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Record Mfrs. Meet

To Form Association

NEW YORK—Repressntatives of most

of ths record manufacturing corporations

located in the East met in this city on

February 27th, at the Park Central Hotel

for the purpose of forming themselves

into a nation-wide association.

Well attended on the part of prac-

: tically every one of the smaller manu-

V facturers, representatives of the “big

. four’’ were conspicuous by their absence.

Elected chairman at the opening of

I the conclave was Jack Pearl of Hub

Records. He disclosed that the idea of

an association of record manufacturers

had been brewing since the latter part

of December 194b, when such a move

was suggested to him by Syd Nathan,

president of King Records. Representa-

tives of the smaller diskeries were in

accord regarding the need of an asso-

ciation and discussed how such an or-

ganization could do much to alleviate

problems common to all.

From this discussion a number of aims

and purposes for the organization were

proposed, and they included:

(1) Combined buying power with a

view toward effecting economy for the

members, i.e., quantity buying could

bring low’er unit costs.

(2) The establishment of a clearing

for the exchange of credit information.

(3) Establishment of improved dis-

tribution.

(4) An exchange of information con-

cerning production problems.

(5) Thru association they could have

better representation in collective bar-

;gaining.

(6) Thru association they could have

^better representation in negotiations with

TGuilds and Federations.

(7) Establishment of better publ.c

relations.

(8) Collection of data regarding sta*

tistics of sale, production, and distrib-

ution in the United States and foreign

markets.

Temporarily designating their organi-

zation as “Record Manufacturers Asso-

ciation’’, the diskery representatives

elected a committee of 20, w’ho will meet

on March 5th, for the purpose of adopt-

ing by-law's and formulating the policy

of the association. The committee’s rec-

ommendations will be submitted at a

.general meeting to be held shortly there-

after, at which time record firms thru-

out the United States will be invited to

participate.

Voiced at the meeting was the sug-

gestion that the group be organized to

“protect” the smaller manufacturers

from the majors, but this thought was
voted down by the majority, and tho

they were not invited to attend the or-

ganizational meeting, the suggestion was
adopted that the “big four” be invited

to participate as members of the asso-

ciation.

.\mong the labels represented at the

meet were: “Allen, Alert, Apollo, Arista,

Ballen—20th Century, Banner, Bell,

Cardinal, Davis, Diamond, Gotham, Har-
monia. Hub, Juke Box, Keynote, King,

Manor, Mercury, National, Savoy, Seva,

Signature, Swan, Top and Vox.
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