

Despite this season's ratings setbacks, 
Kellner told agency executives at last 
week's upfront presentation that the WB 
is committed to the kids business. It has 
to be in order to attain the broader WB 
goal of being first among adults 18 -34. 
Kellner also acknowledged last week that 
WB's commitment to kids was important 
to Warner Television Animation, the 
retail stores division and the company's 
other licensing and merchandising 
efforts. Indeed, the animation studio 
owns or has an interest in all but three 
shows on Kids' WB's new schedule. 

Kellner said last week that Kids' WB 
is being "re- engineered," in some 
respects. He cited a new development 
deal with the production team of Mike 
Tollin and Brian Robbins. Their credits 
include Kenan & Kel for Nickelodeon 
and Arli$$ for HBO. They are doing the 
first live- action series for Kids' WB, 
called On The Ropes, scheduled to air in 
next season's Saturday lineup at 9:30 
a.m. It's a show about wrestling -a sport 
that's extremely popular with today's 
younger set. The backdrop is a high 
school where kids use "school -sanc- 
tioned wrestling to resolve conflicts:' 

Kids' WB has just gone through major 
management changes as well. Jean 
McCurdy has given up responsibility for 
Kids' WB to focus on her other full -time 
job as president of Warner Bros. Anima- 
tion. Susanne Daniels, the recently 
appointed entertainment president of the 
WB, has overall responsibility for Kids' 
WB now. She brought in Donna Fried- 
man from Nickelodeon to run the day - 
to-day Kids' WB operation. 

Friedman told her agency audience last 
week that a Pokemon feature film will 
debut in August or September, coinciding 
with the start of the new kids TV season. 
On Saturday, she said, the show will serve 
as the transition program from the more 
boy -appeal action cartoons to shows of 
more equal appeal to boys and girls. 

Other new shows for next season 
include Detention, from Warner's anima- 
tion division, and a compilation of recent 
Warner Bros. -Steven Spielberg cartoons, 
called The Big Cartoonie Show. a 


